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To His Grace 

EDWARD, 

Lord Archbiftiop of York, Lord High 
Almoner, &c. 

My Lord Archbishop, 

OUR Grace ivill, I trufty 
allow me to injcribe the 
following pages to you. 
Tour unmerited kindnejs^ Jhown 
to me on many other occafons^ en- 
trujied them to me for publication ; 
and I well know that •wbilji your 
Grace has felt that the light offuch 
an example as they exhibit ought not 
to be concealed, you rejoice to know 
that 
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that you have lived to fee a Brittjh 
Court which in purity of morals and 
domejiic virtue affords the mofi bkffed 
contrajl to thofe evil days through 
which Margaret Godolphin was en- 
abled to live in the brightnefs of a 
godly purity, and to die in peace. 

I have the honour to be^ 

Tour Grace's obliged and 

affeSlionate 

S. OxoN : 

CuddeOon Palace, 
Feb. 1847. 
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Introduftion. 

3HE following Memoir 
was drawn up by the ac- 
compliflied John Evelyn, 
of Wootton, and intended by him 
for publication ; but it never re- 
ceived his final corredions. In a 
manufcript paper of memoranda 
left at Wootton in Mr. Evelyn's 
ha.nd-writing, its title occurs in a 
lift of " Things I would write out 
faire and reform if I had the lei- 
fure." In his hmiiy, the MS. has 
remained until the prefent time, 
having paiTed into the hands of Mr. 
Evelyn's 
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Evelyn's great - great - grandfon,* 
His Grace the Honourable Edward 
Venables- Vernon Harcourt, Lord 
Archbifhop of York, by whom it 
has been entruftcd for publication 
to the care of the prefent Editor. 
The MS. which is written with 
extraordinary care and neatnefs, 
and apparently in Mr. Evelyn's 
own hand-writing, has been print- 
ed almoft as it (lands. The origi- 
nal fpelling, which is not uniform 
throughout the volume, has been 
preferved wherever its ftrangenefs 
did not throw fome obfcurity over 
the meaning of the paffage. A 
few words which here and there 
were needful to complete the 
fenfe have been conjefturally in- 
ferted, but always in brackets. 


* See Table V. p. 265. 

The 
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The text is illuftrated by two 
genealogical tables, a fhort iketch 
of the life of Sir George Blagge, 
and a valuable body of illuftrative 
notes, which the Editor owes to 
the accurate and well-furnifhed 
pen of John Holmes, Efq. of the 
Britiih Muleum, who has kindly 
contributed them to this volume. 

From the genealogical table it 
will be feen, that Mrs. Godolphin 
iprang from an ancient and ho- 
nourable houfe, and that her blood 
ftill flows in the veins of fome of 
the moil illuilrious of the nobility 
of England. Her hufband, who 
rofe to the higheft honours of the 
ftate, was early . left a widower, 
and, furviving his wife thirty-four 
years, never remarried. He tranf- 
mitted to Francis, their only child, 
the earldom of Godolphin. This 
Francis, 
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Francis, 2nd Earl of Godolphin, 
married Henrietta Churchill, eldeft 
daughter and co-heir of John 
Duke of Marlborough, to whom 
in her own right paffed the duke- 
dom of Marlborough. By the 
death without iffue of William 
Godolphin, firft, Vifcount Rialton, 
and afterwards. Marquis of Bland- 
ford, — their only fon who attained 
to manhood, — the honours of the 
houfe of Marlborough paffed to 
the family of Spencer from the 
defcendants of Margaret Godol- 
phin. By the marriage of Mary 
the heirefs of the 2nd Lord Go- 
dolphin to Thomas the 4th Duke 
of Leeds, her name and blood 
paffed into the fucceffion of that 
illuffrious houfe. 

But it was not for gentle dc- 
fccnt or noble alliance that Mar- 
garet 
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garet Godolphin was the moft re- 
markable or beft deferves remem- 
brance. Rather did fhe add dif- 
tin^on to an ancient line, and 
tranlinit to all her pofterity that 
memory of her virtues and inhe- 
ritance of good deeds without 
which titles and hereditary rank 
are but fplendid contradictions and 
conipicuous blemifhes. 

Her lot was caft in the darkeft 
age of England's morals ; flie lived 
in a court where flourifhed in their 
rankeft luxuriance all the vice and 
littlenefs, which the envy of de- 
traftors without, has ever loved to 
impute — and at times, thank God, 
with fuch utter falfehood — to 
courts in general. 

In the reign of Charles the 

Second, that revulfion of feeling 

which aifeCts nations juft as it 

does 
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does individuals had plunged into 
diffipation all ranks on their efcape 
from the narrow auAerities and 
gloomy fournefs of puritanifm. 
The court, as was natural, fliared 
to the full in thefe new excefles of 
an unreArained indulgence; whilft 
many other influences led to its 
wider corruption. The foreign 
habits contracSed in their banifli- 
ment by the returning courtiers 
were ill fuited to the natural gra- 
vity of Englifh manners, and in- 
troduced at once a wide-fpread 
licentioufnefs. The perfonal cha- 
rafter, moreover of the King 
helped on the general corruption. 
Gay, popular, and witty, with a 
temper nothing could crols, and 
an affability nothing could reprefs, 
he was thoroughly fenfual, felfifh, 
and depraved — vice in him was 
made 
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made fo attradtive by the wit and 
gaiety with which it was tricked 
out, that its utmoft groflhefs feem- 
ed for the time rather to win than 
to repulfe beholders. Around the 
King cluftered a band of congenial 
ipirits, a galaxy of corruption, who 
ipread the pollution upon every 
fide. The names of Buckingham 
and Rochefter, of Ethcridgc, Kil- 
ligrew, and Sedley, ftill maintain 
a bad preeminence in the annals 
of Englifli vice. As hx as the 
common eye could reach there 
was little to refift the evil. The 
Duke of York, the next heir to 
the throne, a coldhearted liber- 
tine, fliared the vices of the King, 
without the poor glofs of his focial 
attra<Sions. It was the day of Eng- 
land's deepeft degradation, when 
in private life morality was a re- 
proach. 
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proach, truth departed, and reli- 
gion a jcft ; when in affairs of ftate 
French gold and foreign influence 
had corrupted and fubdued the 
throned monarch, and England's 
King was daily loling what had 
been gained by the Proteftor of 
the Commonwealth. 

It was a day of heartlels merri- 
ment, upon which fell fuddenly a 
night of blacknefs, which fwal- 
lowed up its crew of godlefs re- 
vellers. A pifture more deeply 
tragical than that thus iimply 
flcetched by Mr. Evelyn at the end, 
of Charles himfelf, can fcarcely 
be conceived. ** I can never for- 
get the inexpreffible luxury and 
prophanenefs, gaming and all dif- 
folutenefs, and as it were total 
forgetfulnefs of God ( it being 
Sunday evening) which this day 
fe'nnight 
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fe'nnight I was witnefs of, the 
King fitting and toying with his 
concubines, Portfmootb, Cleavc- 
land, and Mazarine, &c. a French 
boy finging love fongs in that 
glorious gallery, whilft about 20 
of the great courtiers and other 
diUblute perfons were at BalTet 
round a large table, a bank of at 
leaft 2000 in gold before them, 
upon which two gentlemen who 
were with me made reflexions 
with aAoniihment. Six days after 
was all in the duA." 

Evelyn^s Diary , Feb, 1684-5. 

In the midfl of fuch a general 
reign of wickednefs, it is moft re- 
frefhing to the wearied fpirit to 
find by clofer fearch fomc living 
witnefies for truth and holinefs — 
fome 
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fome who, through God's Grace, 
paiTed at His call their vexed days 
amongft the orgies of that crew, 
as untainted by its evils, as is the 
clear funbeam by the corruption 
of a loathfome atmofphere. Such 
an one was Margaret Godolphin, 
whom neither the licenfe of thofe 
evil days, nor the fcandal and de- 
traftion with which they abound^ 
ed, ever touched in fpirit or in 
reputation. Verily flie walked in 
the flames of " the fiery furnace 
and felt no hurt, neither did the 
finell of fire pafs upon her." 

In what ftrength flie lived this 
life the following pages will de- 
clare. They will fliew that ever 
by her fide, converfing with her 
fpirit through its living faith, there 
was a fourth form like unto the 
Son of God. And one thing for 
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our inftruflion and encouragement 
may here be fpecially noted : that 
in that day of reproach ftie was a 
true daughter of the Church of 
England. Puritanifm did not con- 
tra<S her ibul into morofenefs ; nor 
did ihe go to Rome to learn the 
habits of devotion. In the train- 
ing of our own Church fhe found 
enough of God's teaching to in- 
ftru(ft her ibu) ; in its lelTons Aie 
found a rule of holy felf-denying 
obedience; in its prayers a practice 
of devotion ; in its body a fellow- 
fhip with faints ; in its ordinances 
a true communion with her God 
and Saviour ; which were able to 
maintain in fimplc, unaffe«aed pu- 
rity her feith at court, in dutiful, 
adtivc love her married life ; which 
fufficed to crown her hours of bitter 
anguiih and untimely death with a 
joyful 
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joyful relignation and aiTured wait- 
ing for her crown. 

Such is the iketch prefented in 
thcfe pages to the reader. May 
he in a better day learn in fecret, 
for himfelf, thofe leffons of hea- 
venly wifdom which adorned the 
life and glorified the death of Mar- 
garet Godolphin. 
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The Life of Mrs. 
Godolphin. 

Vn Dieii' "^^ vn Amy. 

To THE Lady Sylvius. 

Madam, 

AM not vnmindfull of what 
your Ladyftiip lately fug- 
gefted to me concerning that 
blefled Saint now in heaven. Doe you 
beleive I need be incited to preferve 
the memory of one whofe Image is 
foe deeply printed in my heart ? Butt 
you would have a more permanent 
Record of her perfeftionsj and foe 
would I ; not onely for the veneration 
wee bearc her precious Alhes, butt for 
the 
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the good of thofe who, emulous of her 
vertues, would purfue the Inftance of 
it, in this, or perhapps any age before 
it. 'Tis certaine the materialls I have 
by me would furnifli one who were 
Mafter of a Stile becomeing foe admi- 
rable a Subjeift ; and wilh'd I have, a 
thoufand tymes, the peribn in the world 
who knew her bell, and moft Jhe loved, 
would give vs the picture his pencil! 
could beft delineat : if fuch an Artift as 
he is dechne the vndertakeing, for fear 
that even with all his (kill he ihould not 
reach the orriginall, how farr ftiort am 
I like to fall, who cannot pretend to 
the meaneft of his Talents. But as in- 
dignation (they fay) fometymes creats 
a poem where there is no natural! dif- 
pofition in the compoler ; ibe a mighty 
obligation, a holy freindftiipp, and your 
Ladyftiipp's comands, irrefiftibly pre- 
vaile with me rather to hazard the cen- 
fure of my Imperfedions, then to dif- 
obey you, or fuffer thofe precious me- 
moryes 
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moryes to be loft which defcrve con- 
fecration to Eternity : 'tis then the leaft 
and Uft fervice I can exprefs to a dye- 
ing freind for whome I fliould not have 
refufed even to dye my felfe. Butt, 
Madam, you will not cxpcdl I Ihould 
be Coc exaiftly particular in the minuter 
circumftances of her birth and what paft 
in her Infancy and more tender years, 
becaule, [though] I have fometlmes told 
her pleafantly I would write her life, 
when God knowes I little thought of 
furviveing her whome often I have 
wiihed might be att theclofeing of myne 
owne Eyes, I had not the honor of being 
acquainted with her till the lafl leaven 
years of her life ; I fay the little expec- 
tation I had of ere<5iing to her a monu- 
ment of this nature, made me not Ibe 
Induftrious to Informe myfelfe of what 
was paft as I ihould have beene, for I 
am perfwaded that from the begining 
fomething of exterordnary remarkeable 
was all along conlplcuous in her ; nor 
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was it poffible that my admiration of 
her vertues, when I came to know her, 
ihould not have prompted me to en- 
quire concemeing many particulars of 
her life before I knew her ; fomediing 
I learned cafually converting with her, 
diverfe things from the papers comu- 
nicated to me fince her deceafe, and 
from what your Ladyihipp has In- 
formed me ; from whome I might de- 
rive ample matter to furnifti rpon this 
fiibje<!i: ; butt, as I faid, it would be- 
come a Headier hand, and the penn of 
an Angells wing to defcribe the life of 
a Saint, who is now amongft thofe II- 
luArious orders : butt. Madam, 'tis your 
peremptorye Coriiand, I ihould fett 
downe what I know, and how diffident 
foever I ought to be of acquitting my 
felfe as I fhould, yett fince 'tis hardly 
poffible to fey any thing foe indiffe- 
rently, butt mufi: raife an Emulation in 
thofethat read or hear of it to Imitate her 
vertues, [I enter] vpon the adventure. 
Where 
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Where this excellent Creature was 
borne, I have learned from you ; when, 
from her ielfe j namely, as 1 remember, 
on the Second of Ai^ft, in the year 
1652 ; a month and a year never to be 
forgotten by me without a mixture of 
different paffions, for then had I bom 
that Child whofe early hopes you have 
often heard me deplore the lofs of, nor 
doe I yett remember him without emo- 
tion. 

'Tis not to informe your Ladyfhipp 
of a thing you doe not know, butt for 
methods fake that I fpeake fomething of 
the family of this Lady, which was very 
honorable; her father was Collonell Tho- 
mas Blagge, a Gent, of an ancient Suf- 
folke family, and a perfon of foe exter- 
ordnary witt and lignall Loyalty, as not 
only made him efteemed by that blefled 
Martyr Charles the Firft, being made 
Groome of his Bedd Chamber, butt to 
be 
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be intrufted with one of his principall 
Garrifons, namely that of Wallingford, 
duretng the late rebellion. How wor- 
thyly he acquitted himlelefe of that 
charge in that vnhappy warr is vpon 
another monumental! Record. Hee 
lived to fee his Majeftye who now 
raignes rellored to his Ktngdomes and 
to dye in his favour. Mrs. Blagge his 
Lady (Mother to our Saint) was a wo- 
man foe eminent in all the vertues and 
perfedions of her fex, that it were hard 
to fay whether were fuperlor her Beau- 
ty, Witt, or Piety ; for, as I have heard 
from thofe who intimately knew her, 
(he was in all thefe very like her daugh- 
ter, and then I am fure there could no- 
thing be added to render her a moft 
admirable perlbn. The iniquitye of the 
tymes had accquainted her with forrow 
enough to have dillra(5i:ed her, being 
left butt in difficult circamftances, yett 
/he lived to difcharge all her hulbands 
engagements that were very confider- 
able 
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able, and to provide an honourable 
competency for noe lefs then j young 
daughters, whereof this was the young- 
eft. 

Itt was by this excellent mother that 
this rare child was as early inftitutcdin 
the (ezr of God as ihe could Ipeake : 
and as her exterordnary difcemment 
foone advanced to a great and early 
fence of Religion, (be ftie brought her 
to be confirmed by the now Lord Bi- 
ftiopp of Ely, Dodor Gunning, who 
itt appearcs was foe furprizcd att thofe 
early Graces he difcovered in her, that 
he thought fitt fhe ftiould be admitted 
to the holy Sacrament when fhe was 
hardly Eleaven years of Age : from that 
moment forwards, young and fpright- 
fiill as ftie was, fhe was obferved to live 
with great circumfpe»ition, prefcribeing 
to herfelfi a conftant method of devo- 
tion, and certaine dayes of abftinence, 
that fhe might the better vacate to holy 
dutycs 
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dutyes and gune that maftery over her 
appetite, which, with all other paflions, 
flic had ftrangely fubdued to my often 
admiradon. Butt I ftiould have told 
your LadyJhipp, though I remember 
not on what occafion, fhe went with 
the old Dutchefs of Richmond into 
France, who confign'd her to the care 
of the late Countefeof Guilford, Groome 
of the Stoole to the late Queen Mother, 
with whome Ihe continued till her Ma- 
jeftye came into England: And this 
minds me of what I have heard, that 
being frequently tempted by that By- 
gott profelitefle to goe to Mafle and 
be a papift, our young Saint would not 
only not be perfwaded to it, but aflert- 
ed her better faith with fuch readinefs 
and conftancy, (as according to the ar- 
gument of that keen Religion) caufed 
her to be rudely treated and menaced 
by the Countefs ; foe as ftie was be- 
come a ConfeHbr and almoft a Martyr 
before Ihe was 7 years old. This paf- 
fage 
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(age I have from her felfe and fhe would 
relate it with pretty circumftances : but 
long flaid (he not in France; when 
being returned to her mother, fte lived 
with her fometyme in London, till the 
raigneingpeftilence of Sixty-five brealce- 
ing out, every body retireing into the 
Country, ftie accompanyed her into 
Sufiblke amongil her fathers Relations 
there, and pall the Recefs with foe 
much order and fatisfaftion, that with 
extcrordnary regrctt ftie was taken no- 
tice of to quitt it ; when being demand- 
ed by the then Dutchels of Yorke for 
a Maid of Honour, her Mother was 
prevailed with to place her little Daugh- 
ter att Court. This was indeed a fiir- 
prizeing change of Aire, and a perilous 
Climate, for one foe very young as fhe, 
and fcarcely yett attained to the twelvth 
year of her age : butt by how much 
more the danger foe much greater the 
virtue and difcretion which not only 
prefcrvcd her fteady in that giddy Sta- 
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tioiij but foe .improv'd, that the exam- 
ple of this little Sunt influenced not 
onely her honourable companions^ butt 
fome who were advanc'd in yeares be- 
fore her> and of the moft illuflrious 
quality. What ! Jhall I fay^ Hie like a 
young Apoftlefe began to plant Reli- 
gion in that barren Soyle ? Arethufa 
pafTd thro' all thoie turbulent waters 
without foe much as the leaft ftaine or 
tintfture in her Chriftall, with her Piety 
grew vp her Witt, which was foe fpark- 
ling, accompanyed with a Judgment 
and Eloquence foe exterordnary, a 
Beauty and Ayre foe charmcing and 
lovely, in a word, an Addrels foe vniver- 
fally takeing, that after few years, the 
Court never faw or had feen fuch a 
Conftellation of perfections amongft all 
their Iplendid Circles. Nor did this, 
nor the admiration it created, the Elo- 
gies fhe every day received, and appli- 
cation of the greateft peribns, at all date 
her ; Ihe was ftill the fame, allwayes in 
perfeiSt 
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perfe<5l good humour, allwayes humble, 
allwayes Religious to exaftnefs, Itt 
rendred her not a whitt morofs, the' 
fometymes more ferious, cafting ftill 
about how Ihe might continue the 
houres of publique and private devo- 
tion and other exercifes of piety, to 
comply with her duty and attendance 
on her Royall Miftrefs without fingu- 
larity or Reproach. 

Thus paiTd ftie her tyme in that 
Court till the Dutchefs dyed, dureing 
whole Sickne&, accompanyed (as it 
was) with many vncomfortable circum- 
ftances, ihe waited and attended with 
an exterordnary fedulity, and as ftie has 
fometymes told me, when few of the 
reft were able to endure the fiitigue : 
and therefore here, before I proceed, I 
cannot but take notice of thofe holy 
and exterordnary refleftions fhe made 
vpon this occalion, as I find them 
amongft other loofe papers vnder her 
owne 
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owne faire hand, when compareing her 
dear Mothers fickneis and other freinds 
departure with that of the Dutchefs, 
thus ihe writes. 

" Mrs. N. deadj was an example of 
patience vnder a burthen that was well 
nigh vnfupportable ; often ftie received 
the blefled Sacrament, often fhe prayed 
and was very much refign'd, not fur- 
prized nor in confufion, but perceive- 
ing her fight decay, calling vpon God 
after many holy and pious difcourfes 
and exhortations, ftie calmely bidd her 
freinds farewell. 

'*A poore woman dead, wome to 
Ikyn and bones with a confumption, file 
made noe Complaints, but trufted in 
God, and that what he thought fitt was 
beft, and to him refign'd her foule. A 
poore creature that had been a great 
finner, died in mifierable pdnes, in ex- 
ceeding terror; God was gracious to 
her. 
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her, ftie was patient, very devout, (he was 
releafed in prayer. My mother dead, 
at firft furprized, and very unwilling ; 
/he was afterwards refign'd, received 
often, prayed much, had holy things 
read to her, delighted in heavenly dif- 
courfe, defired to be diflblv'd and be 
with Chriil, ended her life chearfully, 
and without paine, left her family in 
order and was much lamented. 

" The D - - dead, a princefs ho- 
noured in power, had much witt, much 
mony, much efteeme ; ihe was full of 
vnlpeakable tortur, and died (poore 
creature) in doubt of her Religion, 
without the Sacrament, or divine by 
her, like a poore wretch ; none remem- 
bred her after one weekc, none forry 
for her ; Ihe was toft and flung about, 
and every one did what they would 
with that ftately carcaie. What is this 
world, what is grcatnefs, what to be ef- 
tcemed, or thought a witt ? Wee (hall 
all 
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idl be ftript without fence or remem- 
brance. But God, if wee lerve him in 
our health, will give vs patience in our 
SicJcnefs." 

I repeate the inftance as fett downe 
in her diaryc, to fliew how early flie 
made thefe vfefuU and pious Recollec- 
tions, for ftie muft needs be then very- 
young, and att an age att leaft when 
very few of her fex, and in her circum- 
ftances, much conceme themfelves with 
thefe mortifyeing reflections. Butt, as 
I have often heard her lay, fhe loved 
to be att fiineralls, and in the houfe of 
mourning, foe being of the moft com- 
paJlionate nature in the world, fhe was 
a conftant vifiter of the fick and of peo- 
ple in diftrels. But, to proceed ; fhe had 
not been aboVe two yeares att Court 
before her virtue, beauty, and witt 
made her be looked vpon as a little 
miracle ; and indeed there were fome 
addrefles made her of the greateft per- 
sons 
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fons, not from the attradion of afiefted 
Charmes, for Ihe was ever, att that 
fprightfiill and free age, feverely care- 
full how fhe might give the leaft coun- 
tenance to that liberty which the Gal- 
lants there doe vfually aflume of talk- 
ing with lels referve ; nor did this ec- 
cliple her pretty humour, which was 
chearfiill and ealy amongft thofe fhe 
thought worthy her converfation. Itt is 
not to be difcribed (for it was tho' natu- 
rail, in her wimitable) with what Grace, 
readyand fblid vnderftanding, (hewould 
difcourfe. Nothing that (he conceived 
could be better exprefled, and when Ihe 
was fometymes provok'd to Railly, 
there was nothing in the world foe 
pleaiant, and inoffenfively diverting, 
(ihall I fay) or inftruiftive ; for Ihe ever 
mingi'd her freeft entertainments with 
fomething which tended to lerious, and 
did it in luch a manner, as allwayes left 
fome impreffions exterordnary even 
vpon thofe who came perhapps with in- 
clinations 
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clinations to pervert the moft harmelefe 
conversations ; Ibe as it was impolTible 
for any to introduce a lyllable \yhich 
did not comply with the ftriAeft rules 
of decency. 

But I ftiall not be foe well able to 
defcribe what I fhould fey vpon this 
occalioti, as by giveing your Ladyihipp 
the meafures which flie prefcrib'd her- 
felfe for the government of her Aftionsj 
when Ihe was of duty to attend vpon 
her Majeftye in publique, and when it 
was not only impollible, but vnbecome- 
ing to entertane thole who compoled 
the Royall Circle, and were perfons of 
the moft iUuftrious qualitye, without 
cenfure and rudenefs. Behold then, 
Madam, what I find written in her 
owne hands againe, and that might be 
a coppy for all that fucceed her in that 
honourable Station to tranfcribe and 
imitate it ; for Ihe kept not onely a 
moft accurate account of all her ac- 
tions. 
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tions, butt did likewife regifter her 
ferioos purpofes and refolutions, the 
better to coniirme and fix them, foe 
as they were not hafty fitts of zeale and 
fudden traniports, but foUemne and de- 
liberate ; and this I rather chufe to doe 
alfoe in her owne very words and me- 
thod, innocent, naturally and unaifeft- 
ed. 

" Afy U/e, by God's Grace, without 
which I can doe nothing. 

" I muft, till Lent, rife att halfe an 
houre after eight a clock ; whilft put- 
ting on morning cloathes, fay the pray- 
er for Death and the Te Deum ; then 
prefently to my prayers, and foe either 
drefs my felfe orgoe to Church prayers. 
In drefling, I mufl conlider how little 
it lignifyes to the faveing of my foule, 
and how fooliih 'tis to be angry about 
a thing fo vnneceflary. Confider what 
our Saviour fuffered. — O Lord, affift 
me, 

" When 
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*' When I goe into die withdrawing 
roome, lett me coniider what my call- 
ing is : to entertaine the Ladys, not to 
talke foolifhly to Men, more efpecially 
the King ; lett me conJider, if a Tray- 
tor be hatefiill, Aie that betrayes the 
ibuleof oneis much worTe ; — thedanger, 
the iin of it. Then without pretend- 
ing to witt, how quiet and pleafant a 
thing it is to be filent, or if I doe fpeake, 
that it be to the Glory of God. — Lord, 
aflift me. 

" Att Church lett me mind in what 
place I am; what about to afk, even 
the falvation of my Ibule; to whome I 
fpeak, — to the God that made me, re- 
deemed and fcnftifyedme, and can yett 
cutt me off when he pleafes. — O Lord, 
aifift me. 

" When I goe to my Lady Fal- 

mouths, I ought to take paines with her 

about 
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about her Religion, or elfe I am not her 
ireind ; to Hiew example by calninefs in 
difpute, in never fpeaking ill of anybody 
to ho*, butt excufeing them rather. 

'* Goe to the Queene allwayes att 
nine, and then read that place concern- 
ing the drawing roome, and lett my 
man waite for mc to bring me word 
before publique prayers begin. If I 
find ihe dynes late, come downe, pray 
and read, namely, that concerning pray- 
er ; and think why I read, to benefit! 
my foule, pafs my tyme well, and im- 
prove my vnderftanding. — O Lord, af- 
fift me. 

** Be fure ftUl to read that for the 
drawing roome in the privy chamber, 
or prefence, or other place before pray- 
ers, and foe agwne into the drawing 
room for an hour or ibe ; and then fiipp 
to my chamber and divert myfelfe in 
reading fome pretty booke, becaufe the 
Queen 
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Queen does not require my waiteing ; 
after this to fupper, which muft not be 
much if I have dyned well ; and att 
neither meale to eate above two dirties, 
becaufe temperance is beft both for 
foule and body ; then goe vpp to the 
Queen, haveing before read, and well 
thought of what you have written. 
Amen. 

" Sett not vp above halfe an hour 
after eleaven att moil ; and as you vn- 
drefs, repeate that prayer agune ; butt 
before, confider that you are perhapps 
goeing to fleepc your laft ; being in bedd 
repeate your hymne ibftly, ere you 
tume to fleepe. 

'* If I awake in the night lett me iay 
that (for which ihe had coUeifled many 
excellent paflages, as I find among her 
papers,) plalm. Lord, alUft me. 

" In the morning, walceing,vfc a fliort 
devotion. 
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devotion, and then as Ibone as ever you 
awake, rife imediately to prdfe him. 
The Lord affift me." 

In another place of the lame Diarye, 
about which tyme I fuppofe there was 
Ibme play to be at^ed by the maids of 
honour. — " Now as to pleafure,thcy are 
fpealcing of playes and laughing att de- 
vout people ; well, I will laugh att my- 
felfe for my impertinencyesj that by de- 
grees I may come to wonder why any 
body does like me ; and divert the dif- 
courie ; and talke of God and moralitye : 
avoid thofe people when I come into 
the drawing roome, efpecially among 
great perfons to divert them ; becaule 
noe raillary allmoft can be innocent : 
goe not to the Dutchels of Monmouth 
above once a weeke, except when wee 
drefs to rehearle, and then carry a booke 
along with me to read when I don't 
aA, and foe come away before fupper. 

" Talke 
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" Talke little when you are there ; 
if they fpeak of any body I can't com- 
mend, hold my peace, what jeft foever 
they make ; be fiire never to talk to 
the King; when they Ipeak filthyly, 
tho* I be laugh'd att, looke grave, re- 
membring that of Micha, [Malachi] 
there will a tyme come when the Lord 
will bind vp his Jewells. Never meddle 
with others buifnefe, nor hardly aflc a 
queftion ; talk not flightly of religion. 
If you fpeake any thing they like, fay 
'tis borrowed, and be himible when com- 
mended. Before I fpeake. Lord, aiTift 
me ; when I pray, Lord, heare me ; 
when I am praifed, God, humble me ; 
may the clock, the candle, every thing 
I fee, inftruft me ; Lord cleanle my 
hands, lett my feete tread thy pathes. 
Is any body laughed att, lay it may be 
my cafe ; is any in trouble, fay, ' Lord, 
in juftice I deferve it ; butt thou art all 
mercy ; make me thankfull.' On Fcf- 
tivall evens I refolve to dyne att home, 
and 
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and to repeat all the p&lmes I know by 
heart," (of which fhe had almoft the 
whole pfalter,) *' referveing my reading 
or part of my prayers till night ; and 
fupp With bread and becrc only, 

" On Frydayes and Wednefdaies 
I'le eat nothing till after evening prayer ; 
and foe come downe as Ibone as ever 
the Queene has dyned, without goeing 
to vifitt, till my owne prayers are finilh- 
ed. 

*' The fame will I obferve the day 
before I recave ; vfe to pray on thofe 
dayes by daylight ; and early on Sun- 
dayes, and think of no diverlion till after 
evening prayer; to dyne abroad as 
little as poffible, but performe my con- 
ftant duty to God and the Queene. 
Affift me, O Lord ; Amen. 

*' Sing Pfalmes now and then out of 
Sundayes. Endeavour to begg with 
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teares what you alke, and O lett them 
be, O Lord, my onely pleafure. There 
are 3 Sundayes to come from this Sa- 
turday night; pray one day eameftly 
to God for lore, and ^ainft takeing his 
name in vaine, pray againft intempe- 
rance and fenfuality ; and the other day 
for meekenefs, and ag^nft envy; another 
for fear and alliance, and againft de- 
traftion. 

" I have vowed, if it bepoffible, not 
to fett vpp paft ten a clock ; therefore, 
before you engage in company, goe 
downe and read this, and be as much 
alone as you can ; and when you are 
abroad talke to men as little as may be: 
carry your prayer booke in your pock- 
ett, or any thing that may decently 
keepe you from converfeing with men." 

Behold what this blefled faint had 
promilcuoufly fett downe in her diary 
att feverall tymes, as refolutions made 
vpon 
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vpon feverall occafions, all of them 
tending to the inftitution of her life in 
a courfe of exterordnary and early piety, 
for ftie was now very young, and I, 
therefore, give them your Ladyfliipp 
in her owne method, without method 
CH- lludied connexion : nor are thefe the 
firft I have ieene of hers in this nature. 
She did vpon feverall occurrences re- 
cord her purpofes, and what ftie foe re- 
folved ftie puniftually perform'd. Butt 
with what exterordnary caution ftie 
govem'd herfelf att Court ; how holy, 
innocent, inilruftive, and vftfull, her 
intire conversation was ; how much ftie 
improved in virtue, and made devotion 
the pleafure as well as imployment of 
her tyme, I need not tell your Lady- 
ftiipp : nor vied ihe to trick and drefs 
herfelfe vpp, tho' in foe fplendid and 
VJune a theater, to the purpofes of vanity^ 
or to be fine and ador'd : fhe was ex- 
treamly ftiy of talking among the gal- 
lants and young men, to pals away the 
tedioufneis 
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tedioufnefs of attendance; nor made 
fhe impertinent vifitts; for fee hadfill'd 
vp the whole day, and deftin'd almoft 
every minute of it to exercife. When, 
therefore, I have fum'd vp all, and con- 
fider'd well how much of it all I have 
feene, and how with it all fee pre- 

tion which rendered her foe infinitely 
agreeable to all that knew her, I can- 
not butt redouble my admiration and 
efpecially how often and fehfible fee 
has difcourfed with me concerning the 
wonderfuU fatisfadion fee tooke in the 
dutyes of Religion. 

Butt here, before I proceed any fur- 
ther, the method of tyme, and other 
circumftances require me to fay feme- 
thing how I came to be firft acquainted 
with this excellent creature, and by 
what tyes of facred freindfeipp I find 
my felfe foe highly obliged to celebrate | 
her memory ; and this I feall doe the 
rather 
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rather becaufe the Lord has foe great 
a part in itt, that without ingratitude, 
I may not pafs it over ; nor is it with- 
out frefti delight that I ftill call to mind 
thofe innocent dayes, and the fweet 
conversation which fifteene yeares fincc 
wee enjoyed, that our famllyes being 
neare to one another, gave vs the 
happyneis to be knowne to the moft 
obligeing neighbour in the world ; from 
{be long a date it is that my wife com- 
putes her firft haveing had the blefling 
of begining an acquaintance with Mrs. 
Blagge, whome your mother and lifter 
Ibmetimes kindly brought with them 
to our poore villa : butt few of thole 
civilityes of cafuall or refpeftfull vilitts 
had pafled, before my wife had dilco- 
vered fuch exterordnary charmes,markes 
of virtue and difcretion in her conver- 
fation, that ftie would often reprove the 
diffidence I was wont to exprefs, when 
they would fometymesdifcourfeof Piety 
and Religion, eminent among the Court 
Ladyes, 
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Ladycs ; and vpon which fubjeft your 
Ladyfliipp would frequently jome with 
my wife in conflid: againft me, to the 
reproach of my Morofenefs, and Infi- 
delity, efpecially of a thing foe airy 
and foe gay as Ibme reprefented this 
miracle to me. And in this Error I had 
certainly perfifted, notwithftanding I 
had Ibmetymes taken notice of her, 
both att my houfe and att Church, to 
be a very agreeable Lady ; butt that 
flie or any body clfe in her Court dr- 
cumftances, was principl'd with fuch 
a folid Virtue, and did cultivate it to 
that degree, I was brought to beleive 
with foe much difiiculty, that it was al- 
moft Seaven yeares before your Lady- 
Ihipp could convince me. You had, 
indeed, a Sifter there, whofe perfec- 
tions would no longer fuffer me to con- 
tinue alltogeather in this felfe perfwa- 
fion ; butt to beleive there were many 
Sants in that Country I was not much 
inclined ; nor likely had chang'd that 
opinion. 
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opinion, if an Imployment had not of 
neceffity fbmetjrmcs obliged me to come 
from my Recels, when I as little af- 
fected to be knowne and to multiply ac- 
quaintance of that fex as another man, 
I minded my Bookes and my Garden, 
and the Circle was bigg enough for 
me. I afpir'd to no offices, noe titles, 
no favours att Court, and really was 
hardly knowne to thofe next neigh- 
bours of mine, whome I had lived all- 
moll twenty years by : butt the Coun- 
try where this Lady lived I had much 
more averfion to, for the realbns you 
may guefs, and which made her quitt 
it ailbone as Ihe could. 'Twas, 'I fay, 
about a year that (he had fometymes 
beene att my houfe, when your Lady- 
ftiipp came to hcftor me out of my 
contra<%ed humour, but I continually 
retum'd to it ; and when, by Chance, 
you att any tyme nam'd her, I &icied 
her fome airy thing, that had more 
Witt than Difcretion ; till vpon your 
Ladylhipp 
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Ladyfhipp and my Wifes more fe- 
verely reproaching me for being fcarcely 
civill to a Companion of your excel- 
lent Sifters, for whome I had much ef- 
teeme, (though butt little acquainted) 
I found my felfe oblig'd, in good man- 
ners, to waite vpon her when I came 
to Whitehall. I fpeake of the Lady, 
your Sifter, then Maid of Honour ; for 
I would objed:, that there was a Witt 
with her whome I feared, and that I 
was the moft unfitt perfon in the world 
for the entertainments of the Anti 
Chamber, and the little Spiritts that 
dwell in Fairy Land. You affured me 
ftie was humble and Religious, and ex- 
treamly ferious, and that [if ] I would be- 
leive you, I fhould not be difpleafed with 
the adventure ; for tho' fhe had abun- 
dance of Witt, and rallied flircwdly, 
yett ftie was civill and difcreetc, and 
exterordnary obligeing. Vpon this, I 
made your Sifter a vifitt, and furprized 
Mrs. Blagge, who it feems that day 
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was dreiTd for Audience and Cere- 
mony, vpon which I would have wlth- 
drawne, butt her Chamber fellow flaid 
me, and I was not vnwilling to hear 
her talke ; butt I lince came to under- 
fland, it was a day of folemn devotion 
with her, and Ihe excufed her felfe, faid 
little, and look'd very humble, which 
I liked, and foe for this tyme, tooke 
my leave. 

I concluded by this ftie might not be 
that pert Lady I had fancyed ; and fhe 
afterwards fpake curteouily to me, 
ca&ally meeting her in the houfe, and 
that fhe hoped Ihe had not frighted me 
from her apartment. I came once or 
twice after this with my wife to vifitt 
your Sifter ; when this Lady keepeing 
her Chamber caufed me one day to 
dyne with her, which I tooke kindly, 
becauJe 'twas without affedation and 
with no danger of furfeidng. Butt her 
converfation was a treat, and I began 
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to admire her temperance, and tooke 
elpeciall notice, that however wide or 
indifferent the fubje<5t of our dilcouHe 
was amongft the reft, fhe would allwayes 
divert it to ibme Religious concluiionj 
and foe temper and feafon her ReplycSj 
as niew*d a gratious heart, and that Hie 
had a mind wholly taken vp with hea- 
venly thoughts. 

After this introduftion ftie conjur'd 
me not to baulk her holy Cell, and I 
was not a little pleafed to be foe fo- 
Icmnly diverted and find my felfe mif- 
taken, that {be young, foe elegant, Ibe 
charming a Witt and Beauty ftiould 
preferve foe much Virtue in a place 
where it neither naturally grew nor 
much was cultivated ; for with all thefe 
perfeftions, Vivacitye and Apprehen- 
tion beyond what I could expeft, flie 
leemed vnconcemed and fteady, could 
endure to be ferious, and gently reprove 
my Moroffnefe, and was greatly de- 
vout. 
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vout, which putt me out of all feare of 
her Railary, and made me looke vpon 
her with exterordnary refped. Thus 
every vifitt abated of my prejudice : her 
diicouries were not trifleing and effe- 
minate, butt full of Virtue and mate- 
riall, and of a moft tender regard to 
Religion. Butt itt was after your Lady- 
ihipps Mother was gone into Llncoln- 
iheir, and had carryed away her com- 
panion, that fhe told me, " now Mrs. 
Howard is gone, fhe beleived (he ftiould 
have little of my Company ; butt if I 
were not weary of her, and would be 
foe charitable, flie fhould take it kindly 
that I came often to her." This was a 
Compliment you know I needed not, 
for by this tyme I was (be well aflured 
of her Inclinacion to Goodnels, that Ihe 
could not imagine me capable of neg- 
leiling a perfon from whofe converfa- 
tion I never retum'd butt with advan- 
tage. I foone perceived what touched 
me to the heart, and that was her foule ; 
and 
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and how her Indinacions pointed to 
God ; that her dilcouries, deHgnes, and 
atftions tended allwayes thither : and 
other obfervations which I made to my 
exterordnary wonder and admiracion. 
This Creature (would I fay to my 
felfe) loves God ; 'tis a thoufand pittycs 
butt Ihe fhould perfift ; what a new thing 
is thisj I think Paula and Euftochimn 
are come from Bethlehem to White- 
hall ; and from this moment I began to 
looke vpon her as (acred, and to blels 
God for the graces which fhoone in her. 
I dayly prayed for her as ftie had en- 
joined me, and fhe began to open Ibtne 
of her holy thoughts to me ; and I faw 
a Arrant devotion, and that (he had 
totally reftgned heHelfe to God ; and 
with thcfe Incentiues, who, that had 
any fence of Religion, could forbeare 
to vallue her exceedingly ? 

Itt was not long after this, that being 

one day to vifitt her, (he (eem'd to me 

more 
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more thoughtfull than ordinary. I aflced 
her, what made her looke foe folemnly. 
She told me, ihe had never a freind in 
the world. Noe, faid I, thats impof- 
lible ; I beleive no body has more ; for 
all that know you mull love you, and 
thofe that love you are continually your 
freinds. Butt I, who well knew where 
her heart att that tyme was, afked her 
what ihe efteemed a certalne Gentle- 
man beyond the Seas. Alas, fays fhe, 
he is very ill, and that makes me very 
much concerned ; butt I doe not fpeake 
to you of him, whome God will I hope 
be gratious to, but I would have a 
Freind. In that name is a great deale 
more then I can exprefs, a faithfull 
freind, whome I might truft with all 
that I have, and God knows, that is 
butt little ; for him whome you meane 
does not care to meddle with my con- 
cerns, nor would I give him the trou- 
ble. This, to my remembrance, were 
her very expreflions to me. Madam, 
faid 
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faid Ij doe you fpeake this to me, as if 
I were capable of ferving you in any 
thing confiderable ? I beleive you the 
peribn in the world (replyed ihe) who 
would make fuch a freind as I wifti for, 
if I had meritt enough to deferve it. 
Madam, fad I, confider well what you 
fay, and what you doe, for it is fuch a 
truft, and foe great an obligation that 
you lay vpon me, as I ought to em- 
brace with all imaginable reJpeft, and 
acknowledgment for the greateft: ho- 
nour you could doe me ; Madam, to be 
called your freind were the moft delire- 
able in the world, and I am fure I 
fliould endeavour to acquitt me of the 
duty with great chearfiillneJs and fide- 
lity. Pray leave your complimenting, 
(ftid Ihe fmileing) and be my freind 
then, and looke vpon me henceforth as 
your Child. To this purpofe was her 
obligeing reply; and there Handing 
pen and ink vpon the table, in which I 
had been drawing fomething vpon a pa- 
per 
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per like an Alter, ftic writt thefe words: 
Be this the Symboll of Inviolable 
Freindihip, — Marg. Bkgge, 1 6th Oc- 
tober, 1672, and vndemeath. For my 

brother E ; and foe delivered it 

to me with a fmile. Well, faid I, Ma- 
dam, this is an high obligation, and you 
have allready paid me for the grcatell 
fervice that I can ever pretend to doe 
you ; butt yett doe you know what 
you have done ? Yes, fayes ihe, very 
well ; butt pray what doc you meane ? 
Why, faid I, the title that has confe- 
crated this Alter is the Marriage of 
Souls, and the Golden thread that tyes 
the hearts of all the world ; I tell you, 
Madam, Freindlhipp is beyond all re- 
lations of fleih and blood, becaufe it ts 
lefe materiall ; there is nature in that of 
parents and kindred, butt [that of] 
Frcindfhipp is of courfe and without 
eleAion, for which the Conjugall State it 
felfe is not alwayes the moft happy ; 
and, therefore, thole who have had beft 
experience 
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experience chufe their freind out of all 
thefe circumftances, and have found 
him more lalling, and more efie(ft:uall. 
By this Symbol! you give me title to 
ail that you can with Honour and Re- 
ligion part with in this world ; and it 
is a topic I could adorne with glorious 
examples of what I (peak ; and the no- 
bleft things have been faid vpon it ; 
and the Laws and Meafures of Freind- 
fhipp are the niceft and the moft ob- 
ligeing; — butyouknowthemall. Well, 
replyed (he, fmileing, be it foe, — pray 
what am I to doe ? Nay, faid I, I'll 
tell you firfl; what you are to fuffer. 

The priviledges I claime (in virtue 
of that character) are that I may vifitt 
you without being thought importu- 
nate ; that I may now and then write 
to you to cultivate my Stile ; difcourfe 
with you to improve my Vnderftand- 
ing ; read to you to receive your Re- 
flaftions ; and that you freely command 
me 
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me vpon all occafions without any re- 
serve whatfoever ; you are to write to 
me when I am abfcnt ; mention me in 
all your prayers to God, to admoniih 
me of all my failings, to vifitt me in 
CickneCs, to take care of me when I am 
in diftrefs, and never to forfake me, 
change or leflen your particular efteeme, 
till I prove vnconftant or perfidious, 
and noe mans fretnd : in a word, there 
is in Freindfhipp fbmething of all rela- 
tions, and fomething above them all. 
Thefe, Madam, are the Laws, and they 
are reciprocall and eternall, &c. 

Thus, for a tyme, 'twixt jeft and 
eameft, the converiation putt her into 
the moll agreeable humor in the world. 
Well, (aid ihe, I will confider of what 
you fey ; butt pray remember you be 
my freind, and when next you come, 
I will tell you what I have for you to 
doe in good earneft ; and a litde after 
writt me this Letter. 

"My 
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" My Freind, 
" I have confidered and minded well 
what was laid, and what I writt, and 
will not recall it. I vnderftood fome- 
thing of the office of freindfliipp before 
I knew you, butt after what you have 
faid and offered, I beleive I (hall need 
little Inftru(5tion. Gratitude, join'd with 
the greateft efteeme I had before of you, 
will require all that you mention on my 
part ; you are then, my firft freind, the 
firft that ever I had, and ever ftiall you 
be foe. This is trueth vpon the word 
of a Chriftian ; and I beleive I ftiall not 
lay downe my refolutJon of continueing 
yours butt with my life. I thankfully 
accept all your Councell, and will en- 
deavour to follow it ; butt birds them- 
felves have allwayes the good nature 
to teach their young ones, and foe mud 
you ; looke vpon me then as your child 
as well as friend, and love me as your 
child, and, if you will, call me foe. 
What 
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What Meafures you are to obferve I 
meddle not with ; for a friend may doc 
what he pleafes ; they who give mony, 
give all : 'tis a laying of your owne as 
to Charity, they that are friends are 
all things, — lett that be myne. Butt 
as for the retumes for the good ofHces 
I receive, I bcleive my advice can be of 
little vfe to you, vnlels to ferve you as 
an A&. of humility, which muft be all 
the reaibn you will ever have to require 
it ; what ftiall I fay then more ? till death 
reckon me your freind ; you fee how I 
think I am with you ; and now, after 
all this, I may grow old or forgettfull, 
and Melancholy or Stupid, and in that 
Cafe, will no more anfwer for my fclfe 
then for a Stranger ; butt, whilft I am 
my felfe and a Chriftian, I will be 
yours." 

Itt would be an vnpardonable often- 

tation in me, and a great temptation to 

over vallue my felfe, and the poore 

fervices 
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fervices ftie was plea^ to accept of, 
ftiould I here repeate what fhe has left 
me vnder her owne hand vpon this 
fubjedt, in the moft pious and endear- 
ing expreiCons that could poHibly fall 
from the moft fincere and obligeing 
Creature in the world : butt to !ett them 
pals, — 'tis certaine, that from this mo- 
ment, I no more look'd vpon her as 
Mrs. Blagge, butt as my child indeed, 
and did, to the vttmoft of my poore 
abilitye, advice and ferve her in all 
her lecular and no few fpirituall affaires 
and concerns, with a diligence and fi- 
delity becomeing the truft and confi- 
dence Ihe repofcd in me, as an honour 
to be envyed by the beft of men : her 
friendihipp after this to me was foe 
tranlcendently fincere, noble, and Reli- 
gious, as taught me all its demeanfions, 
beyond any thing I ever read of its 
higheft Ideas; and ftie herfelfe was 
heard to fay, what ihe once thought to 
be a name onely and nothing elfe, fhe 
found 
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found a reall exiftance ; and that fricnd- 
ftiipp was for mutuall Improvement, 
and to fortifye every virtue ; and, in- 
deed, ihe was able to direft, and Coun- 
cell, and encourage, and Comfort. Nay, 
and has often told me with becomdng 
paffion. That flie with Joy could dye 
for a friend ; vrgeing that fentence of 
St. Pauls, nor are the meafures hard ; 
I am fiire willingly would I have done 
it for her : O fweete, O how defire- 
abie ! And, indeed, thefe holy tranfports 
made the Chriftians comunicate all they 
had ; the apoftles fpeake of fome who 
would have pluck'd out their very eyes 
and laid downe their necks for him, 
and called nothing their owne which 
others wanted. 'Tis this which made 
thofe faints of one mind and of one 
heart ; 'tis this has Crown'd a hundred 
thoufand martyrs, and fhewed vs that 
the moft confumate friendfliipps are the 
produifls of Religion and the love of 
God. There are Inumerable expref- 
fions 
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fions of this nature to be found in her 
letters to me, which are Charming, and 
indeed, foe tender and perfonall, that, 
tho' one (who) knew my demeritts as 
well as I my felfe doe, would fufpeft their 
fincerity ; yett I knew to be from her 
heart, which was full of mod generous 
refentments. In a word, I may fay, as 
David did of Jonathan, her friendftiipp 
to me was paifing the love of women ; 
nor verily, was it without an intire 
fimpathye on my part ; and there was 
providence In itt, as well as inclination 
for the exceeding and moft eminent 
piety and goodnefs that ever conse- 
crated a worthy freindftiipp, flione foe 
bright in this blefled faint, as intitled 
her to all the fervices, refped, and ve- 
neration I was capable of giveing her. 

Never am I to forgett this Golden 

exprellion of hers to me. I would 

have (iayes fhe) nothing that paffes be- 

tweenc vs have any Refemblance of 

friendfhipp 
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fricndfhipp that doe not laft. Butt, 
Madam, whither has this Indearing to- 
pic traniported me. 

After this Iblemn eng^ement then, 
flie (bone accquainted me with many of 
her concerns ; made me the depofitarie 
of her pious thoughts and refblutions, 
and putt her whole fortune intirely 
into my hands ; which, indeed, lay in 
fome danger for want of that aflift- 
ance, which fhe might have had from 
an able perfon, the' from none more 
faithfull and more Induftrious to Im- 
prove it to the beft of my capacity ; I 
was only greiv'd, when att any tyme 
fhe thought it a trouble to me; butt 
ihe would fey : I am your Child, and 
whither fhould I goe butt to you ; never 
will I doe any thing without you whilft 
I live : more defference and humility 
could Ihe not have paid to a father ; 
more confidence in a friend ; and this 
temper'd with that fweetneJs and ex- 
terordnary 
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terordnary piety, that I am not able to 
fupport the confideration of the lofs of 
fuch a friendfliipp without vn{peakable 
griefe. 

Seldome or rarely came I to waite on 
her, (if ftie were not in company) but 
I found her in her little oratorie, and 
fome tymes all in feares, for never was 
Creature more devout and tender ; and 
a thoufandCafesand queflions would Hie 
propound to me, for which I would ftill 
referr her to that Reverend and leam'd 
divine, with whome fhe did conftantly 
correfpondvponall occafionsofipirituall 
advice ; foe carefull and curious was 
this faint in the concernments of her 
foule ; butt Ihe would often tell me, 
he was too gentle, and, therefore, re- 
quired of me todeale Impartially; [that] 
I was her friend, and that a friend was 
Ghoftly father, and every thing to her ; 
indeed I would often reprove her tire- 
fome methods and thought to plant 
the 
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the confideracion of the memory and 
love of God in her thoughts ; and to 
cure her of the fad and frieghtfuU ap- 
preheniions fhe - fometymes feemed to 
have, that God was a fevere exafter ; 
that Ihe had never /done enough, and 
ferved an auftere Mailer, not to be 
plealed without abundance of labour 
and formes without end ; and for this 
ftie would frequently give me thanks, 
that I had lett her fee and tall more of 
the love of God and delices of Religion, 
then ever flie had before. And veryly 
this holy and Religious temper of hers, 
was enough to winn the efteeme of all 
that had any fence of goodnefs. Nor 
was her tyme wholly fpent in the con- 
templative part of piety ; ftie was all- 
wayes doeing fome good offices for one 
or other, gave frequent and confider- 
able releife to poore and indigent peo- 
ple, and not feldome made me her al- 
moner, and the hand to convey it where 
Ihe could not well her felfe ; butt of 
this 
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this and the many vifitts fhe in her 
owne perfbn made (delicate as Jhe was) 
to refrefli and comfort the fick and mi- 
ferable, even amongft the moft wretch- 
edly poore, nott without great incon- 
veniency to her health, I fliall give 
account hereafter: butt hitherto was 
flie advanc'dj being yett hardly enter'd 
her Nineteenth yeare, an age that few in 
her circumftances foe foone fett out att, 
and [would] that I begun as early and as 
early finifti'd. 

Wee will now then looke vpon her 
as att Whitehall, whither ftie came 
from St. James to wMte vpon her Ma- 
jeftye, after the death of the Dutchefs, 
when fhe was not above fixteene. I 
had not then indeed the honour to 
know her; butt I have heard from 
others, that her beauty and her witt 
was foe exterordnary improved, as there 
had nothing been feene more furprize- 
ing, and full of charmes ; every body- 
was 
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was in love with, and fome allmoft dye- 
ing for her, whilft with all the Modefty 
and Circumfpedion imaginable, flie 
drove to EcHpfe the lufter which ihe 
gave ; andwouldoften check the vivacity 
which was naturall, and perfeiftly be- 
came her, for feare of giveing occafion 
to thofe who lay in waite to deceive. 
Butt it was not poffibte here to make the 
leaft approach, butt fuch as was full of 
Honour ; and the diHance Ihe obferv'd, 
and Caution and Judgment fhe was 
miftrefs of, proteded her from all im- 
pertinent addreHes, till fhe had made a 
Choice, without Reproach, and worthy 
her Eftceme, namely, of that excellent 
Perfon, who was afterwards her Huf- 
band, after a paHion of no lefs than 
Nine long yeares, that they both had 
been the moft intire and faithfull lovers 
in the world. This was a fpace indeed 
of fufficient probation, nor will I pre- 
fume to dive into the circumftances 
which made them be (oe long refblve- 
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ing, flie being then it {eems butt very 
young, and both of a temper foe ex- 
treamly difcreete. Butt as to the firft 
Imjffeffions, I will relate to your Lady- 
ihipp what I have leam'd from her 
felfe, when fometymes flie was plea^d 
to truft me with diverfe pailages of her 
Life, For it was not poflible I could 
hear of {oz long an Amour, foe honor- 
able a love and conftant pafTion, and 
which I eaiily perceived concerned her, 
as lookeing vpon herfelfe vnfettled, 
and one who had long fmce refolved 
nott to make the Court her reft, butt 
I muft be touched with fome Care for 
her. I would now and then kindly 
chide her, why ftie fufFer'd thofe hin- 
guiftiments when I knew not on whome 
to lay the blame. For tho' (he would 
induftrioufly conceale her difquiett, and 
divert it vnder the notion of the Spleene, 
fhe could not but acknowledge to me 
where the dart was fix'd ; nor was any 
thing more ingenuous then what Ihe 
now 
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now writt me vpon this SubjeA, by 
which your Ladyfhipp will perceive, as 
with what peculiar confidence (he was 
pleafed to honour me, foe, with what 
early prudence and great pietye ftie ma- 
nag'd the paffion, which, of all other, 
young people are comonly the moft pre- 
diMtate in and vnadviPd. 

" I came," fayes flie, *' foe young, as 
I tell you, into the world (that is, about 
14 yeares of Age,) where no foonerwas 
I entred, butt various opinions were 
delivered of me and the perfon whome 
(you know,) was more favourable then 
the reft were to me, and did, after fome 
tyme, declare it to me. The firft thing 
which tempts young weomen is vanity, 
and I made that my great deligne. 
Butt Love foone taught me another 
Leflbn, and I found the trouble of 
being tyed to the hearing of any fave 
him ; which made me refolve that either 
he or none ihould have the pofleflion 
of 
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of your Friend. Being thus fbone len- 
cible of Love my felfe, I was cafily 
perfwaded to keepe my fclfc from give- 
ing him any cauie of Jealoufye, and in 
foe long a tyme never has there been 
theleaft. 

" This, vnder God's providence, has 
been the means of preferveing me from 
many of thofe mifsfortunes youngCrea- 
tures meet with in the world, and in a 
Court efpetially. Att firft wee thought 
of nothing but liveing allwayes to- 
gcather, and that wee (hould be happy. 
Butt att laft he was fent abroad by his 
Majeftye, and fell fick, which gave me 
great trouble ; and I allow'd more tyme 
for Prayer and the performance of holy 
dutyes than before I had ever done, 
and I thank God, found infinite plca- 
fure in it, farr beyond any other, and I 
thought lefs of foolifti things that vfed 
totakevpmytyme. Being thus changed 
my felfe, and Hkeing it foe well, I eara- 
eftly 
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eftly b^g'd of God that he would im- 
part the iame fatisfaftion to him I 
loved ; 'tis done, (my friend) 'tis done, 
and from my foule I am thankfull; 
and tho' I belave he loves me paflion- 
ately, yett I am not where I was : my 
place is fill'd vpp with HIM who is all 
in all. I find in him none of that tor- 
menting paflion to which I need facte- 
fice my felfe ; butt ftill were wee diJT- 
engag'd from the world, wee ihould 
marry vnder fuch reftraints as were fitt, 
and by the agreeablenefs of our hu- 
mour, make each other happy. Butt 
att prefent there are obftruftions : he 
muft be perpetually engaged inbuiflhefs, 
and follow the Court, and live allwayes 
in the world, and foe have le£ tyme 
for the fervice of God, which is a fenf- 
cible affliAion to him ; wherefore, wee 
ire not determined to precipitate that 
nutter, butt to expeft a while, and fee 
how things will goe ; haveing a great 
mind to be togeather, which cannot 
with 
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with decency be done without marry- 
ing, nor, to either of our ^tisfaAions, 
without being free from the world. 
In fliort, ferving of God is our end, 
and if wee cannott do that quiedy ft>- 
geather wee will afunder. You know 
our Saviour {ayes, that all could not 
receive that dodrine, but to thofe who 
could, he gave noe contradidion ; and 
if wee can butt pals our youngeryeares, 
'tis not likely wee ftiould be concem'd 
for marrying when old. If wee could 
marry now, I don't fee butt thofe in- 
conveniencys may happen by licknefs, 
or abfence, or death. In a word, if 
we marry, it will be to fcrve God and 
to encourage one another dayly ; if 
wee doe not, 'tis for that end too ; and 
wee know God will direft thofe who 
fincerely defire his love above all other 
Confiderations ; now fiiould wee both 
refblve to continue as we are, be a£~ 
fur'd, I fhould be as litde Idle as if I 
were a wife. I ihould attend to prayer 
and 
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and all other ChrilHan dutyes, and 
make thefe my pleaiures, {eeing I chuie 
not the condition out of rcftraint and 
fingularity, but to ferve God the bet- 
ter." 

j This being in anfwer to Ibmethlng I 
i had written to her vpon a lerious de- 
I bate, in which I had oppofed a melan- 
I choly Refolution, flie would now and 
then entertaine me with, of abfolutely 
renouncing the thoughts of Marriage 
and wholly retireing in the world, I 
give you [it] in her owne Style and holy 
thoughts, as an Inflance of that early 
piety and prudentiall weighing of things 
and drcumftances, which accompanied 
all her aiftions ; nor could 1 have pre- 
fented your Ladyfhipp with a more II- 
luftrious part of her hiftory nor more 
inftruftive. 

In good eamcft, this purpofe of 
wholly vacateing to Religion, was att 

this 
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this tyme {be imprinted in her, that 
whether ihe marryed or remain'd fingle, 
refolv'd ftie was to depart the Court. 
She had frequently told me, that Seaven 
yeares was enough and too much, to 
trifle any longer there : and, according- 
ly, one day that I leaft dream't of it, 
ftie came expreisly to my lodgeing and 
accquainted me with her Intention to 
goe [and] live att Berkley Houfe, and 
that if ftie did alter her condition by 
Marriage, it ftiould be when flxe was 
perfeiftly free, and had eflayed how her 
detachment from Royall fervitude would 
comport with her before fhe deter- 
min'd concerning another change. I 
happen'd to be with her in the Queens 
withdrawing roome, when a day or two 
after, finding her oppertunity, and that 
there was lefs company, ftie begg'd 
leave oftheirMajeftyes to retire; never 
fliall I forgett the humble and become- 
ing addrefs ftie made, nor the Joy that 
difcover'd its felfe in this Angells couti~ 
tenance 
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teiunce, above any thing I had ever 
obfeired of tranlport in her, when flie 
had obt^ned her Aike ; for, I muft tell 
you, Madam, ihe had made fome at- 
tempts before without fucceis, which 
gave her much anxietie. Their Majef- 
tyes were both vnwiUing to part with 
fuch a Jewell ; and I confefs, from that 
tyme, I look'd vpon White Hall with 
pittf, not to fay Contempt, What will 
become faid I, of CorinthuSj the Cltty 
of Luxury, when the graces have aban- 
don'd it, whofe piety and example is 
foe highly ncceflary ? Aftraea foe left 
the Lower world. And for my part, I 
never fett my foote in it afterwards, 
butt as ent'ring into a folitude, and 
was ready to cry out with the wife of 
Phineas, that its glory was departed. 
She tooke, I allure you, her leave of 
their Majeflyes with foe much mo- 
defty and good a Grace, that tho' they 
look't as if they would have a little re- 
proacK't her for makeing foe much haft, 
they 
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they could not find in their hearts to 
fay an vnfcind word to her ; butt there 
was for all that I am certaine Ibme- 
thing att the heart like griefe ; and I 
leave youj Madam, to imagine how the 
reft of the Court moum'd this Recefs, 
and how dim the tapers burnt as ihe 
paff'd the anti-chamber. ' Is Mrs. 
Blagge goeingj' fayes a faire creature ; 
' why ftay I here any longer?' others, 
' that the Court had never fuch a Starr 
in all its hemifpheere ; ' and veryly, I 
had not obferved (be vniverfall a damp 
vpon the Ipiritts of every one that knew 
her. Itt was, I remember, cm a Sun- 
day night, after moft of the company 
were departed, that I waited on her 
downe to her Chamber, where flie was 
noe fooner enter'd, butt falling on her 
knees, ihe blelTed God as for a Signall 
deliverance; ihewascomeout of Egypt, 
and now in the way to the Land of 
Promife. You will eafyly figure to 
your felfe how buifly the young Saint 
was 
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was the next morning in makeing vpp 
her little carriage to quitt her prifon : 
and when you have fancied the Con- 
flagration of a certaine Citty the Scrip- 
ture fpeaks of, imagine this Lady trulT- 
ing vpp her Uttle fardle> like the two 
daughters whom the angell hallned and 
conduced ; butt the fimilitude goes no 
fiirther, for this holy Virgin went to 
Zoar, they to the cave of Folly and 
Intemperance ; there was no danger of 
her lookeing back and becomeing a 
Statue for forrow of what Ihe left be- 
hind. All her houfehold ftuffe befides 
a Bible and a bundle of Prayer bookes, 
was packed vpp in a very little Com- 
pafc, for ihe lived foe farr from fuper- 
fluitye, that Ihe carryed all that was 
vallueable in her perfon ; and tho' fhe 
had a Courtly wardrobe, Ihe affeAed it 
not, becaufe every thing became her 
that Ihe putt on, and fhe became every 
thing was putt vpon her. 

She 
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She tooke her leave of the mother of 
the Maids as became her; butt (he 
could not weepe till your Ladyftiipps 
filler, whome ftie was ftill to leave in 
Captivitye fell on her neck, and then 
there fell mutuall tears, that trickled 
downe her Cheeks like the dew of 
Flowers, and made a lovely griefe : to 
her and to your Ladyfliipp (he left her 
pretty Oratorye, (be often confecrated 
with her prayers and devotions, as to 
the only fuccelTors of her Virtues and 
Piety ; and as I am perfwaded that the 
Court was every day lefs fenfible of its 
lofle whilft you both continued in it, 
becaufe you trode in this Religious 
Ladys Stepps, foe the piety it any where 
ftill retaines is accountable to your 
rare examples; of (uch Importance is 
one Religious Perlbn to a whole Socie- 
ty, and fometymes to a Nation. 

Butt to retume to her remove from. 
Court. I am the more particular as 
haveing 
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haveing had the honour to waite on her 
to Berkley Houfe ; I tell your Lady- 
fliipp, 1 never beheld her more orient 
then Ihe appeared att this tyme, and 
the moment Oie fett foote in the 
Coach her eyes fparkled with Joy, and 
a marvelous lullure ; the Roles of her 
Cheeks were foe frefh, and her coun- 
tenance foe gay, as if with the reft of 
her perfedtions (had ihe not left your 
two Sifters there) ftie had caryed all 
the Beautyes as well as all the Virtue 
of the Court away with her too. Butt 
ah, had you feen with what effufion 
and open armes fhe entred Berkley 
Houfe, and ^rung into the Carefles of 
my Lady, in what a trice after ihe was 
ledd vp into her apartmentt ihe had 
putt all her Equip^e in order, rang'd 
her Library, and difpofed of her Com- 
pendious Inventory, you would have 
laid there was nothing prettyer then 
that buiily moment. And now when 
flie had confecrated her new Oratorye 
with 
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with a devout Alpiradon and the In- 
cenfe of an humble Soule, for the blef- 
fings of this fweete Retirement, flic 
fatt downe and admired her fwcet feli- 
citye. For, as I told your Ladylhipp, 
'twas not altogeather that Ihe might be 
diflengaged from Court that flie de- 
signed to quitt itc ; butt that fhe might 
vacate more to ftrider duty. She be- 
lieved that att Berkley Houfe ftie ihould 
be more att her owne diiTpofall ; that 
(he (hould have noe body to obferve 
butt God ; be miftrefs of her houres, 
and goveme her afl&ires fuitable to her 
devout Inclinations : and when Ihe fe- 
rioufly requir'd my opinion of it, I 
could not diflaprove it. Itt brought to 
mind how in the declenfion of the Em- 
pire, and when the (inns and vices of a 
licentious and abandon'd ^e had al- 
larm'd the Roman world with a bar- 
barous and vniverfall warr, like what 
was now vpon the fcene of Europe, 
that Paula and her daughter Eulloch- 
ium. 
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ium, (two rich and beautiful! Ladys) 
quitted the (plendor of a pompous 
Ojurt for the Recefles of Bethelem and 
the Solitudes of Judea, and to proftrate 
themfelves att the manger of a divine 
babe, and then att the foote of Calva- 
rye, where this holy Mother and beau- 
tious Daughter fpcnt the reft of their 
dayes in the recolletftion of their lives 
and the ferviceof Jeftis: me-thought no- 
thing more ever refembled this AA of 
thofeDevotas than the heroick refblution 
of our Saint ; in this yett fuperior to 
theirs, as hers was IjrontaneouSj theirs 
by the importunityes of St. Hicrome ; 
abandoning the Royall Circle, where fhe 
made vp the conftelladons, for a Circle 
of reall Starrs, and to Hand before the 
throne of the Lamb ; ftie deferts the 
glittering Balls and goes no more to the 
Theater, that flie may fing in the quire 
of Seraphins, and contemplate the ce- 
leftiall vifion ; fhe cares not for the 
Sumptuous Entertainments, the Mu- 
fick. 
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fick, Maflcing, and perfumes, to morti- 
fye her fences, and enjoy intelleftuall 
pleafures ; ihe negleds the gay and ftu- 
dious Drefs, the Raillery and reputa- 
tion of a Witt, which made her the Hfe 
of Converfation and the pretty miracle 
of Court, that fhe may adorne her 
bright Soule, and converfe with An- 
gells ; fhe chafes rather to fufFer dimi- 
nution, and the cenfure of men as per- 
cife and lingular ; to be a reall Maid of 
Honour, then to have the name, and 
live in the fcene of Temptation and 
the pleafures of Sinn for a feafbn : in a 
word, I fancied her call'd, as was Abra- 
ham out of Vr of the Chaldees and 
from the IdoUs of Haran. 

Butt as nothing on this fide heaven 
is permanent long, fhe had not been in 
this Imaginarye and indeed fweete re- 
tirement, and where tho' one of the 
moft magnificent pallaces of the Towne, 
fhe had her apartment remote from the 
buifly 
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buUTy part of the houfe, and was rarely 
fitted for her purpofes of devotion ; I 
lay, it was not long, when partly from 
the necelfity of Complyance with the 
Lady of the family, the continuall and 
importune vifitts of the great perfons 
which vTd to frequent that place, ob- 
ligeing her to tedious Cerimony and 
conversation that often interrupted her 
Courle, andpartly(from)otherCircum- 
ftances, which for the prefcnt feemedlefs 
favourable to their Intentions of mar- 
riage (be {bone, and the dilquiett it putt 
her to, Ihe not only deliberated in good 
eameft, butt refum'd her former Inclina- 
tion with more refolution than ever, of 
removeing ferther from thefe Impedi- 
ments and all togeather abandoning the 
world. I have really been touch'd inthe 
deepeft fence to fee the Conflifls this de- 
vout Creature vnderwent, betweene her 
love and her devotion ; or fliall I call 
them both her love ; for foe they were : 
a thoufand tymes has flie told me ihe 
would 
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would abide as (he was, and then her pitty 
for him who could not live in her abfence, 
divided her afrefti, and peirc'd her to the 
foule ; and when flie was in the deepeft 
of this Conceme for him, nothing I 
have ever read in the EpiflJes of Seneca, 
had that excellent Stoick been indeed a 
Chriftian, appear'd more divinely phi- 
lofbphicall then the Topics Ihe would 
vfe to divert his paflion, and reafon 
him into an indifference for her, when 
(of all things in the world,) it was not 
indiiFerent to her that he (hould have 
lov'd her lefs. Butt fhe had really that 
abfolute Empire over her owne aifec- 
tions, and fuch potent Inclinations to 
make God and Religion the buiflhefs 
of her life, that as I faid, fhe was 
many times vpon the Brink of Refolve- 
ing to abandon all the world : Ihe be- 
leived that I who knew love to be 
ftronger then death, would never ap- 
prove of this relblution ; and, there- 
fore, fhe pretended att firft, only to 
make 
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make a vilite to her lifter the Lady 
Yarbrough in Yorkfheir, for a month 
or two dureing the fummer ; butt after 
that, fhe could not conceale from me a 
further defigne of goeing from thence 
to Hereford, to live by herfelf vnder 
the direftion of the Reverend Deane of 
that Cathedrall, who had long been her 
fpirituall father. This was the Zoare 
ftie often languiJhed after, vfeing that 
of Righteous Lett, "Is it not a little 
one, and my foule (hall live." " Yes, my 
friend," fays ihe, *' in perfefl: libertye 
without formes ; frugally, without Con- 
tempt; conveniently, without pomp; 
att diftance from the Buftle of theworld, 
where I Ihall forgett and be forgotten, 
be arbitrefe of my tyme, and ferve God 
regularly ; chule my Converlation, and 
when I alter my Condition, doe it with 
your advice ; which I am fure will never 
be to alter a purpofe foe reafonable, and 
foe fitt for one in my Circumftances," 
Thus would this blefled Creature dif- 
course 
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courfe it with me, whilft in the meane 
tyme, ihe was ballanceing in herfelfe 
when it came to a Refolution. " The 
Lord help me, dear freind," fayes 
Ihe to me, in another Letter, " I know 
not what to determine ; fometymes I 
think one thing, fometymes another; 
one day I fancy noe life foe pure as the 
vnmarryed, another day I think it lefs 
exemplarye, and that the marryed life 
has more oppertunity of exercifeing 
Charity ; and then againe, that 'tis ftdl 
of folicitude and worldlynefs, foe as 
what I ftiall doe, I know not. He 
can live without a wife willingly, butt 
without me he is vnwllling to live, 
foe as if I doe not marry he is not in 
danger of finn ; butt if I or he or both 
ftiould repent, O Lord and Governor of 
my life, leave me not to my folfe, to the 
Counfell of my whole heart, butt fend 
me wildome from thy throne to direA, 
affift, and lead me foberly in my doeings. 
Thou haft imparted to us reafon for 
our 
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our guide ; butt O rule thou that rea- 
fon, for without thou ConduA it I ihall 
be in perpetuall hazard. Lord, I re- 
nounce allJudgment,alIknowledge,and 
difcrerion of my owne ; I defire not to 
be a Child of this world, wife in their 
Generation, butt to be a Foole that I 
may indeed be wife. I am in a (Iraight 
and know not what to chufe, determine 
thou for me, O bleffed Lord. Remem- 
ber that for near thefe one and twenty 
yeares I have been thy care, and I blefs 
the for it. Thou haft frequently and 
wonderfully preferv'd me, both in ipi- 
rituall and temporall dangers, and over 
and above has done Innumerable good 
things for me ; O leave me not now in 
this difficulty, butt once more be thou 
my Councellor, and whilft I live will I 
be thy faithfull, thankful!, fervant. Say, 
Amen with me, dear fraud." 

Behold, Madam, the Letter, or ra- 
ther the ejaculation which an heart in- 
tirely 
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tirely poUeiT'd with Religious Senti- 
ments, made her diAate on this occa- 
fion ; nor Jhould I have produc'd thcfe 
particulars (con-credited to me in Ipe- 
tiall Confidence) butt to lett you fee, 
with how holy a defigne and confidera- 
cion (he proceeded ; and how Infinitely 
diiFerent from the method of makeing 
love and receiveing addrclTes now a 
dayes. Veryly, when I reflect vpon her 
youth, beauty, witt, the temptations 
and confliifls ihe fuftdn'd, to comply 
with the affeftion fhe had for her two 
Rivall loves (for foe I ^aine call 
them) I am haife aftonifh'd, butt you 
fliall hear how paflionately flie defcribes 
it, and thus goes on. 

" Much afllifted and in great agony 
was your poor friend this day, to think 
of the love of the holy Jefus, and yett 
be Ibe little able to make him any re- 
tume. For with what favour have I 
protefted againft all aifedlion to the 
things 
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things of this world ; refign'd them all 
without exception ; when the firft mo- 
ment I am tryed, I fhrink away, and 
am paffionately fond of the Creature, 
and forgetful! of the Creator, This, 
when I confider'd, I fell on my knees, 
and with many teares, b^g'd of God 
to ainft me with his Grace, and banilh 
from me all Concerne butt that of hea- 
venly things, and wholly to poflefs my 
heart himlelfe ; and either releive me in 
this Conflid:, now foe long fuflain'd, or 
continue to me Strength to refill it, ftill 
fearing if the combate ceafe not in tyme, 
I fhould repine for being putt vpon foe 
hard a dutye. Butt then againe, when 
I call to mind the Grace of Selfe deny- 
all, the honour of fuffering for my Sa- 
viour, the Reward propof'd for thofe 
that conquer, the delight I Ihall con- 
ceive in feeing and enjoying him ; the 
happynefs of the life above ; I that am 
thus feeble, thus fearfull, call, (out of 
exercife of his Grace,) yea, for tribula- 
tion, 
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tion, for perfecution, for contradi^ons 
to my owne delires, and for every 
thing agreeable to the Spiritt and dif- 
pleaiing to the flefh. Thus, with St. 
Paul, when I am weake then am I 
ftrong ; when I am in Ibrrow then am 
I rgoiceing ; one wKome I love is here, 
butt I am gott to other Company, and 
well have I been regal'd, for God has 
beenvery gratioustome; moft bitterly 
have I wept to think how much of my 
heart he has, how little my blefled Sa- 
viour, who has loved and (iiffered for me 
foe much more ; happy, ah happy, are 
you my friend, that are paft that mighty 
love to the Creature. Butt I make this 
my humble confeffion to God and youj 
bewayleing my loveing any thing butt 
himlelf; imploreing him to tranflate 
my affedions, and place them on him 
alone. Thus to you doe I difplay my 
griefe, I can leave him whome here 
I love, to goe to my Jelus for ever 
butt I Confers, 'tis hard for me to leave 
him 
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him now foe often as I doe, and this 
breaks my heart, that after (be many 
folemn profeflions to God, what I would 
doe for him, I fhould with fuch reluift- 
ancy part from this perfon, to pray, 
and to read, and to goe to holy du- 
tyes. 

" Now, dear freitid, fhould I marry, 
and refufe to goe to my Lord, part 
vnwillingiy, or refufe him, what would 
become of me ? No, No, I will re- 
maine my Saviours; he Ihall be my 
love, my hufband, my all ; I will keepe 
my Virgin, prefent it vnto Chrift, and 
not putt myfelfe into the temptation 
of loveing any thing in Competition 
with my God." 

Thus farr this devout and tender 
Creature : nor this the laft wherein fhe 
has conjur'd me to advife what fhe 
fhould refolve on, when often her heart 
as I faid, has been divided betweene 
her 
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her lovers, as was St. Pauls in another 
cafe, even wlihing to be diflblv'd, that 
ftie might be with Chrift, and freed 
irom all this folicitude, as ihe has fre- 
quently expreff'd it to me. And now 
what was I to retume ? truely I was 
myfelfe alfoe fometymes divided in my 
thoughts. She had perpetuall Inclina- 
tions to retire from all the world, eipe- 
tially apprehending that by any fecular 
circumftances, fhe might poflibly re- 
maine in a doubtful condition, and the 
refolution was once foe ftrongly fix'd, 
that with noe fmall dificulty I oppofed 
it. Bdng foe fully perfwaded as I was, 
that they would be exceeding bleffings 
to one another, rare examples of the 
conjugall ftate, and that nothing could 
hinder the purfuite of an holy life and 
the love of God, foe much as this 
pendulous and vncertaine condition, 
whilft marriage fixe would find compofe 
her devout fpiritt, and improve it, I 
told her, ihe was not free, as I con- 
ceiv'd. 
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ceiv'd to relblve foe peremptory lye ; 
that it was to doe violence to one 
whome Ihe acknowledg'd could not live 
without her ; nay, that if to comply 
with her, he putt conftraint vpon him- 
felfe, ihe fKouId not doe well, fmce his 
A^on in this Cafe ought to be as free 
as her owne ; and that ihe fliould doe a 
much nobler and [more] fclf denying 
thing, to preferr the fadsfadlion of foe 
worthy a Creature before her owne. I 
confented to all her Elogies of the Vii^;in 
State, butt that there were no lefs due 
to the Conjugall ; and that if there were 
fome temptations in it, her meritts would 
be the gi-eater, and the exercife of her 
virtue ; Circled indeed It was with fome 
tollerable thomes, butt rewarded with 
illuftrious Coronetts for the good it 
prcxiuc'd; thatastotheoppertunityesof 
ferveing God, an aiftive life was prefer- 
rable to the Contemplative; and that I 
ihould not doubt to fee asmanyCrown'd 
in heaven who had been marryed, as of 
Virgins 
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Virgins: fince from Marriage all the 
Vii^ns in the world had their orriginall, 
and all the Saints that ever were or ever 
fliall be ; that it was the Seminary of 
the Church and care of Angells ; and 
that [though] our beloved [Lord] were 
borne of a Virgin, fhe was yctt vail'd 
vnder the Cover of Marriage ; and foe 
when St. Paul exalted the Celibate above 
it, for the advantages he enumerates, 
itt was nott to derogate from Marriage, 
butt becaufe of the prefent diftrefe and 
the Impediments of a family to an 
Itinerant and Perfecuted ApofUe, and 
thofc who in that Conjundure had noc 
certaine aboade. That as to the per- 
feftion and puritye of the State, 'twas 
one thing to be marryed to a Man, 
and another to a Hufband ; to the £rll 
indeed, moft of the world were joined, 
to the fecond, none butt the Religious. 
That as 'twas Inllituted in Paradise, 
and dignifyed hy our blefled Saviours 
prefence ; compared to the moft inti- 
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mate Indearements of Chrift to his 
Church, 'twas often bleiled with exter- 
ordnary profiierity even in this world. 
That the fidelity, fociety, mutuall affec- 
tion, and inftance of religious Mar- 
riages, the regularity of their Charitye, 
and hofpitality of their familyes, was 
Emulous of the higheft pretences of 
the Virgin and more Iblitary Condition. 
Doe you (would I fay) efteeme it noe 
honour to have given Saints to the 
Church, and vlefull members to the 
State in which you live ; and that you 
can be holpitable to ftrangers, inftitute 
your Children, give indrudtion to your 
fervants, example to the neighbours, 
and be the parent of a thoufand other 
bleffings. I remembered her of what 
fometymes fhe would fay, that if ihe 
raanyed and had noe Children, (he 
ihould be difplealed ; and if ihe had, 
flic might have either too many, or too 
wicked and vntoward ; this, I told her, 
was to cUftruft Gods providence, and 
Ihe 
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(he did not well to make thofe reflec- 
tions ; when in all events there was ex- 
cercile of faith, and patience, Induftry, 
and other graces ; and that fhe would 
not be happy vnlefs ihee was alone, not 
confidering that the few may be as well 
fooles, as vitious, — which is worie; and 
that one of the many may recompence 
all her care for the reft ; that if ftie 
who bare her had been of that mind, 
there would have been one lefs Saint 
to Glorifye God ; that I ftiould have 
wanted an excellent friend, and ibe 
would many others, who now blefl''d 
God for the Charityes ftie <Ud them. 
Vpon all thefe Topycs I challeng'd her 
humility, her faith, and her love. I 
l^d before her how much more afFe«fted, 
morofe, covetous, obnoxious to tempt- 
ation and reproach an old Maid would 
be, who was knowne to have engaged 
her aiFe&ion allreadyi than one who 
had never entertmn'd an addrefe. Then 
the trouble and ibrrow of bringing 
forth 
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forth and expence of a family, would 
att another tyme affreight her ; little 
weomen, I told her, had little paine ; 
and that Queens had endured as much 
with patience and chearfullnels ; that 
as to great fortunes and fupport, opu- 
lent couples were not exempted from 
Cares, and that the' I was aflured God 
had great bleffings of that kind alfoe 
in rcicrve ; yett fowre provifions and 
lets Ambition, were as happy in the 
mutuall affeftion of each other, where 
there was a Competency for the pre- 
sent, and foe faire a prolpeft for the 
future : in a word, that there was 
Ibme thing foe patriarchall (not to fay 
deipotic) and Royall in a well govern'd 
family, and worthy marriages, that I 
could not butt give it preheminence to 
all flie had objefted. Thefe were the 
oonflifts wee had on this fubjeft ; and 
the difficultyes flie fuggefted, where, I 
plainly told her, Itt was by no means 
agreeable to her piety, nor to the Equi- 
tye 
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tye of the thing, that any lels confide- 
ration than the fore fight of inevitable 
ruine, fliould fufpend her refolutions of 
giveing her felfe to a deferveing perfon 
whofe approaches had been foe honour- 
able, and whome ihe confeff'd Ihe lov'd 
above all the world. There is certanly 
nothing more calamitous, then where 
love (as they call it) drives the bar- 
gaine, and paflion blinds the Man; butt 
foe the young things precipitate, and 
the Giddy are entangled, and when the 
fancy cooles, repentance fucceeds, and 
it ends in averfion and anxietye. But 
thefe Calentures concem'd not this 
excellent Couple, and fuch a Conjuga- 
tion of likely circumllances. I would 
tell her itt was not enough to be happy 
alone, when ftie might make another 
foe ; or ought ihe to refolve not to alter 
her Condition till ihe was out of reach 
of accidents, that it became a cruell 
and ill natur'd Laban to exa<5t a double 
apprentyihipp for a Rachell ; that it 
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was Saul that putt David to adventure 
fi)r a wife ; that the Heroick tymes 
were now antiquated, and people pro- 
ceeded by gentler and more compen- 
dious methods ; and the decencyes of 
her fex, and cullome of the^ nation, and 
the honour of the condition, and the 
wantof Monafteryesandpyous Recefles 
obliged her to marry. Marry then in 
Gods name, faid I, fince my advice you 
aike : itt is finally what I think you 
ought to refolvc on ; tho' if I ftuddied 
my owne ikusfadion, I ihould rather 
promote this averfion, and feeke to for- 
tiiye your fufpicion ; for as I profefs it 
the greateft Contentment of my life 
that you have vowed me your friend- 
fhipp {be Iblemnly, and that you will 
be conftant, whilft I incite you to marry, 
I endanger and putt it to the hazard ; 
for perhapps your hufband may be 
jealous, tho' without caule ; or he 
may have particular diflike to me, or 
may not be noble, free, and ingenious. 
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or may make you vnhappy otherwife, 
which would be the greateft affliftion 
could happen to me ; whereas, contin- 
uing as you are, misftreTs of your felfe 
and your converfation, your virtue and 
my yeares, and the confciencc of my 
duty, and both our difcretions, will pre- 
ferve our friendihipp honorable, pious, 
and vfefull. In fum, I fatd nothing 
vpon Marriage, butt what I could vn- 
ravcU to the advantage of virginitye, — 
the eafe of a fingle life, the opportuni- 
tyes of doeing more good, of ferveing 
God better, of prolonging life — by ex- 
ample and precept from Scripture, from 
Fathers, from Legends and hiftoryes, 
and prefent her fuch a lovely pidiire 
of that ftate, which approaches next 
the nature of Angells, (who neither 
marry nor are given in marriage) as 
would have brought her to more than 
a fufpence, or requireing farther advice : 
ihe would have needed no farther ar- 
gument to render her more vnkind to 
Hymen, 
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Hymen, and t» the repofe of one who 
ftie knew I pittyed ; and, therefore, I 
ever perfwaded her againft the Recefs 
ihe Hx often was threatning, as a thing 
iingular and of little advantage. I 
applauded her recourfe to affiduous and 
humble prayer ; that God would direft 
her for the beft, and that after all I had 
fud and written to her, Ihe would make 
that her Oracle ; being confident that 
God, who had hitherto taken luch fig- 
nail care of her, would not fufFer her 
to mifcarry in this Conceme. For I 
could not endure to lee her allwayes in a 
doubtfull and vncertaine condition ; be- 
caufe it could be profitable for neither, 
for when ihe had ierioufly confiilted 
her friends, fhe had done all that was 
required ; and lince it could not but 
be their vniverfall fuffrage, ihe was to 
accquiefs, I therefore adviied her, that 
in caie ihe fliU reiblv'd to live as ihe 
:, it ihould be butt for a tyme, 
without Impofeing on her ielfe, and foe 
from 
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from tyme to tyme, as Circumftances 
might be, butt till then mind her 
health ; for fhe began to looke pale and 
leane, and had been too negligent of 
her felfe, which I reprov'd her for. 
Butt this did not alltogeather the ef- 
feft, — Ihe rqoines, and writes to me 
from Twicknam thus: — 

" i6th July. 
" Your advice I like, and all you fay 
on both fubjeds ; yett am ftill where I 
was, wifhing to live alone, as a thing 
moft fuiteable to my humour, and the 
neareft way to heaven ; nor can you 
blame one foe weake as I am, to chule 
that path which will fooneA bring me 
to my Journeys end. However, I ihall 
obferve your Rules, and Ibe farr your 
counfell, as not to determine any thing 
raflily, till he give me free leave to doe 
it. In the meane tyme, if you approve 
of it, that the world may not think 
by my growing leane as you fay, I 
leave 
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leave it with regrett, for the tyme 
I ftay here, I intend to take care of 
my health, and drink the Cows milk 
in the Morning, and bccaufe I am not 
to ileep imediately vpon it, my Mdd 
Ihall read to me fome divine Subjed: ; 
then rile and finilh my private dutyes, 
then pray with my Servants, and be 
dreffcd by EJeaven, and foe have tyme 
before prayers to read a Chapter with 
other dutyes ; note and coUeA Ibme- 
thing out of what I read. Att fix In 
the Evening I will repeate my Courfe 
againe, and after that learn fuch things 
by heart as I gladly would retaine ; 
after Supper pray with my people and 
by my lelfe, my Maid reading to me 
whilft I am vndrefling, and then lay 
me downe in peace. This is the me- 
thod I intend for ordnary dayes, nott 
Frydayes, when you know I am to &ft, 
andlpenditintirelywithGod; orSun- 
dayes, [when] I will rife early and Im- 
ploy it with as much devotion as I can ; 
— this 
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— this is, I fay, the courfel purpofe here, 
if you approve of it ; for the reft, eat 
my meate heartyly, and comply with 
the converfation of the Family; the' I 
all this tyme wiih extreamly that I were 
fetled, where I needed vfe none of thefe 
Impertinencyes, the obfervances and 
ceremonyes of vifitts, fbrmall meals, 
&c. to the expence of my tyme ; butt 
wholly attend on God, night and day. 
Nor fliould I dare yett to indulge my 
felfe thb liberty, did I att all pleafe 
my felfe in it as formerly I had done ; 
or that I intend to continue it above 3 
months att fiirtheft, if I change not my 
Condition, which is to many (as you 
would have me) and become worldly. 
Soe as by the end of Summer, I fhall be 
free, and then none will consider my 
lookes, nor ihall I be concem'd if they 
doe, att the diftance of my retreate. 
Pray left me know what you think of 
all this. I was this day very devout, 
but nott tender, and I hope it was as 
welL 
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well, for I thank God I have made 
good re{blutions." 

This being the fubftance of her let- 
ter in reply to one of myne, your Lady- 
Ihipp may perceive, as, how devoutly 
this blelTed Virgin, (for foe muft I call 
her,) fpent her tyme in that delicious 
place, and amongfl: llich a Confluence 
of Vifittants, &c, foe how her heart 
was bent vpon her Northern Recefe, to 
which I was foe averfe ; and I was con - 
fident flie would not long have enjoy'd 
herfelfe in it ; nor could the diftance of 
Hercfordlheir have wome him out of 
her thoughts, which that of France and 
Spaine could not doe. The trueth is, I 
did heartyly pitty that worthy Gentle- 
man, and faw noe reafon in the world 
why they ftiould not both be happy in 
each other, and my friend compofed, 
without takeing any exterordnary or 
fingular courfe ; tho' on the other hand, 
when I conlidcred thro' what difficul- 
ty cs 
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tyes and relutfUnceSj this tender crea- 
ture, now in the flower of her beauty, 
witt, and reputation att court, would 
facrifice all to God, I could hardly ab- 
ftaine from crying out, O magnanimous 
Virgin, I applaud your deltgne, I ap- 
prove, I admire your choice ; I mag- 
nifye your example ; itt is great, 'tis 
illuftrious, becaufe it is the better part, 
and form'd vpon juft confideradon ; 
you have weighed itt long, and enquired 
of God : I allow, I allow, and even en- 
vye your purpofe ; O fweet repofe of a 
devout ibule, the flames of Celeftiall 
love, the fruition of Jefus, the ante- 
pafts of Heaven, what Aiall I call, what 
fhali I name it ; Confumate felicitye 
who has none to feare, none to ferve, 
none to love butt God ; butt whilft you 
are made free why leave you me be- 
hind, intangl'd in the world, whilft you 
are in the light, I [am] in darknefs and a 
chaos ; for when you are gone what is 
the Court or Country to your fnend. 
Ifliall 
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I ihall fee you no more in the Circle, 
nor Joine voices with you in the Quire, 
nor vifitt your holy cell ; with you our 
Joyes are departed, receive me then 
from this hatefull abode; and begg 
of God, that the circumftances of my 
life being compofed, I, who Emulate, 
may Imitate your example, and devote 
the remainder of my few dayes to eter- 
nity ; or at leafl: while I am to cdnverie 
here below, (for you are gone from 
the Earth) may I live in the contem- 
plation of your virtues, and be a part 
of your Ititercellions. Goe then, my 
holy freind, when you pleafe, and be 
happy. 

Madam, you may pofTibly imagine 
this a Romantick folly, or the tranf- 
port of feme lover ; butt I aflure you, 
they were the diftates of my mind and 
heart, whilft I was Councelling her to 
ftay and to marry ; for, tho' I thought 
this more expedient, I could not but 
pronounce 
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pronounce that the more perfeft and 
exterordnary well. Thus flie continued 
att Twicknam, as it were, in proba- 
tion, for the moft part retired, and 
Ibmetymes in converiation. He often 
came to vifitt her, and that broke her 
heart ifheabftain'd from comeing. She 
was llill vneafy ; {be after feme weeks, 
(he retumes to London, with full re- 
folution of beginning her Journey, and 
the very day was prefixt ; butt when 
it approach'd, indeed it was not poflible 
to pacifye my Lady Berkley ; who 
being to lofe the moft fweet and agree- 
able companion in the world, imploy'd 
all that fiiendftiipp, love, and paiEon 
could infpire for the changeing her re- 
folution, and the Convulfion was foe 
fenlible to them both, that Ihe was 
forced to give way to her Importuni- 
tyes, and deliberate on it fome longer 
tyme. Nor was itt alltogeather in the 
consideration of my Lady alone, that 
ftie fuffer'd herfelfe to be prevailed on, 
there 
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there were others whom^ (when it came 
to the Teft) ihe was vnwilling to leave 
for Ibe long a tyme, ancl foe great a 
diftance, and among them, I Ihould be 
ftrangely vngratefiiU, not to acknow- 
ledge the ihare I had in her thoughts 
and excellent nature, when I fhall acc- 
qu^nt you of the Refblution ftie had 
to take a litde houfe att Greenwich; 
and I had commtfllon from her to find 
out a place whither ftie might retire 
to, without quite goeing as it were out 
of the world, into the North ; not 
being able as (he affirmed, to comply 
any longer with the receiveing and 
paying Impertinent vifitts, and other 
avocations and circumllances, which 
tooke vpp ail her tyme att London, tho' 
with a Lady who foe much efteem'd 
her. I confefs, I vras not forward to 
promote this defigne, not only becaufe I 
thought [it] inconvenient for a Lady foe 
young, and who was allready difpofed 
to a more than ordnary refervednefsj to 
cheriih 
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cherifh the humour ; butt that tt would 
appeare like fomething over lingular in 
her and prejudicial! to her health. I 
propofed therefore, her accepting the 
beft accomodation I could give her, 
and Ihe had certMnly fpent fome confi- 
derable tyme with my wife, and retir'd 
to the little Cell, where your Ladyftiipp 
has fometymes found her; butt my 
Lady Berkley, could not fufler this 
Ecclipfe, or endure that fhe fhould goe 
from her with any patience. Itt was 
on this that ftie writes me thus at large 
what conflt<5ts fhe had endur'd ; and att 
the clofe : — " My beft friend as to 
my being in your family, itt was all- 
moft, and ah ! that it had not been all- 
moft, butt alltogeather ; for whatever 
you think, it is hard for me to defcribe 
how forry I am to be thus fan* from 
foe deare a friend ; and you don't know 
that I have given over feverall otherpro- 
polalls of letding my felfe, when that 
thought comes into my head, that I 
ftiall 
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ibaH be a great way from you, vnleis I 
continue where I am att leafl for fome 
months, till God is pleafed to difpofe 
of me one way or other ."- 

Butt whilft flie was in this vncer- 
t^oty and Aiipence where flie Ihould 
fix, and that the winter b^;an to ap- 
proach, there was a play to be afted 
att Court before their Majeftyes, where- 
in none were to be Aftors butt peribns 
of the nu}ft Illuftrious quality; the 
Lady Mary, iince Frincefs of Orange, 
the Dutchds of Monmouth, and all 
the ihineing beautyes ; and itt was not 
poflible to leave her out, who had vpon 
the like folemnity formerly, and when 
flie was Maid of Honour, accquitted 
her felfe with foe vniverfall applaufc 
and admiration ; and veryly, never was 
any thing more charmetng and more a 
divertilement, than to hear her att any 
tyme recite, or read a Dramatick poem. 
She had not only a moft happy memory, 
butt 
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butt exquifite Judgment, and could 
add thofe motions to her voice, as gave 
what Ihe pronounced, the greateft fiveet- 
nefs and grace Imaginable. This, tho' 
Ihe would heretofore and butt rarely 
have done for diverfion, and amongll: 
frauds, the moft innocentt in the world, 
flie had now intirely taken leave of, 
and butt in Compliance with Ibme 
great Ladyes (whome {he could not de- 
cently refufe) did (he willingly fee a 
play att the Theater ; and therefore, to 
be now herfelfe an Afl:orefs (tho' among 
fuch an Aflembly of noble Perfons) 
was to putt a Mortification on her, 
that coft her not only great reluftancy, 
butt many teares. Butt there was noe 
refitfeing ; the King and Duke had laid 
their Commands vpon her, to beare a 
part with the Lady Mary, and others 
of Iliuftrious name. I came often to 
her when ihe was reciteing, and am 
wittnefe with what extreame regrett, 
and how vnwelcome to her this honour 
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Butt ihe had att this moment 
alfoe another afl^ire in hand, which 
more Imported her, and the difficulty 
in comparing that which Iblely by his 
Majeftes favour was to be obtain'd, dif- 
pof 'd her the more reafbnably to com- 
ply. She had -ever fince her Recefe from 
Court, liv'd in expeAation of the pre- 
fent which of courfe their Majeftyes 
vied to make to the M^ds of Honour, 
who haveing waited a competent tyme 
vpon the Queene, doe either marry or 
withdraw from Court with their Royall 
permilTion ; and now had ihe newly 
Iblicited the Duke to befpeake my 
Lord Treafurer about it, who gave her 
kind words, butt told her he muft have 
the Kings particular dire<5t:ion in it, butt 
in the meane while, was not forward to 
putt his Majeftye in mmd of it ; and 
diere was nothing to which Ihe had a 
greater averfion then the Importuneing 
great peribns in her owne behalfe, for 
Civility which did not flow naturally 
from 
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from thofe in whofe power it lay to 
oblige her. " I perceive," (ayes flie, 
in a letter to me, written 22d Septem- 
ber, on this occafion, " that my buIlP 
nefs makes noe advance, and that where 
I lead expe<aed difficulty I find the 
greateft. The King (ayes nothing to 
my Lord Treafurer, nor my Lord to 
him ; (be that for ought I perceive, 'tis 
likely to depend thus a long tyme : 
well, Gods will be done, as in Heaven, 
foe on Earth ; in the meane tyme I am 
extreamly heavy, for I would be free 
from that place, and have nothing to 
doe in itt att all ; butt it will not be, 
for the play goes on mightyly, which I 
hoped would never have proceeded 
farther. Dear friend, I begg your 
prayers this cloudy Weather, that God 
would endow me with patience and 
Refignation, Would you beleive itt, 
there are feme that envy me the honour 
(as they e(teeme it) of ading in this 
play, and pafs malitious Jefts vpon me. 
Now 
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Now you know I am to turne the other 
Chccke, nor take I notice of itt. 

See the humility of this excellent 
Creature, who you foe well knew, 
looked on this occalion as one of her 
grcateft affliflions, and woiJd have de- 
volved the ihare ftie had in this Court 
Magnificence on any other Lady with 
a thousand acknowledgments, had their 
Majeflyes butt excufed her ; butt there 
was no retreating; (he had her part 
adigned her, which, as itt was the moH: 
illuftrious, foe never was there any per- 
form'd with more grace, and becomeing 
the folenmity. She had on her that 
day near twenty thoufand pounds value 
of Jewells, which were more fett oiF 
with her native beauty and lufter then 
any they contributed of their owne to 
hers ; in a word, fhe feemed to me a 
Saint in Glory, abftrading her from the 
Stage. For I mull tell you, that amidft 
all this pomp and ferious impertinence, 
whilft 
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whilft the reft were aAing, and that her 
part was fomctymes to goe o(E, as the 
fcenes required, into the tireing roome, 
where feverall Ladyes her companions 
were railing with the Gallants trifleingly 
enough till they were called to reenter, 
flie, vnder pretence of conning her next 
part, was retired intx) a Comer, reading 
a booke of devotion, without att all 
concerning herfelfe or mingling with 
the young Company ; as if fhe had no 
(^her part to aft, who was the prind- 
pall perfon of the Comedy ; nor this 
with the Icaft difcemable aflfcftation, 
butt to divert and take off her thoughts 
from the prefent vanity, which from 
her {bule ftie abhorred. I mention the 
paflage as a Angular work of her reall 
piety, and to ftiew how fhe continually 
applyed her mind on all occallons, and 
how little tranfported with thole Iplen- 
did follyes and gay entertainments 
which vfually take vp foe much of the 
pretious tyme which is given vs to 
worke 
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worke out our SaJvEtion. I need not 
enlarge vpon the ai^ument of the 
Poem, which you may be fiire, how- 
ever defeflive in other particulars, was 
exatftly modetl, and fulteable to the 
Perfons, who were ail of the firft rank 
and moft illuftrious of the Court : nor 
need I recount to your Ladyihipp with 
what a lurprizeing and admirable aire 
fhe trode the Stage, and performed her 
Part, becaufe Jhe could doe nothing of 
this fort, or any thing elfc flie vnder- 
tooke, indifferently, butt in the higheft 
perfeAion. Butt whilft the whole The- 
ato- were extolling her, ihe was then in 
her owne Eyes, not only thehumbleft, 
butt the moft diffident of hcrfclf, and 
leaft aficAing prufe. 

Thus ended the Play, butt foe did 
not her affli<5bion, for a diflafter hap- 
pened which extreamly concem'd hcrj 
uid that was the lols of a Diamond of 
conliderable vallue, which had been 
lent 
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lent her by the Countefe of Suifblkc ; 
the St^e was immediately ^wept, and 
dilligent fearch made to find it, butt 
without fuccefs, foe as probably it had 
been taken from her, as ihe was oft in- 
viron'd with that infinite Crowd which 
ds impoflible to avoid vpon fuch occa- 
fion. Butt the lofs was foone rcpar'd, 
for his Royal] Highnefs vuderftanding 
the trouble Ihe was in, generoulely fent 
her wherewithal! to make my Lady 
SufFolke a prefent of foe good a Jewell. 
For the reft of that dayes triumph, I 
have a particular account ftill by me 
of the rich Apparell file had on her, 
amounting, befides the Pearlcs and 
Pretious Stones, to above three hun- 
dred pounds, butt of all which ihe 
immediately di^{ed her {elfe,lbe foone 
as ever fhe could gett clear of the 
Stage. Without complimenting any 
Creature, or trifling with the reft who 
ftud the collation and refreshment that 
was prepar'd, away fhe flippa like a 
Spiritt 
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Spiritt to Berkley Houfe, and to her 
little Oratorye ; whither I waited on 
her, and left her on her knees, thank- 
ing God that ihe was delivered from 
tius vanity, and with her Saviour againe, 
never, fays ftie, will I come within this 
temptation more whilft I breath. 

And thus Mrs. Bh^ge tooke her 
leave of the pomp and glory of the 
inrldf and with freih relbludons that 
if other circumftances did not intervene, 
namely, fuch as might foe alter her 
condition as decently to countenance 
her longer ftay in thefe Parts, flic 
would yett betake herfelfe to her de- 
fign'd retreat. She was not fatisfyed 
that thole who could not butt take no- 
tice what Perfon it was ihe prefcrr'd 
before all the world, ftiould fpeak of 
her withdrawing from Court, and live- 
ing now foe long near it without pro- 
ceeding any further, tho' divers could 
not be driven from the opinion that ihe 
was 
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was allready marryed. Itt is certame 
that excellent Man could never think 
of parting with her, nor ftic herfelfc 
from foe many Friends befides, as in- 
finitely vallued her; butt vnlefs he 
could alfoe decently have taken him- 
felfe from Court, which was the thing 
they both projeifted and defired, that 
they might wholy quit all depcndancys 
which interrupted their liveing to- 
geather, butt which for many prudent 
conlideraticHis had been inconvenient 
for him as yctt, ihc was not eafily per- 
fwaded to linger here and be vpon vn~ 
certaintycs, who had all along in her 
Eye the modelling of her life, foe as 
not to be obliged to thole comply- 
ances ftie was of neceflity to vndergoe 
in a ftation foe near to the Court, vn- 
lefs Mr. G. fliould fix on firme Im- 
ployment as might not only counte- 
nance her ftay and marrying, butt ren- 
der other circumftances eafy likewife : 
tho', as I faid, there was nothing which 
they 
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they both did breathe after more then 
to have fettled fomewhere remote in 
the Country, from all Intanglements of 
the World. Thus farr (he had pleafed 
herfelfe to accquaint me with her moft 
indmate concerns. I doe not affirme 
that to obviate fome objedions of hers 
he meditated on the purchafe of that 
lumorable Office which he afterwards 
fuoceeded in, butt the Matter of the 
Robes, now Elarle of Rochefter, dif- 
covering his intention about this tyme 
to part with that place, might, in my 
opinion, be an inducement with them 
to marry, and rather trull God with the 
event of things, then give the World 
occafion, after foe long expeftation, to 
think Ihe made a retreat out of raihnefs 
or diicontent : wherefore vponthe i6th 
of May, which was Aflention Day, 
they both marryed togeather in the 
Temple Church, by the Reverend 
Dodor Lake, one of his Royal! High- 
nefle Chaplaines, my Lady Berkley 
and 
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and a Servant of the Brides onely being 
prefent, and I think nobody elfe, both 
the blefled Pdre receiveing the holy 
Sacrament, and confecrateing the So- 
lemnity with a double Miftery. 

Her not acquainting me with this 
particular of a good while after, occa- 
lioned a friendly quarrell betweene vs, 
that ftie who had intrufted me for many 
years with all her concerns, nay her 
greatell Inclinations, and vpon occalion 
not only named me for the particular 
Friend that ihould be wittnefs of her 
MarriE^e, butt give her to her Huf- 
band, fliould now with fuch Induftry 
conceale it from me. And now I'le 
tell your Ladyftiipp how I could not 
butt difcover it, for noe fooner was the 
Knott tyed, butt flie one day defired I 
would left her pervfe all the Letters I 
had of hers, and which Ihe knew I too 
religioufly relerv'd, not that ihe could 
be confcious of haveing ever written 
that 
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that to me which might not have paft 
the fevereft- Eye, butt bccaufe there 
being in many of them profellions of 
the tinceritye and holy friendfiiipp that 
an excellent Soule (and fuch as hers 
was) could exprcfs, they might by any 
accident poflibly fall into hands that 
prophane every thing, and moft, [the] 
innocent and virtuous ; I iklled not to 
tranfmitt them to her, nor (he to re- 
tumc them, as indeed finding nothing 
in them which fhould caufe her to de- 
prive me of a Treafure ihc knew I foe 
infinitely vallued ; nor could I beleive 
that tho' (he had given [herfelf] to foe 
worthy a Perfon fee defign'd by fending 
for her Letters to break with me, as La- 
dys vie to doe with vnfortunate Rivalls : 
for thus fee accompanyes her Pacquett : 

My Friend, This being Tucfday, a 

Day which long lince you know has 

belonged to a Friend of myne, I have 

putt togeather all the Letters, Papers, 

and 
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and other Fragments, excepting Medi- 
tations, which I think you have Coppyes 
of, and among which are fome Prayers 
of mine, and all your Bookes ; only 
that you laft fent me, and I am now 
reading, of the Intcrcourfe betwe«ie 
Chrifl and the Soule, I delire to ret^ne, 
becaufe now and then I am much 
pleafed and foftned with fome paflages 
of it; and now I have this day prayed, 
your prayers, thought your thoughts, 
wiih'd, I dare fay, your wifhes, which 
were that I might every Day fett loofer 
and loofer to the things of this World, 
difcerning, as every Day I doe, the 
folly and vanity of it: how ftiort all its 
Pleafures, how trifling all its Recrea- 
tions, how falfe moft of its Freind- 
fhipps, how tranfitory every thing in it, 
and on the contrary, how fweete the 
Service of God, how delightfull the- 
meditateing on his Word, how pleafant 
the Converiation of the Faithful!, and' 
above all, how charmeing Prayer, how 
glorious^ 
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glorious our HopeSj how gratious our 
God is to all his Children, how gentle 
his Corredions, and how frequently by 
the firft Invitations of his Spiritt, he 
calls vs from our low Defignes to thofe 
great and noble ones of ferveing him, 
and attaineingctemallhappinefs; thefe 
have been this Dayes Thoughts and 
Imployment; for my Lady Hamilton 
being here, and fbme Freinds att Cards, 
I have had the whole Day to myfelfe. 
Rejoyce with me my Friend and be 
exceeding glad, for foe it becomes vs 
whenever wee have oppertunity of 
ferveing him. 

And now, Madam, by this, which 
accompMiied the redition of her Letters, 
your Ladyihipp may conclude what 
Courtfhipp there vied to pafs betweene 
vs; however, her folicitude thus for 
them on a fudd^ne might well give me 
vmbr^e, and I was reJblved to live 
vnder an affefted Ignorance, aflured by 
knowing. 



oyGoot^ie 



io8 



The Life of 

knowing, and as afterwards I learn'd 
that this nicends could never proceed 
fix)m herfelfe, but from fome other pre- 
valent obligation ; and I ever efteemed 
it an Impertinence to be over curious, 
when I found there was deligne of 
concealement, and Aiould have much 
wondred att it of her to me, butt that 
I was foe perfeftly acquanted with 
her Virtues; whereof one, and that 
none of the leaft care in her lex, was 
that whenever Ihe was vnder a promife 
of Sacrifice, [Secrelie?] nothing in the 
World could vnlock her Boibme, or 
flack her refolution. A Secrett was in- 
deeda Secrett when comitted to her: and 
yett agune, when I called to mind the 
reiterated PromifTes Ihe had made me 
never to alter her condition without ad- 
yifcing with me, I was fometymcs in 
fufpence of my Conjetjtures, and would 
often reproach myfelfe for the Suggef- 
tion. Nor did this a little confirme 
me that (he was not marryed, that my 
Lady 
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Lady Berkley now vpon her goeing 
with her Hufband, defign'd Ambaflb- 
dcr Exterordnarye to the Court of 
France, and Plenepotentiarye att the 
femous Treaty of Nym^hen, ftie fo- 
lemnly confulted me about her accom- 
panying her LadyJhipp to Paris, and 
flaying there with her fbme competent 
tyme, to fee how God would di^ole of 
things, I muft acknowledg I was 
not {oe averie Ax)m this propo&U of 
hers, as hopeing it might divert her 
me^choly defigne and hank[ering] 
after Herefordlhnr, and Cinix my fon, 
then butt a Youth, had importun'd me 
to Ictt him travell, I was the eafier in- 
clin'd to gtatifye him, vpon the aiTureance 
I had of the great care fhe would have 
of him, fince he was not onely to accom- 
pany her in the way, butt be in the lame 
Houle with her, and in all things in- 
join'd to follow her dire<Jtions. Nor 
ever could he have had foe blelTed an 
opportumtye of improveing himfclfe ; 
this 
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this little fclfc intereft obtain'd on me 
I confefs, att that tymc, butt fuch as I 
would moil willingly have facrificed, 
could I have prevdl'd with her to ftay 
without purfueing her Northeme Jour- 
ney, where [the] abandoning herielfe to 
Solitudcj muft foone have ruin'd her 
health and made her vnhappy. 

This excursion then concluded on, 
and lyeing intirely vpon me for her 
Provifions and Supplyes abroad, her 
mind feem'd to be much att eafe, butt 
it was Ibme Months that this refblution 
was taken ere they fctt forth, and all 
this tyme, I am perfwaded, (he and her 
Hufband liv'd with the fame referves 
that the Angells doe in Heaven, not 
thinking fitt to cohabitt till they de- 
clar'd their Marriage, which for reaibns 
bcft knowne to themfelv's they did 
not doe till fhe came back from France 
againe. In this interim, and towards 
the latter end of June, fhe did me the 
honour 
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honour to pais a fbitnight att my little 
Villa, and brought me a Letter of At- 
torney to tranfaA all her concerns dii- 
reing her absence, as lookeing now 
every Day when my Lord Berkley 
would be difpatched and enter on his 
Journey, when behold vpon the 27th 
a Fitt of an Appoplexy feizing on him 
as he was fitting att the Councell Table 
att White Hall, and continueing on 
him all that night, without the leaft 
appearance of releaiing him from its 
mortall effefts, or if that might be pof- 
fible, of ever reftoreing him to tollerable 
fence and vigour, baniih'd all thoughts 
of Embaffyes, and confequently of our 
gocing into France. But God was 
more gratious to him, for the Fhifitians 
had beyond all expefhttions, and even 
amidft difpaire, brought him not only 
out of this fatall Paroxyfme, butt after 
ibme tyme to foe much ftrength (tho' 
in moft men's opinions not perfeftly 
teftoixd to his memorye and abilityes) 
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as nothing would divert him from his 
intended prc^refs. On the loth of 
November his Excellency fett forth 
with his Traine, my fon and I accom- 
panying them the firft Day to Sittin- 
bome ; for in regard of his Lordihipps 
indilpofition they made butt ealy Jour- 
neys. Canterbury was our next nights 
repofe ; when in the Morning after wee 
had been att Prayers in the Cathedrall, 
Mrs. Godolphin and I walking alone 
togeather, ftie declared to me what ex- 
ceeding regrett Ihe was in to leave her 
Friends. Not without many tearcs I 
expoftulated with her, why fhe would 
goe then, I am engaged, fayes flie, to 
my Lady Berkley, who tells me I 
breate her Heart if I forfake her, and 
you fee in what condition her Lord is, 
and poore Woman, what would become 
of her if he Oiould dye, and ihe have 
never a Friend by her ? nor would I 
have People think I retire out of any 
other refpeft. Butt Mr. E. if ever I 
returne 
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returne ag^ne, and doe not marry, I 
will ftill retire, and end my Dayes 
among you, and you are like to have 
the Ihare of the trouble : for Ihc had 
often laid {he would divide her Life 
among her Freinds, and did me the 
honour to putt me into the Rank of 
one of the firft. 

This, Madam, was the only tyme 
that in her Life (he ever prevaricated 
with me, and cover'd it with that ad- 
dreis ; and was, I am moft aflured, in 
deepeft forrow, as all my former fuJpi- 
cions of her being marryed vanifli't. 
Doe you not think, fayes lhe> that it 
aiBiifls me to the Soule to part with 
you, and from one who I am fure you 
beleive I love intirely, and leave in my 
Condition ? This, vttered with a fflood 
of forrow, I was not able to fuftaine 
without reciprocall kindnefs and ten- 
derne^. Butt the tyme now call'd us 
to break off this Converfation, the fad- 
deft 
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deft that in my Life 1 ever faw [her] m ; 
fhe had left her Heart att another Place, 
and with one that therefore did not ac- 
company her, becaufe he was of a ten- 
der nature, and durft not truft his Paf- 
fion, whilft their Defigne was to con- 
ceale their relation. Wee arrived this 
evening att Dover, where, after Supper, 
calling me into her Chamber, ftie fign*d 
and delivered me her Will, before her 
Maid, wherein ftie had me her Ad- 
miniftrator ; for it feemes her Hufband 
had impower'd her to difpofe of what 
ihe pleaf 'd, and as Ihe pleafed, as after- 
waitls ftie told me : this done, Ihe de- 
fir'd I would pray with her, and foe I 
left her, as full of Sorrow as ftie could 
hold. 

Early the next Morning I waited on 
her againe, and againe, and fell into the 
fame refentments; and that now fhe 
was foe near the tyme when fhe tnuft 
be ftparated from them ftie lov'd, I 
know 
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know not how, {aid I, you part from 
your Lover, butt never nuy you feele 
what it is to part from a Friend. I 
beleive there is one that you really love, 
and that 'tis mutuall, how is it then 
you thus goe from him, and he from 
you ? this is ftrange proceedings, 'tis 
fpirituall, 'tis high, 'tis myfterious and 
Angular ; but find it a name if you can, 
for I confeis I vnderftand it not : doe 
youpreferve ferenity of mind, and yett 
continue languishing ? Nothing is in 
nature foe repugnant as Love and ab- 
fence, where nothing forbidds the objeft 
to be prefent, O heroick Soules, if 
you think to be att eafe, I ihall be 
glad ; butt greatly oblig'd to learne the 
Secrett, and be taught to beare this 
Divulfion with as little pane, fince I 
know of noe Ingagement you have to 
goe from your Friends and thofe whome 
you profefs to love. Goe back, goe 
back then, and be happy both, for this 
Courie will weare you both out, if 
really 
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really you love him. For goodnels 
fake doe not break my Heart (fays 
flie), you fee I am engaged ; and then 
flie wept and wore fuch a cloud of Sor- 
row all that Morning, that ihe could 
hardly fpeake a word when I lead her 
downe to the Company, now prepare- 
ing to goe on board. Itt was vpon 
the 13 of November that vpon the 
Beach wee tooke folemn leave, and I 
Aould difcover too much of my weak- 
nefs to exprels the trouble I was in, to 
fee her overwhelm'd with grief that Ihe 
could not fpeake one word ; butt thus 
Ihe was carried into the Yatch, when 
being a little launched into the Sea, the 
Fort from the Caftle gave his Excel- 
lencye 17 Guns, and was anfweredwith 
five, according to the Forme. 

I recount this pafTage to your Lady- 
Ihipp more minuitely, as being the 
moft paffionate and moft myfterious; 
nor will I therefore make any reflec- 
tions 
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dons on it then what I am periwaded 
your Ladyftiipp muft doe, and then 
conclude them with admiration how 
two Perfons that lov'd each other foe 
intirely, could fupport a Divorce foe 
long ; or what might be the Caufe, if 
any other there were, butt a finguJar 
and extrcame nicenefs not to come to- 
geather, which they might be iufpeiled 
to doe, however to appearance they 
lived referv'd, till they publictdy avow'd 
their Marriage, which you may remem- 
ber they forbare till they had made 
their Familyes and Equipage com- 
pleate. 

On the 5th of December, (he writt 
me word of their lafe arrivall att Paris, 
and how they had difpof 'd of them- 
felvs ; togcather with an Account of 
my Lord Ambafladors magnificent En- 
try and Audience att the French Court, 
with other pompious Circumftances, 
which yett foe little concem'd this ad- 
mirable 
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mirable Creature, that flie would onely 
be noe Spetftator of it, butt not foe 
much as once appeared att Court aZl 
the tyme of her being att the Ambaf- 
fadors Houfe. And tho' the Report 
of fuch a Beauty and Witt had foe 
forerun her arivall, by fome who had 
known her in the Circle att Court, that 
the French King was delireous to fee 
her in that att Saint Germans ; yett (he 
foe order'd matters as to avoid all oc- 
cafions of goeing thither, and came 
hack to England without giveing that 
great Monarch the fatisfadion of one 
Glaunce, or her felfe of the Splendor 
or Vanity of his Court ; which is foe 
lingular a Note in her fex, and of one 
naturally foe curious and obferveing, 
that I cannot pais it over without a 
juft remarke, elpecially being a Lady 
foe infinitely compleafant, and of a na- 
ture foe obligeing, Miftrefs alfoe of the 
French Tongue to fuch perfaftion, as 
rendered her capable of entertaining 
Perfons 
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Perfons of the higheft qualitye, nor was 
this refervdncfs out of humour or iin- 
gularity. She now conftders her felfe 
a marryed Woman, and tho' ihe went 
over to accompany my Lady, there was 
no neceflity for her to appeare att Court, 
where the virtues of ftrangers did not 
allwayes protedl the Sex from Incon- 
veniencyes; and flie was refolv'd to 
give no occafion to be talk'd of or ad- 
mir'd. All the Tyme ftie could re- 
j deeme from thole Civilityes Ihe owed 
my Lady, and which now begun to be 
very tedious to one whofe Heart was 
in another Country, Ihe Ipent in Devo- 
tion, reading excellent Bookes, and 
convericing with fome few of her Acc- 
quaintance, butt without gratifyeing 
her curiofity by goeing out to fee the 
many rarityes which the famous Citty 
Ihe was in invites all ftrangers to, vn- 
lefe it were that of her goeing one 
aftemoone to a Cloyfter of Nuns; 
whole manner of liveing did not dif- 
pleafe 
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pleafc her, whilft nothing of that Su- 
perftition could endanger one foe well 
principled in her Religion. I will give 
your Ladyfhipp a tranfcript of the firft 
Letter ftnt me after her arrivall att 
Paris, to confirme it. 

*'My Friend, I promiled you an Ac- 
count of our Journey hither; there was 
nothing in it of exterordnary, no ill acd- 
dent, nothing like PintosTravells. Since 
I came to Paris, I have hardly been out 
of doores to vifit any body, butt there 
has been a Preift to vifitt me; butt 
without Vanity I think I faid as much 
for my Opinion as he did for his. I 
am now reading Mounfieur Clauds 
Defence de la Reformation, and like it 
moft exceedingly ; foe as you need 
have noe fear of me on that fide. God 
knows, the more one fees of their 
Church, the more one finds to diflike 
in itt ; I did not imagine the tenth 
part of the Superftition I find in it, yett 
ftill 
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ftill could approve of their Orders. 
Their Nunneryes ieem to be holy In- 
ftitutionsj if they are afaufed 'tis not 
their fault: what is not perverted? 
Marriage itt Celfe is become a ihare, 
and People feem to dxfpofe of their 
Children young, left the remedy in- 
creafe the difleafe : butt when I have 
commended that baile of theirs, I have 
faid for them, I think, all that reafon- 
ably can be faid. One thing I muft 
tell you, Friend, People can have the 

Spleens here in Paris, lett them fay 
what they will of the Aire ; butt if 
Arithmctick will cure itt, I am goeing 

with my Charge, your Son, to be a 
very hard Student, and wee intend to 

be very wife." 

I prefent you. Madam, with this 
Fragment of a Letter, to fhew your 
tadyfliipp how (he fpent her Tyme, 
■when fhe could redeemc it from Com- 
plyances with the Company, and the 
Decencyes 
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Decencyes of fuch Vifitts as were not 
to be refitted where Perfons of Quali- 
tye came to fee her; butt of which fhe 
grew foe weary att laft — and for another 
reafon you may conjecture, — as within 
a Month or two of her arrivall, this 
excellent Creature was quite lick of 
France. 

'* I am weary, " lays ftie, in another 
Letter to me of the 4th of February, 
" of my Life, I have here no tyme for 
my Soule. Cards wee play att four 
Houres every Day ; whoever comes to 
vifitt, I muft be by to interprett ; where 
ever^a certaine Lady goes (if my Lady 
H. be not att hand), I muft trudge ; 
foe that poore I can Icarce fay my 
Prayers, and feldome or never read. 
Dear Friend, pray heartyly, that if it 
be Gods will, I may be reftor'd to my 
owne People, and to my God ; for 
tho' he be every where I cannott call 
vpon him as I was wont att home : 
therefore 
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therefore for God's fake pray that I may 
Ipeedily and once againe worihipp him 
in his Congregation, and enjoy the af- 
fiftance of his Grace, the prelence of 
my beft Freinds, whom as my Life I 
love. I could content my felfe with 
any thing, I think, were I once att 
home. Butt I muft doe nothing rafiily ; 
I hope yett in God through your 
Prayers, and my owne firme Refolu- 
tions, to gett home aflbone as ever I 
can, being quite wearyed with dedi- 
cateing my lelfe perpetually to other 
People. 'Tis almoft one a Clock ere 
I can gett to Bedd, foe that in the 
Morning I am not able to rife before 
Eight, and paffing then an Hour in 
Prayer and Pfalmes, and an Houre 
and a halfe in reading, fometymes one 
Booke, fometymes another, by the 
tyme I am dreff'd Publique Prayers 
begin ; then follows Dinner, then Talk 
till 3, then goe to Publick Prayers, 
then prate againe, God knows till Six 
a Clock. 
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a Clock, and then with much difficulty 
gett away to pray, for my felf, for 
you, and fome other, then am I call'd 
to Cards till Bed tyme. O pittye, pit- 
tye me, dear Friend !" 

I ihall need repeate noe more of her 
fad laments ; diverfe have I by me, and 
yet it was ftill more for this interrup- 
tion of her affiduous courfe and devo- 
tion than for any other coniideration. 
She lookes vpon it as an Exile from 
the Houfe of God, which like holy 
David, was to her intoUerable. Even 
amongft the circumftances of fplendor, 
ede, and worldly diverfion, Jhe had 
been made beleive Ihe ihould be as 
much Miftrefs of her retirements att 
Paris as ihe was wont to be att Berkley 
Houfe ; tho' neither there was ftie att 
the Liberty Ihe breath'd after. Devo- 
tion, and Solitude, and Leafure for the 
improvement of her Mind. Butt this 
Affliftion did not laft, for vpon my 
Lord 
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Lord Ambafladors prepareing to goe 
to Nlmoghen, and a reall pretence of 
an Affaire that concern'd her, namely, 
the diipofeing of a confiderable fumme 
of mony intrufted with me, Ihe decently 
tooke the opportunitye of Mr. Bernard 
Greenvile returneing out of Italy, (whi- 
ther he had been fent with a Publique 
Charad:er to the great Duke of Tuf- 
cany) and paffing through Paris, of being 
conduded by that honorable and worthy 
Gentleman, without thofe difiicultyes 
ihe might otherwife have mett with : 
nor doubt I butt my Lady Berkley, who 
was privy to her being marryed, and 
had now another Lady with her, left 
Scrupulous and more diverting, was the 
eaiier wrought on to part with one flie 
could fuiFer to be fupplanted by another, 
after fuch profeHions of the moft fuper- 
ladve Friendftiipp and Indearments in 
the World, and which, I am certaine, 
contributed not a litde to what afflicted 
this tender and good natured Creature. 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Godolphin (for foe now I call 
her) haveing thus taken leave of PariSj 
arrived att Dover the 3d of ApriU, in 
which interim I had by her direftjon 
order'd her Accomodations to be re- 
mov'd from Berkley Houfe to DoAor 
Warnetts in Covent Garden, whofe 
wife was her near relation. Soe on the 
Sixth of Aprill Ihe gave me notice of 
her being come to London, where the 
next Day I waited on her, to the no 
Imall Joy, you may be lure, of all her 
Friends, as well as of my fclfe. I will 
not repeate to your Ladyftiipp what 
had allready paiTd betweene vs in 
freindly expoftulations, for the vnkind- 
neft of her foe long concealing from 
me the circumftance of her Marriage, 
becaufe fhe had expreff'd her Sorrow 
with fuch an afleveration as in my 
whole Life before I never heard her 
vtter, foe as I could not butt forgive 
her heartyly. Nor did this fuffice, for 
Ihe 
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fhe often acknowledg'd her fault, and 
beg'd of me that I would not diminifti 
ought of my good Opinion of her, to 
the leaft wounding the intire Freind- 
(hipp which was betweene vs ; proteft- 
ing ftie had been foe afiBi(fted in her 
felfe for it, that were it to doe againe, 
noe conitderation or complyance in the 
World ihould have prevailed on her to 
break her Promife, as fome had done 
to her regrett. In good eameft I was 
forry to fee her troubled for it, con- 
fidcring the Empire of a paffionate 
Love, the lingular and filent way of 
the Lover, whofe gravitye and tem- 
per you know foe well, and with whome 
I had nothing of that intimacy and in- 
dear 'd Friendfhipp which might intitle 
me to the Confidence he has fince 
not thought me vnworthy of. I there- 
fore mention this paflage, becaufe fhe 
was a Ferfon of foe exaft and nice 
a Confcience, that for all the World 
ihe would not have violated her Pro- 
mife ; 
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mife i nor did I ever find it in the leaft 
fave this, which, when all is done, was 
of noe great importance. Save that I 
tooke it a little to heart ihe Ihould {be 
induftrioufly conceale a thing from one 
to whome Ihe had all along comuni- 
catcd her moll intimate thoughts ; and 
when that ail^dion of hers was placed, 
which Ihe would often acknowledge was 
not poflible for her to moderate as ftie 
defir'd, or bring to the leaft indiiFerence, 
after all her innocent ftratagems and 
endeavours, and even fometymes refo- 
lutions, to quitt all the World, and 
think of him only in her Prayers. 

This fcene being thus over, to my 
great fatisfadtion, and, as vpon all oc- 
cafions I advifed, when thofe melan- 
choly thoughts and fancyes vf 'd to in- 
terrupt her quiett, wee will lookc vpon 
this Lady now, as a fetled Woman, and 
in the Armes of that excellent Perfon 
the moft worthy to poffefs her, Itt 
was 
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was on the 13th of Aprill that ftie did 
me the honour of a vifitt att my houle, 
exprefling infinite aclcnowledgments to 
Almighty God for his goodnefe to her, 
after a moft folemn manner, and that 
once againe fhe was come among her 
friends, b^ng of me, that I would 
continue to aflift her with thofe little 
fervices flie was pleafed to accept. And 
now haveing thought fitt to make their 
marri^[e noe longer a fecrett, — for (he 
had not yett, I think, revealed it to her 
fifter, nor did his Majeflye or Court, 
know any thing of it, till flie was in 
Equipage to appeare as became her — 
Ihe obtained of the Queen a confider- 
able augmentation of a Leafe ftie had 
of certMne Lands in Spalding, about 
which (he was pleafed to make vfe of 
my adiftance, for the (ettlement of it. 
This was in May, and by the next 
month (he had fiimifh'd and formed her 
pretty family att Berkley houfe, whe- 
ther on the 27th of June, (he removed 
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out of Covent Garden, and began to 
receive the vifitts and vfual] Congra- 
tulations vpon Marriages, foe vniver- 
faJly approved of. 

Dureing this, I had the good fortune 
to fecure a confiderable fumme due to 
her, which lay in Ibme danger, V : in 
September I began to build and acco- 
modate that pretty habitation for her in 
Scotland yard, which ftie contrived and 
adom'd with foe much Ingenuity and 
decency; and where your Ladyfliipp 
and all who knew and lov*d that excel- 
lent creature, have been foe chearfull, 
foe happy, and foe vnhappy, that I never 
can pafe or think vpon the place butt 
a thouland fad thoughts afieft me. 

Itt was dureing the fitting of that 
Lodging, that fhe came downe to vs 
att Sayes Court againe, and bleffed the 
little appartment you know, with her 
prefence, from the 28th of September, 
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to the 19th of Odober, her huftand 
then being att Newmarkett with his 
Majefty; nor can your Ladyfhipp for- 
gett how fweetly flie Uv'd in thdr re- 
tirement all this winter, till hearing of 
my Lord Berkleys returne from his 
Embaffey, ftie thought fitt to remove 
to her owne Lodgings, now fininied att 
Whitehall for aDtt^eather; which ac- 
cordingly ftie did on the lafl: of March, 
fettling with that pretty and difcreete 
occonomye foe naturall to her; and 
never was there fuch an houfehold of 
faith, never Lady more worthy of the 
bleflings ftie was entering into, who 
was Ibe thankfull to God for them. 

" Lord," (fays ftie, in a Letter to me) 
"when I this day confidered my happy- 
nels, in haveing Ibe perfeft health of 
body, chearfullnefs of mind, noe difturb- 
ance from without, nor griefe within, 
my tyme my owne, my houfe quiett 
fwcete and pretty, all manner of Con- 
veniencys 
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veniencys for ferveing God, in publick 
and private, how happy in my Friends, 
Hu/band, Relations, Servants, Creditt, 
and none to waite or attend on, but my 
dear and beloved God, from whome I 
receive all this, what a melting joy run 
through me att the thoughts of all thefe 
mercyes, and how did I think myfelfe 
obliged to goe to the foote of my Re- 
deemer, and acknowledge my owne 
vnworthinels of his favour : butt then 
what words was I to make vfe of; truc- 
ly att firft of none att all, but a devout 
lilence did fpeake for me ; but after that 
I power'd out my prayers, and was in 
an amazement that there fhould be fuch 
a fin as ingratitude, in the world, and 
that any fhould negleft this great dutyi 
butt why doe 1 fay all this to you my 
friend ? truely that out of the abund- 
ance of the heart, the mouth fpeaketh, 
and I am ftill foe full of it, that I can- 
not forbeare expreffing my thoughts to 
you." 

And 
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And that this was not a tranlient 
rapture, vpon the fence of her prefent 
Elnjoyment, butt a permanent and de- 
vout affeAion ; vpon the r 6th day of 
Oftober fcJIowing, which day fhe con- 
ftantly vfed to give me an account of 
her concemes the year paft, I find this 
;e in a Letter. 



" God Allmighty has been Infinitely 
gratious to me this year, for he has 
brought me back into my owne native 
Country in fafety, and honourably prof- 
pered me in my temporatl affaires ; 
above my expeiftation continued my 
health, and my friends; dehver'd me 
from the torments of fu^)ence ; ^ven 
me a hufband that above all men living 
I vallue ; in a word, I have litde to 
wifh butt a Child, and to contribute 
Jbmething to my friends happynels, 
which I moft impatiently defire ; and 
then I muft think before I can remem- 
ber, 
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ber, what I would have more then I 
enjoy in this world, butt the continu- 
ance of a thankfull heart to my God." 

This, Madam, was the vfe and the 
grateful! retume fhe made of the ftiort 
bleflings fhe enjoyed. Nor need I acc- 
quaint your Ladyfliipp, with what care 
fhe inftrufted her fervants, how fedu- 
loufly ihe kept her family to Religious 
dutyes, how decently (he received her 
friends, how profitably flie Imployed 
every moment of tyme. Nothing in this 
world had fhe more to wifh, butt what 
God foone after gave her, that flie 
might be Mother of a Child ; which 
(he foe palTionately defir'd after two 
yeares that fhe yett had none, as in 
the intervall fhe tooke home to her, a 
poorc orphan girle, whome fhe tend- 
ed, inflrudted, and cherifhed, with the 
tendemefs of a naturall mother. For I 
have beheld when fhe drefTd and vn- 
drefTd it, and laid it to fleep with all 
the 
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the circumftances of a carefull Mother 
and nude ; till it plealed God to give 
her certaine hopes of the bldling (he 
thought onely wanting to confumate 
her happynefs. Nor did (as your Lady- 
ftupp well knows) any Inconveniency 
of that burthen, att all llacken her de- 
vout courfc, but improve it rather ; 
when to other confiderable Charityes a 
little before (he was brought to bedd, (he 
fent me £.70 to diftribute ; by which 
were releived many indigent people and 
poore houfe keepers ; and this was her 
owne entirely, for her excellent hufband 
had the year before fetled on her, not 
onely the produft, but abfolute difpofall 
of the portion which (he brought, to 
above £.4000, for the irrever(ible con- 
tinuance thereof, they were pleafed to 
intruft me to manage the Stock, foe as 
now haveing ftill wherewithall to in- 
large her Charitye, without prejudice ; 
there was indeed nothing wanting which 
(he de(ired more in the world, as often 
(he 
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flie would repeate it to me, butt the life 
of that Dear Man, for foe ihe called her 
hulband, for whome Ihe had now and 
then much apprehenfion, fubjeft as he 
was to fevors that had formerly en- 
dangered him, not in the Icaft fore- 
bodeing of her owne departure, and 
leaveing him behind her ; the' vpon a 
dreame of myne I once related to her 
Ibme yeares before, fhe affirmed with 
much eameftnefs that fhe fhould cer- 
tainely dye before me; which tho' I 
tooke litde notice of then, and beleived 
nothing lels, I cannot butt lince refleA 
vpon ; efpecially when I call to mind, 
the order ihe gave the painter, that in 
the pifture ihe fome years fince be- 
ftowed vpon me, ihe would be drawne 
in a lugubrous poUure, litting vpon a 
Tomb ilx)ne adorned with a Sepulcher 
Vme ; nor was this att all my fancy, butt 
her exprefs deiire. Butt to lay noe more 
ilreis on this, how frequently have I 
heard her fay, ihe loved to be in the 
houfe 
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houfe of Mourning. Nor does your 
Ladyihipp forgett how a few dayes be- 
fore her Reckoning was out, my Lady 
Vifcountefs Mordant giveing her a vifittj 
and finding her Eyes fwoUen with teares, 
fhe told her Jhe had been doeing a lad, I 
yett to her a plealing thing, and that 
was the writeing Ibmething to her huf^ 
band which fhe requefted he would 
doe for her, if flie fhould dye of that 
Child ; and then added the great Com- 
fort and fatisfaftion it was to her, that 
Ihe had putt her little concerns in or- 
der, and otherwife made preparations 
agdnft all furprizes, and was perfedly 
refign'd. This dilcourie for the prefont 
drew mutuall Tears, butt abated no- 
thing of her wonted chearfullnefs : when 
on the fifteenth of May, which was the 
Anniveriary of her marriage, ftie with 
your Ladyftiipp and fifter Gr. honour'd 
my poore houle with a vifitt, (the laft 
ftie ever gave me, and (therefore not to 
be forgotten) the perfe£b good humour 
/he 
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flie then was in renders the memory 
of it fad, as well as that ftie was in the 
July after, when wee all went with her 
to Mr. Afhmoles att Lambath who di- 
verted her with many curiofityes : butt 
after this, growing bigger ihe rarely 
ftirr'd abroad, fave to the Chappell. Itt 
was yett ag^ne on the fourth of Auguft, 
that my Lady Mordant and my wife 
(by affignation betweene them) went to 
dyne with her att her pretty appartment, 
they found her well, butt fbmething 
more then vfually folemne ; ihe had it 
feemes been reading and {brdng of pa- 
pers and Letters, and how, layes flie, is it 
pollible to think of ones friends wee are 
to leave behind, without concernment ; 
with difcourfe to this purpofe. This 
more then ordinary Impulfe, that Ihc 
fhould not outlive the happinefs fhe had 
foe long wifhed for, made the Conver- 
lation lefs gay and chearftdl then other- 
wife it was wont to be, and it feemes to 
me, ftie had fome apprehenfions exter- 
ordnary, 
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ordnary, which were not difcem'd by 
any of her friends ; when often wiftimg 
that ftie might, if foe it pleaf 'd God, 
bring her hufband one Child, and leave 
him that pledge of her intire aifeiflion. 
She feemed to thirft after nothing more 
than to be with God ; and veryly what 
eftimate (he tooke of thefe poore fetif- 
fedions here, when I have fomctymes 
refleded on the circumftances of her 
youth and chearful temper, with the 
prt^peA of as much worldly happynefs 
as ftie could defire, I have extreamly 
wonder'd att her contempt of it, finding 
likewiie that it did not proceed from 
any peevilh dlfoontent or fingularitye of 
humour, butt from a philofbphicall, wife 
and pious confideration of the viciffitude 
and inftabilitye of all earthly fruitions, 
and an ardent longing after that glori- 
ous ftate, where (laid (he) I Ihall be 
perfedly att repofe, and fin no more. 
And that theie were allmoft her contin- 
uall thoughts and afpirations, fee how 
Ihe 
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Ihe entertaines me^ iti a poilcript about 
the very tyme. 

" Lett vs pray, that Gods Kingdome 
of Grace being received into our hearts, 
his Kingdome of Glory may fucceed, 
and foe wee ever be with the Lord ; 
which indeed I long for, more then all 
the fatisfadions of this world; really 
Friend there's nothing in it t6 be chofen 
for itfelfe. Is not eating to fatisfye the 
pdne of hunger, ileepe to eafe our 
wearynefs, and other divertifements to 
take off the mind from being too intent 
on things that it cannot allwaycs fupport 
without great inconveniency to its facul' 
tyes? Retirement againe is to difcharge 
it of that burthen, and the ftaincs it has 
contrafted by being in converiation, and 
impertinent Company ; foe that vpon 
the matter, our intire life is in my 
opinion, an inquiry after remedyes, 
which doe often if not allways exchange 
rather than cure our infirmityes ; I ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge that God has imparted to me 
many great bleffings, which if our na- 
ture were not fadly deprav'd, wee might 
exceedingly rejoyce in, butt wee make 
foe ill vfc of moft of them, that wee 
tume thofe things to mifchiefes, which 
are given to vs for our good &c." In this 
ftyle Ihe goes on, and could a Seneca, 
or an Antoninus, or indeed the wifeft 
and holyeft perfon have vttcred [aught] 
more divine and pioufly ferious : nor 
did ftie lay this only, butt Ihe praiftiPd 
it : for with what devout and folemne 
preparations palT'd the reft of this fatal) 
month ! Haveing received the blefled 
facrament butt two dayes before Ihe 
was brought to bedd, foe preventing 
all pollible furprizes, and waiteing now 
with her wonted alacritye and refigna- 
tion the approach of the conBid: fhe 
was to enter vpon, fhe on the fecond of 
September, began firft to be lenfible of 
Ibme alteration in her temper, and dure- 
ing that night it was concluded it might 
be 
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be her labour, and foe it was. With 
what exceeding patience, devotion, and 
courage flie fuftain'd it, your Lady- 
ftupp, who was all the tyme aflifting, 
with both thofe excellent fillers, can beft 
teU. 

Itt was then on Tuefday the third 
of that vnfortmute Month, when come- 
ing about 1 1 a clock in the forenoone 
as my cuftome was, to vifitt her and 
afk of her health, that I found ihe was 
in Travell ; and you may eafyly imagine 
how extreamly I was concem'd, not to 
ftirr from the houfe till I had feme af- 
fureance that all fucceeded well. And 
indeed to all appearance foe it did. For 
it pleaf 'd God that within an hour, your 
Ladyfhipp brought me the joyfull ty- 
deings of a Man Child bora into the 
world, and a very little after admitted 
me to foe and blefs that lovely Babe by 
the Mothers fide ; when the very firft 
word (he fpake to me was, I hope ymi 
have 
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have given thanks to God for his infi- 
nite mercy to me ; O with what fatif- 
feAion, with what joy and over rapture 
did I hear her pronounce it, with what 
fetisfeftion and pleafure, did I fee the 
Mother fafe, and her defire accompHfh- 
ed, without any accident that could 
give the leaft vmbrage or fufpicion of 
approaching danger, foe as me thought 
of nothing more then rejoycelng and 
praifeing God, augureing a thoufand 
benedidions. 

In this l^re and hopefull condition 
flie continued all that day, when her 
hufband, now att Windfor with the 
Court, being fent for to come to double 
and compleat the Joy, upon the Thurf- 
day following, his little Son was made 
a Chriftian, [his name Francis] in pre- 
fence of both the parents ; his Vnkle 
Sir William Godolphyn, Mr. Harvey, 
Treafurer to her Majeftye, and Lady 
Berkley being fufceptors; theChapl^nes 
who 
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who conftantly vfed to iky prayers in 
the family, performeing the office. 

Seeing this dear Lady foe well layd, 
the Child Baptized, and every thing in 
a hopefull way, my wife, who was now 
to vtfitt her, and I, return'd home, as 
full of joy and fatisfa^on as wee could 
be, for the befl and moft eflimable 
friend wee had in the world ; butt ah, 
how were wee both furprized, when on 
the Sunday following there was a Letter 
delivered me in the Church, about the 
latter end of the Morning Sermon, in 
this dolefidl flyle. 

" My poore wife is fallen very ill of a 
fFevor, with lightnefs in her head. You 
know who fayes the prayer of the faith- 
full (hall fave the fick ; I humbly begg 
your charitable prayers, for this poore 
creature and your diilraAed fervant, 
London: Saturday, 9 a clock." 



O how 
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O how was 1 flruck through, as with 
a dart, I am not able to tell your 
Ladyfliipp with how fad and apprehen- 
sive thoughts my wife and I haftned 
•mediately to Whitehall ; where wee 
Ibund her in all the ctrcumAances of 
danger; and tho' dlftin^y knowing 
thoCe who came to vifitt and were about 
her, yett had the diftemper allready foe 
fair prevailed on her fpiritts, that it 
was a fad and moumfull thing to find 
how her fancy and vluall temper was 
diforder'd. To' all this, the feafon hap- 
pen'd to prove exceffively hott, which 
exceedingly contributed to her fuffer- 
ing. There had been, when I came, 
butt one phyfitian fent for ; butt my 
wife, fufpeding (with others) that this 
violent furprize could not Hkely pro- 
ceed from either the intemperance of 
the weather or impaire of one, foe well 
l^d as to all appearance as fhe was, 
butt pofGbly from accident, itt was 
thought advifable to call an experi- 
enc'd 
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enc'd perfbn in cafes of this nature. 
Butt itt was fo very long ere the dodor 
could be found, and foe late txt he 
came, that through the frequency and 
violence of her fitts, which were now 
delirious, her fpiritts were foe ferr 
wafted, that tho' he were of the fame 
opinion, and that Ibmething was omit- 
ted, yett would he by no intreaty be 
perfwaded to apply any thing butt in 
conjunftion with other phifityans. Doc- 
tor Lowther being call'd away fome 
houres before, and bcfides it being now 
farr in the night, itt was with exterord- 
nary dificulty that I gott my andent 
dear and religious friend, Doi^or Need- 
bam, Ance with God, and then but 
valetudinarye himielfe, to come. Others 
who were fent for, wearyed as they pre- 
tended with toyle, would not be pre- 
vailed with to rife, except Doftor Short ; 
foe as till now, there had been Utde at- 
tempted ; nor any thing even by thefc 
with any alTureance, foe iarr ihe was 
ipent 
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Ipent, and her condition not admitting 
of proper remedyes for what they 
ftared, gave flender hopes of fuccefe. 
The Deliriums increafe, and allbeit 
with fome promife and tntermiflions, to 
appearance, yett were they only fuch 
as proceeded from languor and tired- 
nefs ; foe that tho' ftie ftill retained her 
memory of the perfons about her, what 
(he f^d was altogeather inconfiftent, 
and growing more impetuous and de- 
plorable, gave prefage of uttmoft dan- 
ger. This only was highly remarkeable, 
that in all this diforder of fency and 
allmoft diftraftion, ihe vttered not one 
fyllable or expreflion that might in the 
leaft offend God, or any creature about 
her ; a thing which dureing thefe alien- 
ations of mind does feldome happen ; 
butt which fliewed how blefled a thing 
it was to live holylye and carefully, as 
this Innocent did ; perfons that are de- 
lirious vfually vttering extravigancyes 
that difcover their worft inclinations. 
Butt 
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Butt ihe was now in a manner fpent, 
and no't could phyfitians doe, when 
neither the cupping nor the pidgeons, 
thofe laft of remedyes, wrought any 
eStSt. Other things had been pcr- 
happs convenient ; butt there was noe 
ftrength to bear inward remedyes, when 
even the moft gentle had been fatall ; 
and there now appearing a kind of 
Erifypulus on her back, neck, and armes, 
the malignancy grew delperate, — and 
this excellent Creature pafles a fiery 
Triall, exercifed in all the circumftances 
of pmne and wearynefe. Wee beheld 
her now languilhing vnder the laft con- 
flidts till the morning of the next day. 
There had been, your Ladyftiipp 
knows, a confultation the night before 
and a refolution of attempting Search- 
ing att a venture, if (he lived till day, 
and the rather that the phyfitians might 
not feeme to doe nothing in a dcfpcrate 
cafe, than expecting any good eflfeift 
without a miracle. Butt when the morn- 
ing 
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ing came, finding her ftill more debili- 
tated, and the paroxyfmes impetuous 
and allmoft vnceiTant, all hopes being 
given over, vpon the importunitye and 
recomendation of that excellent and 
pious lady, the Vifcountefs Mordant, 
they permitted one Doftor Ffaber to 
make tryall of a Cordiall, celebrated by 
her Ladylhipp for the great matter it 
had performed, and indeed it feem'd 
att firft to compofe her, and fomewhat 
allay the violence of her fitts. Butt the 
moments were fhort, and her conflift is 
repeated, with the vfuall violence ; till 
flic who was wont to raife her felfe vp 
as oft as they came, now finkes downe 
as no more able to fuftaine them ; her 
^iritts faint : till no more pulfe pcr- 
ceiveable, — for your Ladylhipp and I 
held her all this while by the hands, — 
with the moft ardent prayers and offices 
of the holy Man, who continually at- 
tended, he eameftly, and wee all de- 
voutly recomend, and Ihe quietly ren- 
ders 
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ders vp her happy foule to her bleflM 
Redeemer, in whole bofbme ftie is now 
deliver'd from all earthly mifleryes, and 
aflumed into thofe blifsfull Manlions 
prepared for hts Saints, and ftich as like 
her excellent in virtue. 

Thus ended this incomparable Lady : 
our never to be fufficiently lamented 
lofle ; leaveing not onely a difconfolate 
Hufband, whofe vnexpreflible griefe 
and deep afflidion would hardly fufFcr 
him to be (pedator of her languifli- 
ments, drown'd in tears and proftratc 
att the mercy feate, butt all her Re- 
lations, and who had the honour to 
know her in as much reall and pun- 
gent forrow as Chriilians and tender 
hearts were capable to exprefs, and as 
was highly due for foe fencible and 
vniverfall a lofs, and foe infinitely de- 
plor-d. 

This fatal! houre was (your Lady- 
ftiipp 
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ihipp knows) about one o'clock, att 
noone on the Munday, September the 
nineth, 1678, in the 25 year and prime 
of her age. O vnparalell'd lofs ! O 
griefe indicible ! By me never to be 
forgotten — never to be overcome ! Nor 
pafs I the fad anniverfary and lugu- 
bruous period without the moft fcnci- 
ble emotions, Ibrrow that draws tears 
from my very heart whilft I am recite- 
ing it. 

Butt thus (He palT'd to a better 
World, when only worthy of her, when 
as if prefacing what was att hand, fhe 
that very day feavenight (as I noted) 
fumifh'd herfelfe with the heavenly 
Viaticum, after an exterordnary prepara- 
tion, preventing the pofllble diffadvan- 
tages of what might furprize her fpi- 
ritts and diforder her recoIletSJon with 
a moft pious and heavenly addrefe. Nor 
was this taken notice of onely by thofc 
who were wittnefles of it ibme dayes 
before 
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before Aie was brought to bedd, but 
fignally appeared in that paper which 
Ihe had left in the hands of her in- 
dear'd Sifter in law Miftrefs Bofcawen, 
to deliver her Hulband, in cafe of mor- 
tall accident, which foe Ibone as it was 
poffible to compofe his and the vm- 
verfall grief to any temper, was per- 
form'd. 

" My deare, not knowing how God 
Allmighty may deale with me, I think 
it my beft courfe to fettle my affaires, 
foe as that, in cafe I be to leave this 
world, noe earthly thing may take vp 
my thoughts. In the firft place, my 
dear, belcive me, that of all earthly 
things you were and are the moft dear 
to me ; and I am convinced that no- 
body ever had a better or halfe foe good 
a hufband. I begg your pardon for all 
my ImperfeiiKons, which I am fencible 
were many ; but fuch as I could help, 
I did endeavour to fubdue, that they 
might 
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might not trouble you : for thofe defefts 
which I could not reAifye in myfelfe, 
as want of judgement in the manage- 
ment of my family and houfehold af- 
^res, which I owne myJelfe to be very 
defeftive in, I hope your good nature 
wil excufe, and not remember to mydif- 
advantage when I am gone. I alk your 
pardon for the vanitye of my humour, 
and for being often [more] melancholy 
and fpleneticic than I had caufe to be. 
I was allwayes aftiam'd of myfelfe when 
I was Ibe, and forry for it, and I hope 
it will come into the number of thofe 
faults which I could not help. Now (my 
dear) God be with thee ; pray God blefs 
you, and keepe you his ftithfuU Servant 
for ever. In him be all thy joy and 
delight, {ztisfa&ion and comfort, and 
doe not grieve too much for me, fince 
I hope I (hall be happy, being very 
much refign'd to God's will, and Icave- 
ing this World with, I hope, in Chrift 
Jefus, a good Confcience. Now, my 
dear. 
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dear, if you pleafe, permitt me to aHc 
leave to beftow a legacy or two amongft 
my friends and fervants. In the firft 
place, if it might be, I could wiih, 
when the Child I goe with grows of a 
fitt bigneis, itt might be either with my I 
filler Bofcawen, or my fifter Penn, for 
I know they will be careful] of its better 
Part, which is the cheife thing I am 
concem*d about. In the next place, I 
defire you would give B [her wo- 
man] one hundred pounds (the v& of 
which being fix pounds a year, Ave may 
live att her Ffathcr's houfe vpon, if flie 
will, for I fear ftie will Icarce gett any 
body to bear with her want of good 
fervice, as I have done). For my 
Maid, if fhe doe not marry, I hope ftie 
will be kept to looke after my Child, 
when it comes from Nurie. In the 
meane tyme, you will give her board 
w^es. For my two footemen, I hope 
you will gett them places as fbone as 
you can, etc. However, if you be not; 
diQx)fed 
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difpofed to keepe them, you will give 
them . att parting ten pounds a piece. 
I defire you will give my Sifters my 
fliare of the Queen's Leafe, fifty pounds 
a year ; itt is betweene them two, my 
vnmarryed ones I meane ; and to my 
Cozen Sarah an hundred pounds in 
mony. To my Lady Silvius my great 
diamond ring, &c. 

"Now, my dear, I have done, if 
you pleale to lay out about an hundred 
pounds more in rings for your five 
Sifters, to remember me by. I know 
nothing more I have to defire of you, 
but that you will fometymes think of 
me with kindnefs, butt never with too 
much griefe. For my Funerall, I de- 
fire there may be noe coft beftowed 
vpon it att all ; butt if I might, I would 
begg that my body might lye where I 
have had luch a mind to goe mylelfe, 
att Godolphyn, among your freinds. I 
beleive, if I were carried by Sea, the 
expence 
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expcnce would not be very great ; but 
I don't infift vpon that place, if you 
think it not reafotiablc ; lay me where 
you pJcafe. 

" Pray, my dearc, be kind to that 
poore Child I leave behind, for my 
{ake, who lov'd you foe well ; butt I 
need not bidd you, I know you will be 
foe. If you fliould think fitt to marry 
againe, I humbly begg that little for- 
tune I brought, may be firft fettled 
vpon my Child, and that as long as 
any of your Sifters live, you will lett it 
(if they perraitt) live with them, for it 
may be, tho' you will love itt, my fuc- 
ceffbr will not be foe fond of itt, as they 
I am fure will be, 

" Now, my deare Child, farewell ; 
the peace of God, which pafleth all 
vnderftanding, keepe your heart and 
mind in the knowledge and love of 
God and of his Son Jcius Chrift; our 
Lord; 
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Lord; and the bleffing of God All- 
mighty, the Father, the Sonn, and the 
Holy Goft, be with thee, and remaine 
with thee, ever and ever. Amen." 

Then follows what (he had intrufted 
me withall. 

This indearing Inftance of a truely 
loyall and admirable Wife were capa- 
ble of the moft noble reflexions, foe 
religious, foe tender, foe difcreete, and 
every way becomeing. That flie accufe^ 
herfelfe of, being fometymes more fo- 
lemne then vfually young Ladyes are, 
and which Jhe calls the Spleen, I can 
by noe meanes admitt a fault: and if 
her other imperfeftions, of which Ihe 
beggs pardon, were but ftich as her 
want of oeconomique prudence in the 
man^ement of her family, I dare pro- 
nounce her the moft confummate of all 
the perfeftions that can adome or re- 
comend her (ex. 

I fay 
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I fty nothing of that wonderfull af- 
fedion to her Hufband, that made her 
foe defireous to mingle her dirt with his 
in a dormitorye 300 miles from the reft 
of all her Relations, and where to my 
knowledge (he would more contentedly 
have palTd all her dayes with him then 
amidft the fplendor of the greateft 
Court, and where he might be the 
Horizon, all that Aie could or cared to 
lee. 

The education of her dear Child is j 
next : Oblerve with what care for the ! 
better Part, with what excellent choice 1 
for the perfon to whome ihe recomended 
it. Nor does (he extend her kindncfe ''■ 
only to her Relations, butt the meaneft | 
of her Servants. As for the Poore, ftie I 
had not onely fent thofe good workes I 
before her, which flie now enjoyes the : 
treafure and reward of in Heaven, butt ' 
tooke order they might be continued j 
after 
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after her, and ftie being dead yett 
Ipeakes, 

I might haply have taken it vnkind- 
ly, if ftie had named foe much as a bro- 
ther, and left me out; butt the Legatyes 
flie bequeathed, or rather delired her 
Hufband to gratifye her in, were only 
to her Sifters and your Ladyihipp, ex- 
cept what ihe beftows among her Do- 
meftick; to one of which (he gave noe 
lels than an hundred pounds, and to 
her owne Sifters the vallue of a thou- 
fand ; laftly, to me the honour (att the 
foote of this Paper) of being mentioned 
the depofitarye of her Truft as I was 
the diftributer of her Bounty. Butt 
which was more obligeing, the folemne 
profeffion to her Huft)and, a little be- 
fore her Sicknels, that fhe knew of no- 
thing more Hie had to finifh or wifti 
for in this World, butt that ftie might 
doe me fome fignall kindnefs. I confefs 
(he had often both faid and written foe 
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to me, butt that flie ihould think of it 
as a Conceme doubly indeares her me- 
mory. This (&yes that excellent Crea- 
ture) Ihe has left me to doe, and Ma- 
dam, he has done it, in allowing me 
the honour of his fi'eindlhipp, and ac- 
cepting my little lervices ; for the reft, 
I have her Pifture in the houfe, and the 
Idea of her virtues in my heart, bcfides 
a thoufand expreflions of a religious 
and noble Friendihipp, vnder her owne 
fair hand, which I preferve and value 
above all Jhe could elfe bequeath me. 

There was another fmall Pacquett 
feal'd vp, which Ihe defired by the fu- 
perlcription might be burnt, and not 
open'd, as accordingly it was perform'd, 
and, as I conceive, contained the Cy- 
pher onely by which {he vfually corre- 
fponded with her ghoftly Father, the 
Deane of Hereford ; or fome particu- 
lars, which Ihe would not tnift her 
memory with, in cafe Ihe had lived, for 
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as I accqu^nted your Ladylhipp, ihe 
kept a Catalogue of mercyes, deliver- 
ances, iuccdles, refolutions, and other 
ailiftances, for the dincuHion of her 
Confcience with the moft accurate nice- 
nefs. Butt I enter not into this Se- 
crctt. 

Thus began, lived, and ended this 
incomparable Chriftian, Vii^ln, Wife, 
and Freind, for an emulous example of 
perfeaion in all thofe capacityes. Butt 
after all I have faid, impoffible will it 
be to conceive what Aie was, without 
endeavouring to imitate and attaine 
thole excellencyes and early virtues 
which made her what ftie was : to ftiew 
you that — , Ibmething I have here at- 
tempted according to my poore ability ; 
butt he were a rare Artift indeed [who] 
could reach the orriginall, and give thofe 
biA and liveing touches which Ihould 
make it breathe. But, Madam, that is 
not to be exprefled by lights and Sha- 
dows 
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dows which is alltogeather illuftrlous, 
and has nothing in it darke. 

Here, then. Madam, after I have 
recounted to you her Life, — butt which 
reaches the profit! onely, and wants a 
world of finifliing, — I ihould, according 
to the ufuall method, conclude it with 
her Charafter, if that accompliflied 
peice were not referved for a greater 
Mafter, and one that could describe her 
mind. All I can pretend to, will 
hardly reach the out llrokes, and when 
I Aiall have done my bell, be butt an 
imperfect copy. 

Add this paper (Eloftra) to the fer- 
dle of my other Impertinencyes ; butt 
take heed to the ftepps and progrefs 
you make ; for if I live, I will write 
your life, att leaft from the-firft ap- 
proaches of our friendJhipp, till I carry it 
into other Manfions. But becaufe your 
great humility Ihall not fuiftr by the 
admirable 
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admirable things I muft fay of you, nor 
the brightnefe of the Subjed be eclipfed 
by the defe(5ts of the Inftrument, it fhall 
be under fuppoled names, but in veri- 
table inftances ; for cither wee want luch 
examples for good writers to exercife 
their {lyle and talents on, or good 
writers to tranfmitt them to pofteritye. 

I know not really how fhe could doe 
the age wee live in more Juffice, nor 
leave that to come a nobler monument 
of Gratitude for the Improvements your 
Converfation has taught it : whilft Elec- 
tra knows this, ftiewill need noe Socrates 
or Zeno to (land before her; ihe re- 
veres herielfe, and can doe nothing be- 
low her dignitye. I proteft to you, the 
thought that ftie Is alwayes prefent, 
and the contemplation of her vertues, is 
more to me than a thoufand dead phi- 
lofophers. But wee have a better mo- 
nitor, and it were an imbecility infi- 
nitely beneath us, to need the veneration 
of 
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of men, when God, — all Eare and Eye, 
omni^ient and omniprefent, — obferves 
both our words and anions. Lett us 
therefore, both, ibe fpeak with God as 
if men heard us, and lb converfe with 
men as if God faw us. 

Behold, Madam> what I once fub- 
fcribed at the foote of a Letter to this 
blefled Creature ; and often Ihe would 
fmile at what I ufed to repeate upon 
this fubjei^, and as often &d I difbe- 
leive my felfe. Far, very far was it from 
my imagination, farther, infinitely far- 
ther from my defires, to furvive (for) 
this ofHce; who had it conftantly in 
my wifhes, that Ihe might clofe my 
eyes ; butt Ibe it has pleafed God, that 
I fhould verifye my prophecy, and on 
your Ladylhipp's comand, abfblve my 
promife together. I have written her 
Life, and fhould now prefent your 
Lady/hip with her Pifture : here are 
Colours, but where is (as I f^d) the 
Mafler? 
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Matter ? She fat indeed fome confi- 
derable tyme to me, and her converfa- 
tion had been enough to inlpire an 
Artift ; but I aflure you, there are ibme 
peculiar Graces, which the moft (kill- 
full doe not arrive to in their moft ela- 
borate and finifhed pieces. And fhe 
was full of thofe, and fuch as I never 
yet did fee in any of her fex but in 
her alone ; and am certaine never fhall, 
unlels it be in thole few pieces (he drew 
her felfe, whereof your Ladyfhipp is a 
breathing and illuftrious one, whilfl: you 
tread the pathes of her piety and vir- 
tues : this. Madam, I pretend to know, 
and to Ihew you from whome I take 
my meafures. 

The Picture. 

Lett me firft then recall to your 

Ladyftiipps remembrance how (he 

ufually pafled the day, for an inftance 

allmoft inimitable in the ftation where 

(he 
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fhe was, the Court. I will begin with 
Sunday the firft of the weeke. 

Were it never foe dark, wett, or 
uncomfortable weather, dureing the fe- 
verity of winter, (he would rarely omit 
being att the Chappell att 7 a'clock 
prayers, and if a Comunion day, how 
late foever her attendance were on the 
Queen, and her owne exterordnary 
preparation kept her up, ftie would be 
dreffed and att her private Devotions 
fome houres before the publick office 
began. This brings to remembrance 
what I could not then but fmile att, 
that finding one day a long pack thread 
palling through the key hole of her 
chamber doore, and reaching to her 
bed's head, (oppofite to that of your 
lifters, if I be not miftaken,) and in- 
quireing what it fingnifyed, I att laft 
underllood, itt had been to awaken her 
early in the morning, the Centinell, 
whofe ftadon was of courfe near the en- 
trance. 
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trance, being delired to pull it very hard 
att fuch an hour, whilftdieothcr extream 
was tyed fall about her wrift, fearing 
her maid might over lleep her lelfe, or 
call her later than flie had appointed. 

But betides the monthly Comunionsj 
fhe rarely miffed a Sunday throughout 
the whole Year, wherein Ihe did not re- 
ceive the holy Sacrament, if Ihe were 
in towne and toUerable health ; and I 
well know ihe had thofe who gave her 
conftant advertifement where it was ce- 
lebrated upon feme' more folemn fefti- 
vals, befides not fcldome on the weeke 
days aflifting at one poore creature's or 
other ; and when fometymes, being in 
the Country, or on a Journey, fhe had 
not theft oppertunityes, fhe made ufe 
of a devout meditation upon that facred 
Miftery, by way of mental] Communion, 
foe as fhe was in a continual! flate of 
preparation : and O, with whatunfpeak- 
able care and mcenefs did ftie ufe to 
drefs and trim her foul againfl this 
Heavenly 
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Heavenly Banquett ; with what flagrant 
devotion at the Altar. I doe aflure 
your Ladyfhipp, I have feen her receive 
the holy fymbolls, with fuch an humble 
and melting joy in her countenance, as 
feem'd to be fomething of tranijwrt, 
not to fay angelic — fomething I cannot 
defcribe : and ihe has her felfe confeflcd 
to me to have felt jn her foule fuch in- 
fluxes of heavenly Joy as have allmoft 
carryed her into another world ; I doe 
not call them Rapts and Illapfes, be- 
caufe ftie would not have endured to be 
efteemed above otherhumbleChriftians; 
butt that (he was fometymes vifitted 
with exterordnary favours I have many 
reafons to believe : fee what upon an- 
other occafion flie writes to me. 

** O, my friend, how happy was I 
on Sunday laft. Byrealbnofthisfoolifli 
play," (of which I have allready given 
your Ladyihipp an account,) " moft 
imperfeft were my preparations, and 
yett 
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yett I do not remember that God was 
eyer more gracious to me but once 
afore ; and indeed that tyme I had foe 
great a fence of my owne unworthynefs 
and the wonderfull condefcencion and 
love of God, that I had like to have 
fallen flat on my face ; butt that excepted 
this was the moft refrefliing. . O Jefu, 
(faid I,) how happy are wee, how 
bleiled, that have the Lord for our 
God. And you, blefled Angells, who 
are prefent att thefe aflemblyes, ad- 
mireing the heavenly bounty, I tell you 
I was even diflblved with love to God. 
And yett, after all this, what wretched 
things wee are : I was drowfy att 
Church, wandering in my thoughts, and 
forgettfuU of thefe favours that very 
day ; and great caufe I had to lament my 
finns of even that day. Thus I ac- 
knowledge to you Gods love to my 
poore foule, and my foule ingratitude 
to him ; that you may pray for the con- 
tinuance of the one, and I trull the other 
will 
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will in tyme grow lefs." See this hum- 
ble foule. But I fubjoyne one more. 

" I blefe God," (lays ftie,) " I grow 
dayly lefe fond of the world, more 
thankfull to God, lefs folicitous for 
outward things, and more thirfty after 
the bleHed Sacrament, not as I was 
wont, nor because I hold it my duty, 
but out of an ardent defire to comme- 
morate my Saviour's death, and to be 
^aine entertained with the wonderfull 
pleafure that I feele there, and noe 
where elfe. All worldly joyes, all fplen- 
did ornaments, titles and honour, would 
I bring to the feete of my crucifycd 
Saviour." 

Nor did this blefled S^nt hear the 
word of God with lels reverence : 
ploying that day allmoft intircly in 
pious meditations, and never failing to 
recoUeft what ftie had heard, with tiiat 
diligence, that there was not a Sermon 
but 
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but what {he had abftraded, writeing 
downe the principal! heads of the whole 
diicour{e» foe Ibone as Ihe came irom 
Church (if ftie had leifure), or, to be 
fure, in the evening ere ihe flept ; and 
this courfe Aie never omitted, nor to 
repeat what Ihe obferved of moft in- 
ftru(5tive; and her memory was foe 
happy> as nothing materiall dcaped her. 
This, to my aftoniihment, I can tef- 
tifye. 

How would this Lady rejoyce att the 
approach of the Lord's day. She has 
often told me, ftie felt another foule in 
her, and that there was nothing more 
afflicted her, than thofe impertinent 
vilitts on Sunday Evenings, which {he 
avoided with all imaginable indullry ; 
whilft yett feldome did {he pafs one 
without goeing to vifitt, pray by, or 
inftrud fome poorc religious Creature 
or other, tho' it were to the remoteft 
part of the Towne, and fbmetymes, if 
the 
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the feafon were inviteing, walke into 
the fields or Gardens to conten^late 
the workes of God. In a word, ihe 
was allwayes foe folemnly chearfuD 
upon that day, and foe devout, that 
without lookeing into the Kalendu', one 
might have read it in her countenance. 
Thus was the Sunday taken up in 
prayers, hearing, receiveing, meditate- 
ing on the word and workes of God, 
aifts of Charity, and other holy exercifes, 
without the leaft formalitye or con- 
fuiion, becaufe ihe had caft alt her af- 
fairs into fuch a method, as rendered it 
delightfull as well as holy. 

Vpon feftivall dayes, ftie never 
omitted the offices of the Church; take- 
ing thofe opportunityes of vifitting 
poore fick people, relieveing and com- 
forting them; and then would lengthen 
her evening retirements with proper 
meditations on the Myftery, or come- 
moration ; for which ihe had of her owne 
colleftion. 
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colle<9:ion,appofite entertainments: butt 
then upon indlAed faft dayes> belides 
what flie weekly fett apart her lelfe, 
and (efpecially before the Monthly Co- 
munions) how exterordnary were her 
recefles and devotions on every Friday, 
when {he rarely ftirr'd out of her little 
Oratorye butt to publique prayers, and 
then would end the evenings in vifitts 
of charity ; and did for feverall years 
obferve the Lent with ftriftnefe, both 
as to her reflections and devotion, till 
6nding it much impmre her health and 
delicste conftitution, fomething of thofe 
fevere mortifications flie.was perfwaded 
to abate ; only the holy weeke her ex- 
ercifes was extended to all the parts of 
duty, and more Solemn preparation, 
fpent in an uninterrupted courfe of pe- 
nitentiall and exterordnary devotion, 
yett without fttperftitious ufages, or the 
leaft morofTnefs. 

Vpon fuch Annivcrfaryes ihe would 
be 
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be early att the Chappell ; and fome- 
tymes I have knowne her Ihutt up in 
the Church after thej publick offices 
have been endedj without retumeing 
to her Chamber att all, to prevent im- 
pertinent vifitts and avocations, and 
that Ihe might fpend the day in conti- 
nuall devotion. With thefe aufterityes 
palTed ihe the dayes of abllinence; nay, 
though it fell upon a feftivaJl, and 
when others thought themfelves att 
liberty. This recalls to me an anfwer 
which ftie once return'd me, kindly 
reproveing her for a feverity on a cei^ 
taine holy day. 

" As to fefting on a feftivall," (layes 
flie,) " I had not done it, butt that I 
had for it the opinion of a learned and 
reverend Biftiopp, who told me it was 
not a falling day of our owne make- 
ing ; wee might, when a faft and a 
feaft of the Church meete, feaft att 
Church and faft att home ; which I did, 
and 
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and it was a good day with me. 1 
could be content never to dyne foe 
long as I live, foe as I might ipend 
every day like that." 

By this your Ladyftiipp may fee how 
well advifed Ihe was in all fhe did, and 
what e}[terordnary gull and fatis&dtion 
fhe received in her devout intercourfes. 

Butt the truth is, not onely did ihe 
faft on dayes of Indidion, and fuch as 
the Church cnjoynes : every meale was 
a day of abftinence with her, for as Ihe 
feldomeeate of above one or two difhes, 
where there were great plenty, foe very 
rarely would ftie have any fences, and 
comonly chofe the dryeft and leaned 
morfells; and frequently have I knowne 
her deny her appetite things which I 
am certaine fhe lov'd, foe as I have 
made it now and then a little quarrell 
for treating her lelfe no better, confi- 
dering her tender febrick, early rifeing. 
tedious 



'7S 



oyGoot^ie 



,76 



The Life of 

tedious and late watchings, laborious 
devotions, and not feldome even to 
fainting in her retirements. Butt fhe 
would tell me fmileingly, that ihe was 
as ftrong as a lion ; and though I ma- 
nifeftly perceived the contrary, both by 
her countenance and other circum- 
ftances, that thcfe aufterityes did her 
injury, ftie would difguife it with an 
induflry foe naturall, and putt fuch life 
and chearfullneis into her lookes and 
mine, as has made me call to mind what 
wee read of Daniell and his compa- 
nions, (Dan. 1,) who after thdr afcetick 
foode, looked fairer and in better point 
then all the reft who eat of the Royall 
portion. " I can be fatt," (ftie would 
tell me) "in three dayeswhen I will." 

I forgott to remember your Lady- 
ftiipp, of her imploying moft part of 
Lent in workeing for poore people, 
cutting out and makeing w^ftcoates 
and other neceflkry coverings, which 
ihe 
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flie conftantly diftributed amongft them; 
like another Dorcas, Spending much of 
her tyme, and no little of her money, ii 
relieving, vifitting, and enquireing of 
them out. And whilft flie was thus 
bufy -with her needle, flie would com- 
monly have one or other read by her, 
through which means, and a happy me- 
mory, fhc had allmoft the whole Scrip- 
tures by heart, and was foe veried in 
DoAor Hammond's Annotations and 
other prai5Hcall bookes, Controverfyes, 
and Cafes, as might have flocked fome 
who pals for noe fmall Divines; not to 
mention fundry divine penitential! and 
other Hymns, breathing of a Spiritt of 
holynels, and fuch as Ihew'd the tender- 
nefs of her heart, and wonderfull love 
to God. 

Thus fpent flie the Sunday, feafts, 

or fefts ; nor were the exterordnary 

weeke dayes other than Simdayes with 

her when none came to Interrupt her 

courfe. 
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course, which in fome puticulars was 
conftant and unintermitted. ^ot the 
Sun had not yett drawne the Cnrtaines 
of his purple bed, whole riieing fhe oft 
prevented, and even fometymes die 
Morning watch, when this holy Virgin, 
wakeing, after a ihort Ejaculation tn 
the Father of lights for the refreihmcnt 
flie had received, thus excites herfelfe, — 

" Up and be deetng, fteepe no more ; 
Hart ! who is knocking att the doore ? 
Arije, my faire one, come away ; 
For thee I waite : arife, and pray. 
Shake off thy Sleepe ; behold, 'tis I! 
Canfi thou love that, when I am by f 
Vaine thoughts, prejume not to come 

near, 
Tou'lfind no entertainements here ; 
My Love has/worne — her vows are 

paft— 
That IJhall be her fir fi and lafi. 
Rife then, wy deareft, come andjee 
What pleajureas are rejerv'dfor thee, 
I come 
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/ ceme, dear Lord. Beheld I rife, 
Thety I beyond all plea/ures prize." 

Doe not imagine I am purfudng a 
romance, or in a rapture my^fe, whllft 
I call her up with this angelick Hymne, 
fince I can aflure your Ladyftiipp 'tis 
butt what I find under her owne hand, 
and amongd thofe devout tranlports 
and compofures of hers, which I am 
certaine were her owTie : and when 
flie was in health, ftie would be call'd 
whilft itt was yett darke, to ieeke her 
Lord, like thofe holy women that went 
early to the Sepulcher. 

Noe fooner was (he defcended from 
her bed, butt (he fell on her knees in 
profound adoration ; and all the tyme o( 
her dreding, — which for the moft part 
(he fini(h'd of her (elfe without other 
help, — her mayd was reading fome part 
of Scripture to her, and when her a(li(l- 
ance was neceilary, (he would take the 
booke 
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booke herfelfe, and read to her mud ; 
thus continualiy imploy'd ftie her me- 
ditations, till ftie was fully drefPd; 
which ihe would be in a very litde 
tyme, even to all the agreeable circum- 
ftances becomeing her, becaufe indeed 
flie became every thing, and this early 
rifeing and little indulgence to her eafe, 
made her looke like a flower, lovely, 
and freih, and full of health : bang in 
this pofture, fhe withdrew to private 
devotion in her clofett, till her fervant 
advertifed her it was tyme to goe to 
the Chappell, where ftie was ever with 
the firft of the devout foe, were it never 
foe wett, cold, and darke, even before 
day breake, in midft of winter. 

Retum'd from Chappell, fhe would 
ftiutt her felfe upp in her little Oratorye 
againe, where, till the Queene requir'd 
her attendance, (for I now defcribe her 
as Ihe was att Court,) ihe was dther 
imployed in reading fome holy booke. 
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or getting fome Chapter, or Pfklmes by 
heart, fuch as ihe had coUeAed abun- 
dance of the moft edifyelng; neither 
omitted fhe to pray conftantly with her 
fmall family, which ftie tooke great 
care to inftruft upon all occafions. Nor 
did her forenoone devotion determine 
here : ihe not leldome might be found 
in the Chappell att ten a'Clock in the 
longer office. Nay, and I have fome- 
tymes mett her above in his Majeftyes 
little oratorye before dinner, if conve- 
niently (he could flipp away from the 
mixt Company of the withdrawing 
Roome, whilfl: the Queene latt out; 
and this ihe did, not out of lingularity 
or fuperftitious devotion, or that ihe 
thought herfelfe obliged to it, butt (as 
ihe has told me) to avoid occafions of 
idle and impertinent difcourfe, which 
was allmoft unavoidable in the Ante- 
Chambers. 

Soe foone as her Majeftye had dyned, 

(if 
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(if it were her duty and tume to wayte,) 
and that Ihe had alfoe taken her repaft, 
if ftie owed no formall vifitts, or were 
not interrupted by others, fhe ufualiy 
fpent the afternoone in workeing with 
her needle, which was comonly (butt 
efpetially, as I noted, in Lent tyme,) 
makeing Coates and Garments for 
poore people, and ibmetymes for great 
and rich, for there was nothing but 
[what] her delicate fingers could doe, 
and flie had an Invention and fancy foe 
elegant and pretty, that when there was 
any thing exterordnary to be done in 
fuiteing Ornaments and at^ulling La> 
dyes' matters att Court, tho' ftie affefted 
none of this her felfe, happy was the moft 
illuftrious of the Circle, [who] could 
have her to drefs and fett them out. 

She was fomctymes engaged to pafs 
the after dynner att Cards, efpecially 
when ihe came to Berkley Houie, 
(where was great refort,) more to com- 
ply 
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ply with others, than that ftie tooke the 
leaft delight in it ; and tho' being co- 
moniy extreamly fortunate, and very 
ikilltull, ihe comonly rofe a winner, and 
allwayes referved her winnings for the 
poore, itt was yett amongft the greateft 
affliAions of her life, when, to comply 
with fome perfons of Qualitye, Jhe fatt 
any thing long att itt. How many iad 
complaints has ihe made to me of this 
particular : I tell you ihe looked on it 
as a Calamity and fubjeAion infupport- 
able. Butt neither did this nor any 
other conlideration detaine her from 
being preient att publick prayers att 3 
or 4 a'clock, for Ihe would then break 
oiF, and happ'ly take that opportunitye 
of makcing fome vifitt, if ftie had any to 
pay. 

She had her houres alfoe for reading 
hiftorye and diverfions of that nature ; 
butt allwayes fuch as were choice, pro- 
fittable, and inftruftive, and Ihe had de- 
voured 
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voured an incredible deale of that folid 
knowledge, and could accompt of it to 
admiration ; foe as I have even beenc 
aftoniftied to find fuch an heape of ex- 
cellent things and materiall oblervations 
collefted and written with her owne 
hand, many of which (fince her being 
with God) came to myne, for beiides a 
world of admirable prayers and pieces 
of fl^rant devotion, meditations, and 
difcourfes on various fubjefts, (which 
(he compoPd) there was hardly a booke 
(he read that (he had not common 
placed, as it were, or taken fome re- 
markable note of; add this to the Diary 
of her owne life, ad:ions, refolutions, 
and other circumftances, of which I (hall 
give (bme fpeclmen . She had contraAed 
the intire hiftorye of the Scriptures, and 
the moft illuftrious examples, (entences, 
and precepts, digefted under appo(ite 
and proper heads ; and colleAed to- 
geather the refult of every Article of 
the ApofUes' Creed, out of Bifhopp 
Pearfon's 



(> Google 



Mrs. Godolphin. 



Pcarfon's excellent Treatife. I have all- 
ready fpoken of her Sermon Notes; 
butt to give a juft Account of her Let- 
ters, they are foe many and in fo excellent 
naturall and eafy a ftyle, that as for their 
number, one would beleive ftie did no- 
thing elfe butt write, foe for their weight 
and ingenuity, that (he ought to doe 
nothing elfe; and foe eafyly did her 
Invention flow, that I have feene her 
write a very long letter without once 
takeing oiF her penn (butt to dipp it), 
and that with exterordnary Judgment ; 
they were cogent, pathetick, and oblige- 
ing, and aJlwayes about dodng fome 
kind office, or Religious Correljxind- 
ence. Nor lefs was fhe indefatigable 
in reading ; feldome itirring abroad 
without fome good booke about her, 
that if by any accident Ihe were to at- 
tend or be alone, Ihe might lole no 
tyme ; and indeed the tone of her voice 
(when ihe read to others) was foe fuited 
to all the paflions and figures either of 
reading 
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reading or difcourfe, that there was no- 
thing more charmeing thento heareher 
recite with fuch a Spiritt and Judg- 
ment as the periods fell. 'Tis hardly 
to be imagined, the talent fhe peculiarly 
had in repeating a comicall part or aft- 
ing it, when in a chearfiill humour and 
amongft fome particular friends, flie 
would fometyraes divert them ; and I 
have heard her pronounce a Sermon 
in French which Ihe had heard preached 
by a fryar in Paris vpon the profeffion 
of a Nun, att which Ihe was prefent, 
that really furprized me. Thofe who 
have obferv'd the fantaftlck motion of 
thofe Zealotts in the pulpitt would have 
feen in this Lady's aftion, invention, and 
preachment, the prcttieft and moft in- 
nocent Mimick in the World, and have 
really beleived it had been the Enthufiaft 
himlelfe, but for his frock and face, that 
had inspired her: certdnely ihe was 
the moft harmelefe and diverting Crea- 
ture in nature. Butt as her witt was 
infinite. 



oyGoot^ie 



Mrs. Godolphin. 



.87 



infinite, and in ConveHacion far Tuperior 
to any of her fex, foe to curb it, had 
Jhe fuch perpetuall apprehenfions of 
God's omnipre&nce, that (he induftri- 
oufly fuppreHed it. I could tell your 
Ladyfliipp of fome artificial! helps (he 
vfed, to keep her allwayes in mind of 
it : thus Ihe would pin up (bme pa- 
pers, as it were negligently, in places 
where ihe moft frequently ufed to be, 
with fome Charader in it, or halfe word, 
that fignifyed to her fome particular 
duty or Caution ; and though I never 
came to know this from her felfe, yett 
by fome obfervations which I made, I 
am confident of what I fay. Butt this 
fhe did to curb and reftraine as (I fud) 
her fprightfull witt in perfed: humility, 
and out of feare and tendemeis left 
fhe might offend ; tho' never was Crea- 
ture more diforeetely referv'd, or that 
better vndcrftood when and what it 
was fitt to fpeafce and entertaine her 
friends. 

To 
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To preferve her felfe then in this 
humble temper, and affift her more 
minute Confeffions, Ihe kept (as I have 
hinted) an account of her anions and 
refolutions, as fince her dcceafe I find. 
In this it was flie fett downe her Infir- 
mityes ihe laboured vnder, what deli- 
verances fhe had from danger, what 
&vour received, what Methods fhe re- 
folved to take for the imployment of 
her tyme, and obligations kid vpon 
her felfe to performe what Ihe foe re- 
folved, which doubtlefs was a Courfe to 
keep her clofe to duty, as well as the 
frequent Counfells of her Ghoftly father 
upon all difficultyes by the conilant 
Intercourfe of Letters, foe as ftie [was] 
feldome in fuipence, what ihe ought to 
doe upon any difficulty which might 
conceme her: and this infinitely con- 
tributed to the Chearfullne& of her 
Spiritts and interior peace ; ihe was 
really foe afraid that others ihould think 
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too well of her, that flie has fometymes 
bitterly accufed herfelfe, and was wont 
to fend me an anniverfary account of 
her fiuleings and Infirmityes, in which 
God knows they were very few, with 
a gratefull remembrance to God of her 
Improvements, which I knew to be 
much greater then (he would acknow- 
ledge, deiireing both advice and prayers 
for her. 

As in the Morning, fije in the Even- 
ing, itt was even fome exterordnary 
and indifpenfable biuHhefs which att 
any tyme hindered her from the Church 
office, which if ihe milled att three a' 
dock, Ihe would be fure to find att fix, 
whether fiie were abroad or att home ; 
and after that as conftantly retired fome 
competent tyme before Supper for re- 
colle6tion, Reading and private devo- 
tion; and would fometymes walk abroad 
to contemplate the workes of God, for 
which (he was fumifli with proper me- 
ditations. 
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ditadons, which (he could extend out 
of her owne flock, as I can witnefs, to 
my Angular edification and no Tmall 
admiration : there was really nothing 
flie caft her Eye upon, butt inftead of 
impertinent wandring fhe woiUd derive 
fbme holy ufe from. 

" I ■wifh you here betymes," (one 
day writeing to me,) " that wee may 
walk together. I fancy I could talk 
of God for ever ; and, indeed, what 
elfe can wee fpeake of butt our God, 
of whome wee never can fay enough : " 
for Tuesday being ufually the day I 
vifitted her of courfe, whether wee 
walked into the Gardens, the fields, or 
within doores, the mofl agreeable con- 
verfation to her, was the contemplation 
of the workes of God; [or] the contrive- 
ing how to bring about fome charitable 
office ; and as fhe was ftrangely happy 
in compofing differences, foe was fhe 
of Ibe lucky addrefs and univerfally be- 
loved. 



.J ,C;<H)yie 



Mrs. Godolphin. 



loved, that what Jhe undertooke ftie 
feldome failed of accompliftiing. Gene- 
rous as Aie was, and foe obligeing to 
her freinds, there hardly palled a day in 
which ihe had not done fome fignall 
Icindnefs : nor disdained ftie the mean- 
eft Circumllances, foe fhe might doe 
good; not to omitt how refolute {he 
was in other dutyes. Nor in all thefe 
pious Labours, [was (he] the leaft trou- 
blefome, Scrupulous, Angular, or morole, 
butt [of] the moft eafy and chearfull 
converfation in the world. 

Thus pafled ftie the Evenings, till 
Supper ; which fhe for the moft part re- 
fufed her felfe, fpending that tyme in her 
oratory ; and if flie did come downe, 
eating fpareingly, retired againe ibe 
{bone as decently (he could difengage 
her felfe to pray with her little femily, 
and iini{h the reft of her private cour{e 
before {he went to repofe. This your 
Lady{hipp knows and could fpeake to 
much 
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much better then my felfe, whilft you 
were fellow virgins and companions n 
holy dutyes ; and thus lived ihe to God 
and to her felfe. Let us now take a 
view how ftie converfed with others, 
DomelHcks and Friends, after (he was a 
Wife, and had a family to govemc. 

It is ufually laid of marryed people, 
" fiich a one has altered her condition," 
indeed; foe had Ihee. But in noe fort 
her Course. Itt could not be faid of 
this pdre, that thofe who are marryed 
cared for the things of this world how 
they might pleafe one another, for never 
was there Lady pleafed foe well as when 
Ihe was careing for the things of the 
Lord, and this flie did (if any ever did) 
without diftnwftion, knowing that flie 
could never pleafe her hufband better 
then when ftie was pleafing God ; foe 
as {he was, (I may truely fay,) the lame 
[as] a wife and a virgin. And fuch a 
Marriage it was, I am perfwaded St. 
Paul 
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Paul himfelfe would have preferred 
above the celibate he foe highly co- 
mended, butt for which he had noe 
command, but Ipoke on fuppoAtion. 

She was none of thofe who would 
have excused her comeing to the divine 
and royall feafts becaule ihe had mar- 
ryed an hufband ; flacking in nothing 
of her former zeale and labours of love, 
without the leall impeachment to her 
domcftick Charge. Soe dextroufly ftie 
knew to reconcile both thole dutyes, 
that I beleive there never was &mily 
more an houfchold of faith,^ never per- 
fons linked togeather in a more honour- 
able, happy, and eafy bond : for aa flie 
was an excellent Chriftian, flie was a 
noe Icls xmparallcld wife ; I need not 
therefore defcribe this vertue to your 
Ladyfliipp, or call that complaifance 
which was the height of a moft vertuous 
tifkAion ; and reciprocal! ; for never 
were two perfons foe framed for one 
another's 
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another's difpofitions, never lived paire 
in more peace and harmony ; and yett, 
tho' this conversation was the moft 
noble and becomeing in the world, 
without troublefomc fondnefs, yet flie 
could not conceale the affliifUon ihe 
fufFered when he was abfent, as when 
he had been fometymes fent abroad by 
his Majeftye, upon diverfe publick 
concerns of State, nor the Joy that lb 
fpread it felfe in her countenance, and 
agreeable humour, when he was pre- 
fent. In a word, flie was converfation 
as well as Companion for a wile and 
excellent peribn, foe as if ever two were 
created for each other, and marriages, 
as they fay, made in heaven, this hap- 
py paire were of the number. O irre- 
parable lols, never to be repaired on 
this fide that bleffed place. 

For the prudent management of her 
domeftick afiaires, ihe was not to learne 
what ever might become the graveft 
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or [moft] experienced Matron as well 
as Miftrcfs. She had Ibone made choice 
of fuch fcrvants, and putt all things in 
fuch order, as nothing was more eafy, 
methodicall, and quiett ; without lingu- 
larity or aiFetftation ; nothing more de- 
cent mid honourable. She provided 
them boolces to read, prayers to ufe by 
themfelves, and conftantly ipftrutfted 
them herfelfe in the principles of Reli- 
gion ; tooke care for their due receive- 
ing of the holy Sacrament, and was in 
a word the beft miftrefs in the world : 
wittnels her bountifull remembrance of 
them att her death, of which I have 
allready ^ken. 

She tooke exad Accompt of her 
dayly expenfes, which every Saturday 
ftie ufed to fumme up, and never went 
on Icore ; foe jufl and provident flie 
was ; makeing that a delight , which 
others looke on as a Burthen, — namely^ 
the care of her family, which Ihe would 
goe 
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goe through with an hardinefs and mas- 
culine virtue, foe ferr was (he from be- 
ing nice and delicate, and it infinitely 
became her. None knew better then 
flie to buy and to chufe what was fitt ; 
tempering a difcreet frugalitye, with a 
generous hand and a large heart ; and 
if in any thing profufe itt was in her 
Charitye. 

And thus I have (hewed your Lady- 
(hipp how (he lived to God and to 
herlelfe; I have now to add howihe 
converfed with her Neighbours, whom 
(he loved as herielfe. 

Your Lady(hipp is of too generous a 
Soule to fbrgett that particular afifeAion 
(he bore you to the laft, the efteeme 
(he had of your excellent (ifter and 
Relations : and methinks I ftill fee the 
concerne (he (hewed, when you were 
prepareing to goe into Holland about 
this tyme, becaufe her folicitude for 
your 
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your profperity was accompanycd with 
a tender frlendihipp; which I find you 
would keepe in memory by the In- 
ftances you make to one, whome you 
juftly think have noe lefe gratefull dif- 
pofidon to celebrate her vertues. 

Indeed never was any Creature more 
obligeing to her friends and Relations ; 
to whofe Civilityes, that (he might be 
juft, Ihe not only kept a Catalogue of 
thofe fhe had a more particular efteeme 
of, butt would fludy all imaginable 
wayes to be fervlceable to them. Wee 
both are wittnefles of the paines ihe 
would undergoe to proftlyte v^ne or 
indifferent Chriftians, and with what an 
admirable addrefs (he did it; without 
the leaft diminution of her felfe, or 
mean complyance to gaine frienddiipp 
with efteeme ; tho' (he was fcrupuloufly 
carefuil not to multiply accquaintances, 
confidering the precious moments that 
are loll: in impertinent and formal vi- 
fitts. 
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fttts, and therefore reduceing [them] to 
a ielei5): and choice number. Nothing in 
the world did more affli<% her than the 
trifling Converfation of ibme whome of 
Decency ihe was obliged to bear with, 
whilft there was not a vUitt which flie 
returned to fuch, butt with a fecrett de- 
figne, how Ihe might either reclaime 
thofe who were left referved and cir- 
cumfpeA, or conflrme and incourage 
thole that were more. Never fhould 
you hear her fpeake to the difadvant^e 
of an abfent perfon ; butt if others did, 
(he would be either lllent and {ay no- 
thing, unlels where fhe could excule 
them, or endeavour to divert the dif- 
courfe. In every thing clfe ftie had 
a wonderfull complacency of nature ; 
which was infinitely improved by Reli- 
gion, and a kind of univeriall Charitye> 
foe as to accomodate her felfe to all in- 
nocent humours. She would fing, and 
play, and aft, and recite, and difcoiufe 
prettyly and innocently a thoufand 
harmelefs 
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harmelds and ingenious purpoles to re- 
creat old and melancholy peribns, and 
divert the younger. She had kindneis 
and good nature to fitt by the fick and 
peevifh, read and pray by them with 
Infuperable patience and chearfuUneis, 
and comply even with little Children ; 
flie played att any the moft difficult 
games fuiteable to their Conversation, 
and that fkillfully : nor was there any 
relifting her agreeable way and govern- 
ing (piritt; foe that (as I noted) the 
greateft Duchefles and Ladyes of the 
Court fought her friendftiipp and aflift- 
ance vpon any occafion of folemn pomp, 
Mafque> Ball, or exterordnary appear- 
ance, becaufe of a certaine peculiar 
fancy and addrefs ihe had in fuiteing, 
drefling, and contbueing things of Or- 
nament, with univer&ll approbation, 
whilft in all thefe Complyances, flie 
was watchful! of opportunityes to in- 
ftill fomething of vertue and Religion, 
as well by her difoourfe as example, 
and 
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and in fuch a manner, as not onl^' 
avoided the Ceniure of Impertinence 
and fingularity, Butt which more en- 
deared her to them. What ftiall I (ay ? 
ftie had all the pretty arts and innocent 
ftratagems imaginable, of mingling fe- 
nous things on all occaAonSj feafon- 
ing even her diverfions with {bmething 
of Religion ; which^ as Jhe would ma- 
n^e it, putt to rebuke all their ftocks 
of rayllery, foe as nothing was more 
agreeable than her Company where 
ever (he came. Indeed there was no- 
thing proofe ^ainll the abundance of 
her witt and piety : flie made vertue 
and holynefs a chearfull thing, lovely 
as her felfe; and even in the Court, 
how many of the greateft there, were 
made to looke upon Religion as a fe- 
rious thing, yett confiftent with their 
poft. Butt this I need not recount to 
your Ladylhipp, there are yett fome 
(and more I wifli there were) who owe 
their tincture to this Lady, and will^ I 
hope. 
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hope, retaine it ; Coe as, if ever it were 
an holy Court, 'twas when this Saint 
was the life of it. 'Twere eafy to (hew 
whome, by her Councell and addrefs, 
flie had reicued; fomc from fatall pre- 
cipices in that giddy Station ; others, 
whome flie has inftrufted, that were 
Ignorant or carelefs; fome, that ftie 
gsuned to a fevcre Courfe, who were 
lillning to folly and mine : in a word, 
it was the pleafure of her life and the 
buifltieis of the day, to caft about how 
llie might improve it to thoie advan- 
tages. O, were the Courts of Princes 
adorn'd and fijrnifh'd with fuch a Circle 
wee fliould call it Heaven on Earth, 
and converie with Angells. Butt, to 
juftifye this and all that I have affirmed 
concerning the piety of her thoughts, 
the paflion Ihc had to improve others, 
the richnels of her Invention, naturall 
Eloquence, and beauty of her Style, I 
have no more to doe then to mind your 
Ladyihipp of a Letter, written by this 
Saint, 
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Saint, when fhe was now gone from 
Court, of which I am well aflured you 
are beft accquainted, and can yett per- 
happs produce the orrigindl ; for my 
part I never read it butt I looke upon 
it as in^ired with an apoftolick ^iritt. 

' Deare Children, fince you are both 
foe lowly in your owne Eyes, as to 
make ufe of me in a thing which rither 
of you would have done better, butt 
that you diftrufl: your felfes, — namely, 
the paraphrafcs vpcm the prayer lately 
fent you, I thought my felfe obliged 
deepely to confider it againe, and havc- 
ing done foe, cannott fatisfy my felfe, 
unlefs I fett downe with Pen and Ink 
what my opinion is of it. As to your 
dreffing, I can't beleive the Dodlor 
meant there ftiould be any negleft of 
that beauty God has given you, foe it 
be done with this Caution, firft, that 
you defigne to captivate none for any 
jatisfadtion you take in the number of 
Lovers 
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Lovers or in the Noife of a larger 
traine of. Admirers than other young 
women have, butt purely for an honeft 
deltgne of difingageing, your felves as 
foone as you can from the place you 
are In, in an honorable way ; and when 
ever you fee any young Man, whome 
in your hearts you cannot beleive will 
prove that perfon I fpeak of, or any 
marryed Man, whome you know can- 
not, with fuch a one St. Paul fayes, 
you ought not to converfe in the leaft; 
I meane, if [it is] poffible to be avoided, 
and in this age, you know, women are 
not foe wonderfully foliated that have 
the vertue and modefty of you two. 
That good fervice the Ladys of other 
principles have done you, that men 
fooner find their Error, and without 
much difficulty fufpeSed converiations 
may be avoided. 

*' Indeed, it would be a moft dread- 
full fight att the laft day, to fee any 
man 
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Riitn condemned upon your accounts; 
and yett luch a thing may be, and yett 
you honeft; for if you willingly confent 
men fhould looke upon you and follow 
you, you are acceflary to that iinn in St. 
Mathew, * Who ever lookes on a wo- 
man to lull after her, hath committed 
Adultery with her allready in his heart.' 
See that my opinion is, that mankind, if 
they make any particular applications, 
tho' they don't make love, be, as much 
as you can, avoided. As to your Con- 
verfation, there is nothing forbidden 
butt what is either prophane, or unjuft, 
or indevout ; I meane, the encourage- 
ing of any of that in others, by feeme- 
ing well pleaied with it. 'Tis true, wee 
ftiould not preach in the withdrawing 
Roome, butt wee muft, by our lookes, 
Ihew that wee fear God, and that wee 
dare not hear any thing to his prgudice, 
nor any thing filthy, or that tends to 
the prejudice of our Neighbour; and 
where any of thefe are found, there, as 
much 
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much as ever wee can, to avoid them. 
As to what wee fay our felves, the fame 
Rules are to be obferved; and wee muft 
take care that wee talke not to be the 
witticft in the Company; to accquire 
pnule to ourfelves above our Neigh- 
bours. Wee may divert people, and 
be innocently merry ; but then wee 
muft not defigne praife to our felves, 
nor pleafe our felves (if wee have it) in 
the thoughts of it, butt in forae fliort 
and filent prayer, delire God to keepe 
us low in our owne Eyes, as ' Lord, 
make me poore in fpiritt, that I may 
inheritt the kingdomc of Heaven,' or 
by calling to mind that laying of St. 
Paul, 'What haft thou which thou didft 
not receive, and if thou haft received 
it, why doft thou boaft ?' In fhort, wee 
muft talke, to divert others, not to 
gaine applaufe to our {elves ; and if 
there be any that are able and willing 
to doe it, lett us not be impatient to 
preferr them before us. Butt this is butt 
fometymes 
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fometymes to be done ; 'tis not a fault 
if you fhould not allwayes be foe willing 
to teep iilence whilfl: others {peake. 

**A8 to your retirement after yoa 
come in, 'tis only to examine the day, 
and if you have been faulty, in all hu- 
mility to acknowledge it to Allmighty 
God, and what ever the feult has been, 
to read fome portion of Scripture which 
concerns it, if you can find any; if not, 
to read fome Chapter in St. John's Gof- 
pell, efpecially the 15, or 16, or 17th, 
Sec. that doe moft divinely fett forth 
the Love of God to us. The reafon 
why I urge this, is, that your forrow for 
fin may proceed from the fence you 
have of God's great mercy and love to 
us; and that Confideration will melt 
your hearts, and keepe you clofc, and 
make you delire to draw near him ; 
but Hell terrifyes, and damnation 
amazes, and I am never the better for 
thofe refledions. 

"And 
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" And after this is paiTd, you both 
being Good, and friends as well as Sif- 
ters, will doe well to contrive togeathcr 
how you may defeate the Divell, and 
make Solomon's words true, that 'two 
are better then one.' After this, in God's 
name, I know no harme, — if your devo- 
tions of the day and tafk that you aiEgne 
your felvcs are over, — butt that you may 
be as chearfull as your Innocence can 
make you, which in both is very great. 

'*As to one particular in the drefs, I 
think I have not {poken concemeing 
the expensive part. Butt that only 

concerns , and Mrs. , whofe 

purfes are fmall, that they take care, 
upon noe account whatfoever, they ex- 
ceed what their pcnfion is ; for noe 
duty to the Queene, in makeing a ihew 
behind her, can excufe one from Juftice 
to our Neighbour, before that God in 
whofe prelence we walke, and [who] 
will 
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will avenge the Caule of the wronged. 
Butt I am fenflble not only this laft, 
butt all I have laid, has been not onely 
(as to my part) filly, butt as to yours, 
fiiperfluous, only Love and Goodwill 
I dare iky will plead my excufe before 
two foe good young Creatures for a 
greater fault than this, and therefore 
not doubting but I am forgiven, I will 
[end] with a prayer drawne from the 
Sermon wee heard this morning. 

" That you two, who have foe glo- 
rioufly and foe refolutely fett your felves 
to ferve God in your younger dayes, 
may continue to be ftill what you are, 
examples of vertue and modefty in a 
Court, dutifuU to your Mifftrds, obe- 
dient and loveing to your Mother, af- 
feiftionate to each other, and charitable 
to all the world. Befides, may you be 
wife Virgins, haveing Oyle in your 
Lamps ready prepar'd to meete the 
Bridegroome. May you be burning 
and 
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and ftiineing lights in the midft of a 
crooked and perverie Generation, and 
as the Minifter iaid this day, * May you, 
as Samuel, and David, Jofiah, Timo- 
thy, and St. John, be wholly dedicated 
to God's Service, as was the firft ; zeal- 
ous for his Glory, as was the fecond ; 
conftantly feeking the God of your fk- 
thcrs, as was the third ; well inftrufted 
in Scriptures, as was the fourth ; and 
at laft may you (as St. John was) be 
admitted into the Bofome of our Dear 
Jefus, where you will have your fhort 
youth turned into Eternity, your 
earthly treafure to an heavenly, and 
your worldly greatnefs and power ex- 
chang'd for a Crowne of Glory.' Amen 
with all my heart." 

And now, O blefled Saint, how doft 
thou (hine above! What a Circle of 
Starrs diadems thy Temples ! what a 
Jubilation amongfl the Angells at thy 
accefs into the Glorious Hierarchy ! 
Verily, 
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Verily, Madam, I have had thoughts 
above the world, when I Ibmetymes 
confidered the life of this excellent 
Creature, her rare examples, happy fuc- 
cefs, and the fruites which have been 
planted and cultivated by her holy In- 
duftrye and labour of Love, were it by 
her beauty, by her witt, her Converfa- 
tion, her prayers and devotions, her 
zeal and pious Infinuations, her exam- 
ple or peculiar addrelTe ; being wily, Ihe 
caught them by Craft, and as I f^d, I 
would ibmetymes call her the filherels 
ofherfex. What fliall I add ? She was 
fortunate in all fhe fett her hand to, 
becaule fhe laid out all thefe perfetftions 
in the fervice of God, the winning of 
fbules ; and great, great is her reward. 

Nor did this confine her only to the 
Court, amongft the Great. I have all- 
ready told how diligently fhe would in- 
quire out the poore and miferable, even 
[in] Hofpitalls, humble Cells and Cot- 
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tages, whither I have fometymes accom- 
panied her, as fan- as the very flcirts and 
obfcure places of the Towne, among 
whom ihe not only [gave] liberall almes, 
but phyiltians and phyflck fhe would 
fend to fome, yea, and adminifter Re- 
medyes herielfe, and the meaneft offices. 
She would lit and read, inftrud and 
pray, whole aftemoones, and tooke care 
for then- fpirituall releif by procurelng 
a Minifter of Religion to prepare them 
for the holy Sacrament, for which pur- 
pofe fhe not only carryed and gave them 
bookes of Salvation and Devotion, but 
had hetfelfe coUeded diverfe Pialmes 
and Chapters proper to be read and 
ufed vpon flich occafions. How many 
naked poore Creatures Ihe covered I I 
have by me one Lift of no fewer then 
twenty three, whome fhe cladd at one 
tyme; and your Ladyftupp may re- 
member, and I have allready noted, 
for whome Ihe wrought with her owne 
hands. 

To 
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To affift her then in the difpofdng 
of thefe and inumerabie other Chari- 
tyes, there was a poore religious Wid- 
dow, whome your Ladyftiipp knew flic 
had a more particular Confidence in. 
How ftie found her out, I never in- 
formed my felfe, but well remember a 
paflage of fomething exterordnary that 
happened to her concerning a Voice 
which ftie folcmnly affirmed had fpoken 
to her, being once att prayers in the 
Church and in great diftrefs, I ihall 
fay nothing as to that, but that it was 
this pious and humble Creature, whofe 
diligence ftie vfed, to informe her of 
fick and miferable people, who accom- 
panyed her to their Habitations, and 
brought them Cloathes, Mony and Me- 
dicines, and whereof they (pent whole 
dayes in devotion togeather. By her 
it was ftie diftributed weekly penfions, 
looked after orphan Children, put them 
to fchcwle, vifittcd the prifons, out of 
which 
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which (amongft diverfc others,) fte had 
redeemed a diflblute fon of hers, that 
coft a very confiderable fumme, as {he 
had p^d the debts, and indeed wholly 
maintdned the Mother to her dyeing 
day, the' being taken with a dead palfy, 
and in a manner bed ridden, a year or 
two before. She furvived her Bene- 
faArefs, but not her bounty ; thus 
when ihe went into Ffrance, (he ordered 
me to continue many other penfions 
which Ihe gave, and I could give you 
an account of what houfe rent Ihe paid 
for indigent houikeepers, what Ap- 
prentices Ihe put forth, and your Lady- 
fhipp remembers, and I have allready 
touched, the little Child fte kept all- 
wayes with her, and cherifhed to the 
laft. Soe fedulous was (he in thefe ads 
of Charity, that from the tyme I could 
calculate, the had begun and perlifted 
in this Courfe from, a Child her felfe: 
and for the laft 7 Years of her life, I 
can fpeake of my owne knowledge, 
that 
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that her liberality was foe difpropor- 
don'd to her Revenue, that I have 
ibmetymes called it profulion, at which 
fhe would Tmile, and bid me take no 
care. What ftic herfelfe diftributed 
more privately I know not, but fure I 
am it was a great deale more then ever 
ihe would difcover, takeing all the Cau- 
tions imaginable, that nothing fhe did 
of this nature fliould be knowne, no not 
to her left hand what her right hand 
did, and therefore often would fhe her- 
felfe walk out alone and on foote, and 
falling, and in midft of winter, (when 
it was hardly iitt to fend a fervant out,) 
to minifter to fome poore creatures fhe 
had found out, and perhaps whome no 
body knew of befides, foe (or had her 
love to God and piety to others over- 
come nature and the delicate tendemefs 
of her lex and conftitution, 

See then what I find in her Diarye, 

among the Refolutions (as I faid) fhe 

was 
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was wont to let downe in her owne 
hand. It leemes ihe had loft at Cards 
(a diverfion which /he affefted not, but 
to comply with others, when fometymes 
ihe could not avoid it). Behold, Ma- 
dam, with what remorfe, with what dis- 
cretion, 

** June the 2d. 

** I will never play this halfe year 
butt att 3 penny omber, and then with 
one att halves. I will not ; I doe not 
vow, but I will not doe it, — what, 
loole mony att Cards, yett not give the 
poore ? 'Tis robbing God, miflpending 
tyme, and miifimploying my Talent: 
three great Sinns, Three pounds would 
have kept three people from ftarveing 
a month : well, I will not play." 

Here is a blefled Creature. 'Tis in 

this pretious Manufcript that I find 

an account of the particular mercyes 

fhe 
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flie had received from God, amongft 
which that he had given foe religious 
a Mother, fuch good breeding, early 
receiveing the bleffed facrament, the 
prayers of holy people for her, and 
aillftance of a ipirittuall Guide, which 
(fayes Ihe) I am confident was the re- 
ward of my receiveing at the Charter 
houfe. I take notice of it here, because 
'tis there Ihe blefled God that ftie had 
been ferviceable, both to poore and 
Rich, in that he had been plealed to 
make her his Inftrument, and foe goes 
on to thank him for the many perfonall 
dangers and accidents ftie had efcaped, 
all which fhe particularizes. But to 
returne to her Charityes, (than which 
I know no greater marke of a confiim- 
mate Chriftian,) I may not omit that 
other branch of it, her vifitting and re- 
leafeing of prifoners, of which I think 
I can produce a lift of above thirty 
reftrained for debts in feverall prifons, 
which Ihe paid and compounded for at 
once. 
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once. Nor were thefe as (I laid) fud- 
den fitts of devotion, but her continued 
pra&ice, and fuch as tooke up a con- 
iiderable portion of her life ; and fuch 
infinite ratisfa<5i;ion tooke fhe in this 
blcfled Imployment, as that often have 
I knowne her privately flipp away and 
breake from the gay and publique 
Company, the greateft entertainments, 
and grcated perfons too of the Court, 
to make a ftepp to fome miferable poore 
iick Creature, whilft thofe ftie quitted 
have wondered why ftie went from the 
converiation; and more they would, had 
they feen how the fceene was chang'd 
from a Kingly palace to fome meane 
cottage, from the Company of princes 
to poore neceflitous wretches, when by 
and by ftie would returne as chearfull 
and in good humour, as if ftie had been 
about fome worldly concerne, and ex- 
cuse her abfence in the moft: innocent 
manner imaginable. Never muft I for- 
gett the innocent plealure ftie tooke in 
doeing 
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doeing Charityes. 'Twas one day that 
I was with hcTj when feeing a poore 
Creature in the ftreets, *' Now," fayes 
(he to me, " how will I make that mi- 
ferable wretch rqoyce." Upon which 
ihe fent him ten tymes more than 
I am confident he ever could expe<ft. 
This ftie fpake, not as boafting, but 
foe as one might perceive her very 
foule lifted up in fecret Joy, to confi- 
der how the miferable man would be 
made happy with the iurprize. Soe as 
fumming all thefe Inftances togethetj 
might well compare this Lady to thofe 
excellent perfons whofe praife is in the 
Golpell, and whofe names (St. Paull 
aflures us, Ai5ls x. 2,) are written in 
the booke of life, being like Cornelius 
and Dorcas, full of good works and 
Almes Deeds which flie did ; as Prif- 
cilia, Ihe inftruifted many more perfeftly 
in the wayes of God; as Mary, ihe 
beftowed much labour; nor doe I ever 
think of her but I call to mind the 
Phebe8, 
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Phebes, and Tripholks, Julia and Olym- 
pia, Claudia and to whome the Appoftle 
would certainly have added Margarita, 
(this pearle of ours,) had flie been then 
in the world, who were fervants of the 
Churches, fuccourers of the S^nts, 
helpers in Chrill Jefus, and who were 
even ready to lay downe their lives for 
the Gofpell. Soe flagrant was her zeale, 
foe pure her Charitye, foe vehement 
and fincere her love to God, as often to 
quitt the Eale and pleafures of life, 
and difmifs the Diversions of a Court, 
to poHeis thofe Divine and fupemall 
pleafures of doeing good, and the blef- 
fing of him that was ready to periih 
came upon her who caufod the widows 
heart fo fing for Joy, for ihe was Eyes 
to the blind, and feet to the Lame, in 
all things, (hewing herfelfe a patteme 
of good workes. In a word, her life 
did. (oe Aline before Men, that thofe 
-who law her good workes could not 
butt be ftirred up to glorifye God ; yet 
by 
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by grace we are faved through ^th, 
and not of our felves, it is the gift of 
God, . not of workes, left any man 
fhould boaft, for we are hb workman- 
ftiip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good 
workes, which God hath before or- 
dained that we fhould walke in them. 

And now after all this, I need noe 
more produce her Diarye, haveing given 
your Ladylhipp fo minute an Account 
of her Life and anions, I (hall onely 
add, that to the particulars of the Mer- 
cyes flie received, Refolutions made, 
and Graces which fhe defired, ftie com- 
poled many excellent Prayers, Praifes, 
and Devotions, pertinent to the occaiion, 
and to which I might fubjoine the won- 
derful! Condefcenfion, already noted> 
in confiantly giveing me once a year a 
little hiftory of her life, and what 1:^ 
happened of moft concerns in her par- 
ticular, what faileings, and Improve- 
ments (he was fencibie of, with an In- 
genuitye 
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genuitTc exterordnary, and breathing 
a pious friendlhipp, defireing my direc- 
tion and my prayers, which a thoufand 
tymes I needed more than Hie, who 
had, as your Ladyihipp well knowsj 
and is already noted) a Ghoftly father, 
with whome frequently corresponding, 
Ihc conftantly received proper Minii^ 
teryes and advice in matters a^nizable 
to that facred Charafter. To him it 
was fhe often revealed her Confcience, 
as from a Child Ihe before had done 
to a devout and learned prelate of our 
Church by the exterordnary Care of 
his [herP] pious and excellent Mother, 
as herfelf has told me, lookeing on it 
as the greateft blelfing flie had ever 
left her. 

And thus. Madam, I have, accord- 
ing to the beft of my poore abUity, 
complyed with your Ladyfhipp's co- 
mands, and given you the Life of this 
Incomparable Lady : which though I 
may 
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may not have performed to the height 
and merit of the fubjedt, I have yet 
me-thinks paid an obligation to the 
memory of one you loved, and that 
honoured me with friendihip never to 
be forgotten, fince it let me into a 
Converiadon of (<x great advantage. 
In a word, to juftifye what I prefent 
your Ladyfhipp, and fumm up all. 
I have been oft partaker of her {ad- 
nefs and brighter dayes, wittnefs of 
her devouteft Recolleftions, accurate 
and exterordnary preparations, ardent 
Zeale, and unwearyed Devotions, 
chearfiill and even profufive Charityes 
and labours of Love, for her fecular 
concerns was only in order to Spirit- 
tuall. 

In fumme. 

Never was there a more unfpotted 

virgin, a more loyall wife, a more fincere 

friend, a more confiimmate Chriftian; 

add 
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add to this, a ilorid youth, an exquiiite 
and naturall beauty, and gracefullnefs 
the moft becomeing. Nor was ftie to 
be difguifed ; there was nothing more 
quick and peircing than her apprehen- 
fion, nothing more faithful! than her 
memory, more folid and mature than 
her Judgment, infomuch as I have 
heard her hufband affirme to me (whofe 
di^emment all that have the honour 
to know him will allow to be exter- 
ordnary) that even in the greateft diffi- 
cultyes and occafions, he has both aflted 
and preferred her advice with conti- 
nual! ^ccefs, and with thefe fblid parts 
ihe had all the advantages of a moft 
iparkling witt, a naturall Eloquence, 
a gentle and agreeable tone of voice, 
and a charmeing accent when fhe fpakc, 
whilft the Charmes of her countenance 
were made up of the greateft Inno- 
cence, modefty, and goodnefs Imagi- 
nable, agreeable to the Compofure 
of her thoughts, and the union of a 
thoufand 
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thouland perfaftaons : add to all this, 
fhe was Juft, Invincible, fecrett, ingeni- 
oufly finceere, faithfiill in her promifes, 
and to a Miracle, temperate, and mif- 
trefs of her pailions and relblutions, and 
foe well had fhe imployed her fpann 
of tyme, that as oft as I conJider how 
much fhe knew, and writt, and did, I 
am plainly aflonilhed, and bluih even 
for my felfe. O how delightfuU en- 
terfcuning was this Lady, how grave 
her difcourfe, how unlike the Conver- 
lation of her fex, when fhe was the 
mofl facetious, it would allwayes end 
in a chearfull compofednefs the moft 
becomeing in the world, for ftie was 
the tenderefl Creature living of taking 
advantage of anothers Imperfeftions ; 
nothing could be more humble and full 
of CompafTion, nothing more difpofed 
to all offices of kindnefs. In a word, 
what perfeflaons were fcatered amongfl 
others of her fex, feem'd here to be 
united, and fhe went every day im- 
proveing. 
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proveing, fliineing brighter and afcend- 
ing ftUl in veitue. 

I ihould here add fomething con- 
cerning the obfequies and fiinerall of 
this blefled Saint, on which occafion is 
not to be omitted, the earneft rcqueft 
ftie foe provilionally made, that fhe 
might be interred in the Dormitorye 
of her hufband's famUy and Relations, 
the' it were not much lefs then three 
hundred miles diftance from the place 
where flie was borne and bred, that 
foe her afhes might hereafter be min- 
gl'd with his whome foe intirdy ftie 
loved ; and which, after her Corps had 
been enbalm'd and wrapt in Lead, was 
(as your Ladyfliipp knows) as religi- 
oufly perform'd, decently and .with 
much honour, but without pomp or 
oflsntation, on the i6th day of Sep- 
tember, 1678, in the Church of Bre- 
ague, in the pari(h of Grodolphin, in 
Cornwall, of which that femily have 
been 
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been Lords and of illuftrious name both 
before and flnce the Conqueft ; and 
where, being alive, ftie had often in my 
hearing exprelTed fuch a longing defire 
to have pafled the reft of her dayes, 
that, being remote from the notie of 
Cittyes, Courts, and the fubje^ng Im- 
pertinences attending them, flie might 
intirely vacate [to] thefcrvice of God:not 
but that wherever fhe hved ihe did it as 
much as ever any blefled Creature did, 
but because fhe fancyed ihe ihould doe 
it better there, which was impoflible. 

Here then let us leave our Saint at 
reft, but our felves at none, till by fol- 
lowing her example wee arrive at that 
blefled repofe whether ftie is gone be- 
fore. 

For thou {deare Soule) to Heaniens fledd. 

Haft all the virtues with thee, thither 

Wee here fee thee no more. [Udd, 

Thou to that bright and glorious place 

Art 
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Art ruttftj haft won the Race : 
A Crowne of Rayes^ 
And never fadeing Bayes, 
Such as on Heaven's Parnajfus grows ^ 

Deck thyne Angelick Brows ; 
A Robe of Righteoufnefs about thee caft. 
Bathed in Celeftiall Blifsy thou there dojt 
taft 
Pleafures att God's right hand^ 
Pleasures that ever laft^ 
And greater then wee here can -onder- 

ftand. 
Butt are for Juch as ferve Mm beji re- 
ferv'd in ftore. 



How long. Lord, ah! how long 

Wate wee below I 
Ourjodenfeeteftkk in the Clay, 
Wee thro' the bodye's Dungeon fee no day. 

Sorrows onforrows throng, 
Friendfkifps (the fouls of life) and 

frends depart 
'to other worlds,atd new Relaliom know, 
Ahi\ 
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Ah i thou who art 
The ftarry orbs above 
Effentiall love. 
Reach forth thy gratious hand. 
And fend me wings for flight, 
Sett me vpon that hofy Land, 
O bring me to the happy fkoare 

Where no dark night 
Ob/cure the day, where all is light ; 
A Citty there not made with hands 
Within the hlijsfull Region ftands. 
Where wee in every ftreete 
Our dearejl friends againe fhall meett. 
And friendfhipps more refin'dandfweete, 
And never loofe them more. 

Amen. 

Finis, 
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In Margaritam Epitaphium. 

Here lyes a pearle none Juch the ocean 

yields 
In all the 'Treajures of his liquid fields; 
Butt Juch as that wife Merchant wifely 

fought 
Who the bright Gemm with all hisfub- 

fiance bought. 
Such to Jerufalem above tranjlates 
Our God, fadorne the Entrance of her 

gates. 
The Sfoufe with Juch Embrodery does 

come 
To meete her Nuptialls the Celejiiall 

Groome. 



On the copper plate fothered 
on the Coffinn. 
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Page I. 

\ADAMP Tbw M addrefled to 
Anne.daughter of William Howard, 
fourth fon of Thomas, firft Earl of 
Berkfhire, and wife of Sir Gabriel 
See Table IV. j. 
This fign, 2^^ , the wtYfa.y.fa. 
or Salus Pjtbagsrif, which Evelyn prefixes to 
the Memoir, may alfo be ieen on the urn in the 
portrait ; another proof, if fuch were wanting, of 
the authendcicy of the pifhire. 

P. 5. " Jx ancient Suffolie family." See 
Table I. and the note attached to it. 

P. 6. " Upon antthtr momtmentall record." 
In the north tranfepi of Welbninfter Abbey, 
Tlua monument no longer eiifts, but the infcrip- 
tion has been prefcrved, and a tranfcript of it 
gjven at the end of dm note. 

Col. Bl^ge wag one of tlie firft who took up 
arms 
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arms in the caafe of Charle* I., in whofc fervice 
he had been as Groom of the Bedchamber. The 
King raifed his ftandard at Nottingham on the 
ijth Auguft, 164.3. By the " Ledger"* for the 
year 1643 it appears that Charles had fiiteen 
regiments, eicldive of artillery. One of thefe 
regiments then bore the name of Colonel Blagge, 
by whom it was commanded ; and in the accompt 
of monies paid by John Aflibumham for the 
King's fervice, between the 1 ft of April, 1 642, 
and the 26th of Oa. i643,of which the original, 
figned on every page by Charles himfelf, is in the 
polTeflion of the Earl of Afhbumham, are the fol- 
lowing entries : 

" To Coll. Blagg's regiment as gift : £20." 

"To Coll. Blagg towards a magazine: £400." 

"ToColIonelBla^£SO." 

At this time Col. Blagge was about thirty years 
of age. The re^ment which he commanded had 
been railed very probably in Suffolk, where his 
perfonal infiuence, joined to that of the &milies 
of Jcrmyn, Hervey, North, and Gilbert, with 
whom he was connefled, "would ^ve him great 
weight. His regiment fufiered fome lofs at New- 
bory, but his name does not occur amongft tbofe 
of the officers prefeni at Edgehill, Nafeby, or 
Marfton Moor. His poft was Wallingfbrd, a 
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place of great Importance to the Royal cauJe, and 
which he long and gallantly defended. By a 
memotandum extant amongfl Jbme of hii papera 
and accompu in the Britilh MuTeum, the garrifon 
affigned for its defence appears to have been looo 
Ibot, and lOO dragoon). Situated in the midfl 
of one of the moft loyal portions of the kingdom, 
Wallingfbrd pofTefTed a ftrong calUe, and was 
otherwife fo well adapted for military purpofes, 
that, long afKr the deftmftion of the caftle, the 
Marlhal-Dnke of Schomberg, a praflifed engineer, 
pronounced it to be capable, from its natural 
refborceB, of being rendered almoft impregnable. 
Charles repealedly repaired to Walliugford during 
the war. When that monarch had unformnately 
placed iiinilelf in the hands of the Scots, fuch 
of the Englilh towns as ftlll held out againft the 
Parliament received his penniHion to furrender. 
Wallii^lbrd was befieged by Sir Thomas Fairfax 
in perfon, who reported his prooeding? from 
time to time to the Commons, with the various 
propolals ibr terms of capitulation. On the 17th 
of Jul7, Fairfia reported that all was agreed upon, 
fave that CoL Slagge demanded, for himfelf and 
the gairifon — "not to be quelUoned for any thing 
done a) foldiers during the war." The Commons 
demurred to this and other conditions inMed 
upon by Colonel Blagge, and ordered the fiege to 
be carried on. However, a few days afterwards, 
articles were letded and figned by Fairfax and 
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Bli^ge for the rurrender of the caftle and town 
on Wedncfdajr, the 39th of July ; on which 
day, according to the terms of the fecond article 
of capitulation, the governor, and all officers and 
fouldiers of the garrifon, with all other perfona 
therein, marched out of Wallingford with their 
horfcB and arms properly belonging to them and 
proportionable to their commands or imploy- 
ments, with flying colours, trumpets founding, 
drams beatii^ match lighted at both ends, bul- 
lets in their mouths, and every Ibidier twelve 
charges of powder, match and bullet proportion- 
able ; in Ihort, with all the pride, and pomp, and 
circumftance of glorious war. 

No notice of Colonel Blaggc's proceedings 
during the remainder of Charles's life has been 
met with. Upon the death of Charles he tranf- 
ferred hb loyalty and his fervices to the young 
and exiled monarch, and joined in the attempt 
which he made to obtain his crown and kingdom. 

After the lofs of the battle of Worceiier, on 
the 3rd September, 1651, Charles fled tovrards 
the North, accompanied by the Duke of Bock- 
ingham, the Earls of Derby and Lauderdale, Lords 
Talbot and Wilmot, (afterwards Earl of Ro- 
chefter). Col. Blagge (Charles's "Tom Blague"), 
Col. Rofcarrock, Marmaduke Darcjr (Charles'; 
'duke Darcy), Richard Lane, William Armorer, 
Hugh May, Charles Gi^rd, and others to abonl 
the number of futty. 

After 
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After a Sight of about twenty-five miles they 
flopped, by Gifiitrd's advice, at a houfe called 
White Ladies, belonging to John Penderel, about 
half a mile beyond Bofcobel, which belonged to 
Wm. Penderel. 

Here they feparated : Charles entruAed his 
watch to Lord Wiliaot, and his diamond Geoige 
to Col. Blagge, and having cut his hair very fhort, 
and llained bis hands and (ace, he put on a coun- 
try &llow'i habit; and, with no companion fave 
Richard Penderell, fet out with an intent to reach 
London. After hiding awhile at Bofcobel, and 
many efcapes from danger, he was joined by Wil- 
mot, and at length took Ihip at Shoreham for 
Fecamp. By the account which Charley himfelf 
gave to Pepys, he appears to have refilled to accede 
to the plan which the nobles and gentlemen who 
accompanied him to White Ladies had formed, 
to join Genetal Lefley's Scottifli Horfe, who, to 
the number of three thoufand, had efcaped from 
Worcefter. Charles had certainly oblerved the 
behavioar of the Scots in the battle, and probably 
remembered hb Other's face : to hit diAruft of 
their courage he owed his fafety. That diftmft 
muft have been great which induced him to aA 
as he did. He fays, "all the perfons of quality 
and officers who were with me (except my Lord 
Wilmot, with whom a place was agreed upon for 
our meeting at London, if we efcaped, and who 
endeavoured to go on horfeback, in regard, as I 
think 
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think, of his being too big to go on foot], vrcre 
rdblved to go and join with the three thoufasd 
difordeied horfe, thinking to get away with them 
to Scoduid. But as I did btfire believe, the]r 
were not matched Jiz miles, after they got to 
them, but they were all routed by a lingle troop 
of horie : which jhami that mj opinien was mt 
wrong in not flicking to men wht had ran away." 

In this afUon, near Newport, the Earls of 
Derby and Lauderdale, with Gifiard and Jbme 
others were taken prifoners. The Duke of 
Buckingham, Colonel Blagge, Darcy, and May 
took reiiige at Bloore Park, near Chdwordine, 
about five milea from Newport, and eight from 
Stafibrd. Buckingham, having trafted his George 
to M^, efcaped to London, and from thence 
joined Charles in France. 

" Col. Blagge, remaining at Mr. Barlow's houfe 
at Bloorpipe, eight miles from Stafibrd, his firft 
action was, to hide his Majefty's Geot^ under 
a heap of chips and dull ; yet the Colonel could 
not conceal himfclf fo well, but that he was here, 
(bon after, taken and carried prifoner to Stafford, 
and from thence conveyed to the Tower of Lon* 
don. Meantime the George was tranfmitud to 
Mr. Robert Milward, of Stafford, (fon of Sir 
Robert Milward, Chief Juftice of Chefter,) for 
better fecurity, who afterwards feithfiiUy conveyed 
it to Colonel Blagge in the Tower, by the tnifty 
hands of Mr. Ifaac Walton ; and the Colonel not 
long 
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long after happily efcaping thence, rcAored it to 
hu Majefty's own handt, which had been thus 
wonderiul]}r preferved from being made a prize to 
fordid rebels." — Blount's "Bofcobel." 

This prefervation of Charlea's Geof^ was no 
trifling addition to Col. Blagge's more important 
fervices. The badge of " the moft noble Older" 
of kn^thood in Europe was in thofe dayt the 
conflant ornament alike of the fovereign and of 
the knightg companions; icsufe wasnotrelbifled 
as now, to " collar days" at court. A knight of 
the Garter rarely appeared without the fmaller 
George, the enfign of hia dignity, and his honour 
was held to be concerned in its prefervation. A 
curious inftance is given by Biihop Goodman — 
" In proclaiming the King (James I.), the Lords 
coming to London, Ludgate was fliut, and there 
the Lord Mayor and the Aldermeii were, who, 
fedng the Lords, told them that none fhonld 
come into the city, unlefs they came with an in- 
tent to proclaim James, King of Scots, King of 
England. They replied they came with no other 
intent, and did promife, upon their honour, that 
they would proclaim him. The Lord Mayor, 
Sir Robert Lee, replied, that it was no fufficient 
lecurity to take their honours' word in fo great a 
bufineTs, and that he would have better fecurity: 
whereupon one or two of the Lords pulled off 
their bine ribbons together with their Georges, 
and did mor^ge them that they would proclaim 
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none other, and then they were admitted, and 
did prockim King James accordingly." Shaie- 
fpeare makes Richard lo exclaim 

" Now by My Georgef my Guter, and my Crown." 

But to the " George " thus placed in Col. Blagge's 
fafe keeping, a fUll higher intereft attached. It 
was doubtlcfs that which had long hung on the 
breaft of Charles I, which had been delivered by 
him on the fcaffold to Eifliop Juion, and to which 
applied, as the Bifhop folemnly depofed, the 
word " Remember !" uttered by the King a mi- 
nute before the aie fell. The George which 
Charles " wore at the time of hb martyrdom, 
was curiouJIy cut in an onyx fet about with 
twenty-one large table diamonds in the iafhion of 
a garter ; on the back fide of the George was a 
picture of his Queen, rarely well limn'd, fet. in a 
cafe of gold, the lid neatly enamel'd with Gold- 
fmith's work, and furrounded with another gar- 
ter, adorned with a like number of equal fized 
diamonds as was the fore fide." (Alhmole zi8, 
who caufed the Jewell to be engraved by Hollar, 
fhewing the front and the back of the George, 
and alfo the miniature of the Queen.) 

Within fix months after the refloration of 
Charles II. died Col. Blagge, leaving his four 
daughters young and orphans, (Margaret was eight 
years old) but, as Jt will be feen, to the credit of 
the timilies of Berkeley and Villiers, not friendlefs. 
Charles 
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Charles and Jamea alfo appear to have remem- 
bered the children of Col. Blagge, their friend in 
adverltty. 

(On the monument were thefe arms ; two bind- 
Itts engrailed gu. for Blagge, impaling Jz. a 
Ihn faffani erg, ieltaeen three fieurs-ie-lis er. 
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with this iafcription.) 

Thomas Blaggi, Armig. 

Id Agra SiiffiUienfi nabill et antiqua famjlia 

Vlr cgTegliB anlmi ct corporis dotibiu, 

i, Regibui Carolo Primo et Secundo 



FIdus 



Culi IT 






Trit 



imiftem adje^s, 
eiat,pt«dpueinBello Aid Wellmgfsr£enfi im pofi lu 
pane omnibm eipugmtis, diii fbrtiter Cenuil, 
Nee nifi Rege jubcnle e pneGdio eiceUit 
ec mtnon pettulit Regis Caula diu fons in exjlio jajlanir, 
Szpe in patria Capdvus, fidei fuv obftinalionem 
U tuque Angulati eitmplo ipp. 
Ob hoc fub Regis felidlErno reditu, coliortiB ftipatorutn 
u et profe^tun Tarmitlb^ ct Przlidli Largartrifii 
nanis, poMiC mijora fperare, fed immanira niorte JnCerceptus 
PiinctpeDi fuum cui ia idveriis coaftandl&nie adhzterjc 
Jim muneialorem fiihitum, in fecundii defetuic : 
Obiit Chiiftiine, Pie 14. die Nevtmb, 



jfynn Salali 



IE 47. 



A portrait of Colonel Blagge is at Gogmagog 
Hills, near Cambridge, the feat of his defcendani, 
the prefcnt Lord Godolphin. 

P. 6. " Mrs. Blagge" Mary, daughter of 

Sir Roger North, of Mildenhall. See table I. 

P. 7. 
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p. 7. " Bipap nf Ely." Dr. Peter Gun- 
ning, MaflcT of St. John's Coll. Cambridge, 
Bilhop of Chichefter in 1669, fiilhop of Ely in 
1674; who " can do nothing but what is vrell." 
— Diary, Feb. 23, 1673. He died in 1684. 
There are many notices of him in Pcpys' Diary, 
and in Baiter's Life and Times. He took a pro- 
minent part in the Savoy Conference. 

P. 8. " Old Ducbtfs efRic-hmnd." Mary 
Viiliers, fitter of Geoi^, fecond Dulte of Buck- 
ingham. Her firft hu/band was Charles, Lord 
Herbert, to whom {he was married by proxy in 
1634, Lord Herbert died at Florence beibre his 
return home, and within a few days of his mar- 
riage. She married fecondly James Stuart, Duke 
of Richmond and Lennox, who died in 1655 ; 
and thirdly, Thomas Howard, younger brother 
of Charles, firft Earl of CarMe. He died in 
67S. The Duchefs had no children. Sec Ta- 
bic in. 

P. 8. " late CcKBtt/s of Guilferd." Eliza- 
beth Fielding, coufm of the Duke of Bucking- 
ham and of the Duchefs of Richmond, widow 
of Lewis Boyle, Vifcount Kenelmeky, fecond fon 
of Richard, Earl of Cork. She was created 
Countefs of Guilford br life, in 1660. See Ta- 
ble IIL 

P. 8. "Greem of the S/m/t ," (Cuftos Stolat.) 
The Couniefs of Guilford was *' groom of the 
Aok" to Henrietta Maria ; Lady Arlington (Ifa- 
bcUa 
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bella de NRflau, daughter of Le^is of Na^u, 
Lord of Bevcrwaert, and lifter of Marfhal Ou- 
wrertcrt) wa» "Groom of the Stole" to Katha- 
rine of Braganza in 1685. Her niece, Elizabeth, 
Countefa of Derby, filler of James, Duke of 
Onnond, was made " Groom of the Stole" on 
the acccffion of William and Mary. At a later 
period, in 1704, the Duchefs of Marlborough 
was appointed "Groom of the Stole" to Queen 
Anne, but the tide of her office was changed 
to"MiftrcfsoftheRobe3." Elizabeth, the heirefs 
of the great houfe of Percy, filler of the Duke of 
Montagu, coufin of the Duke of Bedford and 
of the Duchefs of Devonfliire, and wife of 
Charles, (the proud) Duke of Somerfet, was made 
"Groom of the Stole" in 1710. Since the ac- 
ccflion of the Houfe of Hanover, the dtle of 
"Groom of the Stole," has been given, I believe, 
exduiively, to the principal noble attendant on 
the perfon of the King, and now, of the Prince 
Confort, In fome French memoirs the title has 
been fpelled " Grumftul," and a lingular perver- 
fion of its meaning may be feen in the Memoirs 
of the Comtc de Briennc. In p. 103 Lord Ro- 
chcfter (Laurence Hyde) is called Mailer of the 
Robes, and Godolphin himfelf had previoufly been 
appointed to that oJEce, an office di&rent from 
that of Groom of the Stole, in July, 1678. 

P. 8. " the late ^etn metiber." Henrietta 
Maria, who died Aug. 10, 1669, 
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p. I). " thf then Duebe/s «f YerV Anne 
Hyde, daughter of the Lord Chancellor Claren- 
don, and firft wife of Junes, Duke of Votfc, tfier- 
wards James II. 

P. II. "til! tbi Dnebefs died." March Jl, 
1671. 

P. 12. " My Lady felmeuth." Mzabeth 
Bogoc, daughter of Hervejf Bagot, third fon of 
Sir Hervey Bagot, Barcmet, of BtithfieM. She 
had been one of the maids of hiMiour to the 
Duchefa of York, and was at thi* time the 
widow of Charles Berkeley, firft Vifcount Fitz- 
hardinge and Karl of Falmouth, killed in the fea- 
fight with the Dutch, June 3, 1665, Sec Table 
II. Pepys calk her, in 1666, "a pretty woman ; 
Ibe was now in her fecond or third moumisg, 
and pretty pleafant in her looks." In July, 
1667, he fcys thit (he was about to marry yonng 
Jermyn : (he however married, for her fec(»>d 
huflMnd, Charles Sackvillc, Earl of Dorfet ; a 
marri^ which did not efcape the coarft facers of 
Dryden and the Earl of Mulgrare. There arc k- 
veral engravings from portraits of Her as Miis Bagot. 
The fineft portrait of her is that in the collcAion 
of the Earl Spencer, at Althorpe. 

P. 21. " Ssme flay to ie aited iy tbt maidi 
of bonour." Probably Dryden's play of " The 
Indian Emperour," or the conqueft of Mexico 
by the Spaniards, which was afted at Court, 13 
Jan. 1668. It was writttn by Dryden alone ra 

oa. 
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on, i667,u a ieqoel to the "Indian Queen," 
whkh had been wiinen by liini in 1664, in 
conjunfUon with Sit Robert Howard. It wat 
dedicaced by him to the DucheTi of Monmouth, 
whole patronage firft efiabllfhed Dryden't popu- 
Urity, and ftic took part in the performance. 
Pepys mendoni with praife the a£ling of the 
Dochela of Monmouth and of '* Mrg, Com- 
wijlii," vix., Heorietta Maria Comwallis, whole 
brother Charles became afterwards the Duchele'i 
lecond huftwid. See alfo an account f>S what 
took place on Dec. 15, 1674. 

P.31. " Duebe/s tf Manmoutb." Thel^ly 
Anne Scot, dau^ter and fole heir of Francis, 
Earl of Bucclench, wife of Jamea, Duke of Mon- 
tnouchf who wu bebqaded July 15, 1685.— 

'* — flu hid knows idicifity, 
Though boni ia fuch a high degree ; 

In pride of power, in beiuty'i blaem, 
Had wepc o'er MonmouCh'i bloody limb." 

In 1688 flie married for her fecond hufband 
Charlea, Lord Comwallis, the fon of Frederic, 
firft Lord ComwaJlis, by Elizabeth, daughter of 
Sir John Alhbumham. The Duchefs died in 
1731, Kt. 81. The prefent Duke of Bucelcuch 
i> tiie lineal delccndanc of the Duke and Duchdi 
of Monmouth, who had been created Duke and 
DuchefBof Buccteuch in Scotland. The Duchefi' 
title* were not afibded hy the attainder of her 
huffaand. 

p. 27. 
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p. 27. " Our familyti being mart te aat at- 
other." The family feat of the Evelyns wa» « 
Wotton, near Dorking, iu Surrey, where Evelyn 
often vijited, although he did not refide there tUl 
Mxy, 1694. Alhted, near Epfom, belonged to 
Sir Robert Howard, uncle to Lady Sylriiu: 
Deepden, now Mr. Hope's, belonged to Mr. 
Charles Howard, ancellor of the prefent Dnte of 
Norfolk : and Albury, now Mr. Drummond't, 
was the refvdence of Henry Howard, afterwards 
Duke of Norfolk. All thcTe places ate at (hoit 
difiances irom each other. 

P. 37. "Tour metber and fifierr Elizabeth, 
daughter of Lord Dundu, wile of William How- 
ard, fourth fon of Thomas, firft Earl of BeiUhire; 
and Dorothy Howard, afterwards the wife of 
Col. James Graham, of Levens. See Table IV. 

P. 30. " Teur fifter, tbea maid ef baneKr" 
See the lad note. 

P. 34. "Paulina and Eufifebiui." See p. 
62, and all the accounts of St. Jerome. 

P. 48. " Jtt WbitthttU, whither fie came 
from St. James" to the Quecn'i fervice, ititer 
the death of the DucheTs of York in 1671. 

P. 52. "Mr. Gidolphin fent airoad." In 
1668 he had accompanied his relation Sir Wil- 
liam Godolphin on a mi£on to Spain. 

P. 56. " ^' BerUij haufi:' " One of the 

moll magnificent pallaces of the towne." (p. 64.) 

The fplendid manfion built by Sir John Berkeley 

of 
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of Braton, cretted Lord Berkeley of Stratton, at 
HayHillFarm, in the parilhofSt. James. The 
nunes and titles are ftill preferved in JiibH Street, 
Berkeley Square and Street, Bruton Street, Strat- 
ten Street, Hay Street, Hill Street and alfo Hay- 
hill, Farm Street, and Charles Street, after Lord 
Berkeley's brother, Charles, Earl of Falmouth. 
Part of the gardens are lUli prderved in thofe 
attached to Devonfhire Houfe and Lanfdowne 
(originall}' Bate) Houfe. Some idea of their ex- 
tent may be formed from this enumeration. A 
defcripiion of Berkeley Houfe is given by Evelyn 
in hia Diary, Sept. 15, 1672 : the only view o{ 
it which is known to eziA is that Jhown in the 
accompanying wood-cut, copied from the large 
map of London publilhed by Ogilby and Mor- 
gan, about i6Sz. 




Pennant, whofe error is copied by many others, 
ftrangely attributes the building of this houje to 
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die family of the Barls rf Btrkeltj : of courfe 
the fcandalous HtiecdoW introduced by him ia 
cquallyoucof place with his mofe fober nartvtive 
that Chriftian, Countela of Devonlhire, lived '* in 
the andent houfe — on the fite of Berltcley Houle, 
where (he received Waller aod Denham, and 
where Ihe died in 1674," (Jan. 16, 1674-5), 
Now John, Lord Berkeley of Stratton, the iMiildcr 
of Berkeley Houfe, did not die till the year 1 678, 
and, after his death, his widow continued to re- 
fide there; for is 16S4, Evelyn, who had been 
tequefted by Lady Berkeley of Stratton to ad as 
tniflee for her children, was confulKd by her aa 
to the propriety of building two fbeecs in Berke- 
ley Garden*, " rcferving the houfe and as much 
ofthcgardens as the breadth ofthehoufe;" thefe 
flreets are apparently the prefent Berkeley Street 
and Stratton Street. After the death of Lady 
Berkeley, the man&on was inhabited by the Prin- 
cefs (afterwards Queen) Anne until Jan. 1695, 
when, upon her reconciliation with William IIL 
fhe was invited to keep her court at Whitehall. 

The old town houfe of the Earls of Devon- 
lhire was sot in Piccadilly, but in BtQiop^te, 
where Devonfllirc Square now lUnda ; William, 
the fecond Earl, died there in 1628. His w^idow, 
Chriftian, the loyal and exemplary Counteft of 
Devonfhire, did not refide in London ; fhe lived 
and died at Roehampton in Surrey, in the hoQlc 
which had been inhabited by Weftqn, Earl pf 
Portland, 
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Portland, and which now belongs to Mr. Robert 
Golling the banker. It wa* at Roehampton, not 
in Piccadilly, that ftie leceived Waller and Den- 
ham. Her fon William, the third Earl, died in 
the fame houfe in Nov. 1684. Hb fon William, 
the fourth Earl (afterwards created Duke) of Dc- 
vonfhire, having, at lirft, no town houfe, rented 
and lived in Montagu Houfe (the old Britifh 
Mufeum, in Great Ruffcll Street), which was 
burned down, during his occupation of it, in Jan. 
1 686. After the acceffion of William III. " the 
Duke of Devonlhire took it into his head, that 
could he have the Duchefs of Ponlinouth's lodg- 
ingl (at Whitehall) where there was a iine room 
for balls, it would give him a very magnificent 
air." (Dachefi of Marlborough's Defence of her 
Condufl, p. 29.) 

It is probable that the Duke purchafed Berke- 
ley Houfe after it had been vacated by the Prin- 
cefs Anne in 1695, and changed it9 name to 
Devonlhire Houfe, lince Bifhop Kcnnet fays thai 
he died Aug. 18, 1707, in "Devondiirc Houfe, 
Pietadillj." The prefcnt Devonftiire Houfe, 
flanding certainly on the fite of Berkeley Houfe, 
was not built by him, but by his grandfon, the 
third duke, fome time after the year 1730. To 
this houfe and to its builder applies the epigram 
compofed by Horace (afterwards Lord Walpole 
of Woltcrton), brother of Sir Robert Walpole, 
^vho, calling one day at Devonlhire Houfe, which 
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wu juft finiOied, and not tinding the Duke at 
home, left this epigram upon the table, 

■' U[ dominiu, domui eft ) nan citn tiilU colamait 
Mumoteii fplendet i quod tenet, intus hibet." 

Sir John Denham, whofe name being aUbciaud 
with that of the Countcii of Dcvonlbire perhaps 
milled Pennant, had a houfe and gardens in Pic- 
cadilly, near to the fpot where Burlington Hotire 
now Hands, adjoining to which Hood Lord Cla- 
rendon's famous minfion, (the Dunkirk Houfe 
of the Lampoons) afterwards the Duke of Albe- 
marle's, the fite of the prefent Albemarle Street, 
Dover Street, and Bond Street, including the 
Clarendon Hotel and Alhbumham Houfe. The 
manflons thus named, viz. Sir John Dcnham's, 
Burlington Houfe, Albemarle Houfe, and Berke- 
ley Houfe, occupied nearly the whole of the north 
of Piccadilly : the ground to the weft of Berkeley 
Houfe was divided into fix lields, known as 
" Pennilefs Bank," " Little Brook-field," " Stone 
Bridge-lield," " Great Brook-field," " Mr. Aud- 
Icy's land," and " Shoulder of Mutton Field." 
To the north and north-weft, Berkeley Gardens 
were bounded by the land " where grazed the 
cows" of Alexander Davies, of Ebury, in Pim- 
lico, whofc daughter and heir, Mary, married Sir 
Thomas Grofvenor in 1676, and whofe name is 
preferved in " Davies Street." 

George, Lord Berkeley of Berkeley, afterwards 
Earl of Berkeley, lived at another Berkeley HouiC} 
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in the parilh of St. John's, ClerkenwcH, on the 
fite of the prefent Berkeley Street, which leads 
fi'om St. John's Lane to Red IJon Street. His 
iamily had iived there for fcveral generations, his 
&ther died there, Aug. 1658, his third fon James 
was baptized there I June i66j, sad from the 
fame houfe he writes on Feb. 23, 1678, to Pepys, 
who on the previous day acknowledges « letter 
from his lordfhip "at St. Jabdi" (Correfpond- 
ence, vol. v. pp. 42 — 45. In Cierkenwell alfo, 
in 1681, Lord Berkeley received a deputation 
(headed by TilJotfon, then Dean of Canterbury) 
from Sion College, to which he had prefented 
the library colleftcd by Sir Robert Coke, fon of 
Lord Chief Juftice Coke. From the Coke &mily 
Lord Berkeley inherited Durdans, near Epfom, 
mentioned as his refidence both by Evelyn and 
Pepys. Cierkenwell has long fince ceafed to be 
a fuburb of great beauty and a laihionable neigh- 
iMurhood, but in the feventeenth century it was 
both : its groves and gardens adorned the natural 
inequalides of the ground, and it polTelTed the 
manfionsof the Earls of Aylefbury, Berkeley, and 
Northampton, the Duke of NewcalUe, the Chal- 
lonei family, &c. : Bilhop Burnet and many others 
attached to the court alio refided there. The 
ftrcets are many of them named after their former 
owners or inhabitants. The Marquis of North- 
ampton fliU retains vaft property in Cierkenwell 
and IHtngton. 

P. 60. 
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p. 6o. "Tbemotberaf the maids." Them 
ther of the maids in thecourt of Catharine of Bra- 
ganza, was Bridget, Lady Sanderfon, daughter of 
Sir Edward Tyrrell, Knt. and wile of Sir WilUun 
Sanderfon, Gentleman of the Privy Chamber t< 
Charles II. Lady Sanderfon had previouHy becD . 
mother of the maids of honour in the court cf 
Henrietta Maria: Ihe died 17 Jan. i63i, kx. 
89, having furvived her hufband (with whom Ibe 
had lived in wediock for fifty years) nearly five 
years. He died 25 July 1676, a;t. 90 : SirWm. 
Sanderfon is the author of feveral works. 

P.61. "MjUdy." Lady Berkeley of Strat- 
ton (fee Table II.) was Chriftiana, daughter of 
Sir Andrew Riccard, Knight; and widow of 
Henry Rich, Lord KeoJington, only fon of Ro- 
bert Rich, fecond Earl of Holland and fifth Earl 
of Warwick, by Elizabeth Ingram, his firft wife. 
She died in 1698. Sir Andrew Riccard was one 
of London's richell merchant'princes : he vtas 
Prefidenc of the EaA India Company, and in that 
capacity figures in the great cale of monopolies, 
E. I. Company, v. Skinner. A marble fiatuc, 
erefted to his honour by the Turkey Company, 
of which he was Prefident for eighteen years, ftiU 
ciifts on his monument in Che Church of St. 
Olave, Hart Street. He was knighted July 10, 
1668, and died Sept. 6, 1672, aged 68. A por- 
trait of Lady Berkeley, by Lely, and a portrait of 
Lord Kenftngton, her firft hulband, are in the 
colleAion 
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collection of the Earl Fitzhardinge at Berkelc}' 
Caftle. 

P. 6 1 . " Y9UT iwe fifters" Apparently an 
error for " J9U two fifters." See Table IV. 

P. 67. " Her fifttr, the Lady Yarhmugh." 
Mm. Godolphin's eldeft fifter, Henrietta Marie 
Bli^ge. SeeTablcI. It may fuffice here to ftate 
that this Udy, whofe conduct was not free from 
blame, has been miftaken by fome editors of 
Grammont and by Horace Walpolc for the fub- 
jeft of this memoir. 

P. 67. " TTse D tan of Hereford." George 
Bcnfon, of whom nothing is known except the 
dates of hb feveral preferments. He was M.A. 
of Queen's Coll., Oxford ; D. D. z Aug. 1 660, 
on the 8tb of the fame month he was inlblled 
Prebendary of Wellington, in Hereford Cathedral, 
and on the i+lh of Sept. in that year, was ap- 
pointed Archdeacon of Hereford : on the 1 6th 
June, 1671, he was made Prebendary of Wor- 
ccfter, in the room of Dr. William Dowdefwell. 
He was appointed Dean of Hereford on the 
loth Sept, 1672, and continued to hold the 
Archdeaconry alfo, until the 15th Dec. 16S4, 
when he refigned the latter dignity to his fon, 
Samuel Benfon. The Dean died on the Z4th 
Aug. 1693, set, 78, and was buried in his own 
cathedral. 

P. 84. " Fmm TtoitinaM." "Twickenham 

Park, Lord Berkeley's country feat," Diary, March 

13. 
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13) 1676. Id the earlier port of the century it 
had been the property and relidence of Imcj, 
cidcft dai^hter of John, firft Lord Harrington, 
of Ezton, and aiter the death, in 1614, of hez 
brother John, inheritor of n>oil of lua large dlates. 
She married Edward RulTell, third E«rl of Bed- 
ford, and when Moor Park in Hertfbrdfliire wn 
granted to him in 1617, {he made over berinte- 
reft in Twickenham Park to her kinlhwn William 
Harrington. Lord Berkeley probably acquired 
it by puTchaie: it has fince belonged to the Ver- 
nons, and to leveral femiliea in fuccelEon, and it 
was lattly the property of Mr. Francis Goflinc 
the banker. 

P. 93. " Play at Court befsrt tbetr M^if- 
tin," " Saw a comedie at night at Court, a£ted 
by the ladies only, amongft them Lady Mary and 
Ann, his Royal Highnefs' two daughters, and my 
dear friend Mrs. Blagg, who having the principal 
part performed it to admiration. They were all 
covered with jewels," Diary, Dec. 15, >674- 
Thc play was " CaJifto or the Chafte Nymph," 
by John Crowne, who, by Rochefter's inBuence, 
had in this inftaace fupplanted Dryden. Itwts 
prJDted in 1675, and a copy is preferved in the 
library of the Britifh Mufeum. Ater the tide- 
page is I lift of [he performers, all of whom how- 
ever did not bear, at the time of afUng the play, 
the titles which the printed lift gives to them. 
The lift is as follows : | 

Caiifi*. 
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Calijio, a challe and favourite nymph of Diana, 
beloved by Jupiter. " Her Highnefs the Lady 
Mary," a daughter of the Duke of York, and 
afterwards Queen of Engknd. 

Nyphi, a chatte youi^ nymph, friend to Ca- 
■ liAo. " Her Highnefs the Lady Anne," a daugh- 
ter of the Duke of York, and afterwards Queen 
of En^and. 

Jufittr, in love with Califto. •' The Lady 
Henrietta Wentworth ;" rather Henrietta, Baro- 
nefs Wentworth of Nettlefted, which dignity 
dcfcended to her on the death, in i66j, oi her 
&ther, Thomaa Wentworth, the laft Earl of 
Cleveland. She b well known by her difgrace- 
fiil connexion, at a later period, with the Duke 
of Monmouth, whom Ihe did not long furvive, 
dying on April 23, 1686. Although Dryden 
was deprived, by means of Lord Rochefter, of 
the honour of compolii^ the comedy performed 
before their Majellies, an honour due to him as 
Poet Ijureat, he yet compofcd an Epilogue to 
Califto, which it was intended fhould have been 
fpoken by Lady Wentworth. However, through 
Rochefter's influence, it was not recited, and an 
epilogue written by Crowne wai Ipoken by Lady 
Wentworth as Jupiter. Drydcn's be^ni 

" A) Jupiter I made my coutc in tain, 
I'll now ifluine niy mdve Oup« agiin." 

And ends thus (addrelling Charlea hlmTdf), 
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" Two ilorioui nymph) of your own godlike line 
Whole mofiiioi nyi, like noonCiiie, ftiike and Ikinci 
Whom you to fuppliant monarchi fhall dlfpole. 
To Inad your fneadt, and to difutn your fbei." 

On which Sir Walter Scott remarks : " The ^ 
rioua nymphs, afterwards Queens Anne and 
Mary, both lived to eielnde their own fither 
and his Ton from the throne. Dcrriclc, I fappofe, 
alluded to this circumftance, when in the penal- 
timaK line he read fufflant for fuppUant mon- 

Junt. "ThcCountcfiofSuffei." LadyAnnc 
Fitzray, daughter of Charles II. by the Duchcia 
of Cleveland and wife of Thontag, Lord Dacre 
andEarlofSulTex. 

Pfecas, an envious nymph, enemy to Califto, 
beloved by Mercury. " The Lady Mary Mor- 
dant," daughter and heir of Henry, fecond Earl 
of Peterborough : (he married in 1677, Henry, 
feventh Duke of Norfolk, from vrhom ftie was 
divorced in April 1 700. She afterwards married 
Sir John Germaine, Co whom fhe left a great part 
of the Peterborough ellates, 

Hiatia, goddefs of Chaftity. " Mrs. Blagge, 
lau maid of honour to the Queen." Mm. Go- 



Mtreurj, in love with Pfetas. " Mrs. Jen- 
nings, maid of honour to the Duchefe." Sarah 
Jennings, afterwards married to John Churchill, 
the great Duke of Marlborough. 

The 
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m Diana, who alfo 
n feveral Entries in 



The " Nympha attending 
danced in the Prologue, and 
the Play," were 

"TheCountefaofDarby." Elizabeth Butler, 
daughter of Thomas, Ear] of OHory, (eldell fon 
of James, firlt Duke of Ormond) by Amelia, 
daughter of Lewis of Naflau, of Beverwaert. 
She was the wife of William, ninth Ear! of 
Derby, and niece of Lady Arlington, mentioned 
in p. 240. Her only fon and her youngeft 
daughter died unmarried. Her eldeft daughter. 
Lady Henrietta, married firft John Annefly, 
fourth Earl of Anglefea, and fecondly John, firft 
Earl of Alhbumham. 

" Tlie Countefs of Pembroke." Henriette de 
Qucrouaille (filler to the Duchefs of Portfmouch), 
wife of PhiUp Herbert, feventh Earl of Pembroke. 
Bilhop Kennett, and fome of the lampoons of the 
time, Ipell the name CarivieU. 

" The Lady Katharine Herbert." Sifter-in- 
law to the preceding, being daughter of Philip, 
fifth Ear] of Pembroke, by Katharine, daughter 
of Sir William Villiers of Brookeiby. See Table 
IIL She afterwards married Sir John Williams 
Bart., of Llangibby. 

"Mrs. Fitz-Gerald. " Probably Katharine 
(daughter of John Fitz Gerald of Dromana), who 
married in 1677, Edward Villiers, eldeft fon of 
George, fourth Vifcount Grandifon. See Table 
IIL 

"Mrs. 
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" Mn. Frazier, maid of hoaoor to the Queen." 

The " men dwt dtnced" were 

" His Grace the Duke of Monmooth.'* 

"The VifcounC DunblaJne." Edward OA 
bome. Lord liatimer, one of the Gentlemen <^ 
the Bedchamber to Charles II., eldcft ion of Tho- 
maa. Earl of Danby (afKtwaids created Marquis 
of Carmarthen and Duke of Leeds). After the 
reprefentation, but before the publication of the 
piece, the Earl of Danby was created Vifcount 
Dunblaine in Scotland, which dignity was af- 
fumed as a title of courtefy by his Ton, Lord Lati- 
mer. By Table I. it will be feen that the prefent 
Duke of Leeds is the lineal reprefenisdve of Mrj. 
Godolphin. 

" The Lord Daincourt." Robert Leake, eldeft 
fon of Nicolas, fecond Earl of Scarfdale, whom 
he afterwards facceeded in that title. 

" Mr, Trevor." John Trevor, eldefi fon of 
Sir John Trevor, (Secretary of State, who had 
died in 1671,] byRuth, daughter of John Hamp- 
den and great niece of Oliver Cromwell. He 
was elder brother of Thomas Trevor, Lord 
Chief Juftice of the Common Pleaa, who was 
created Lord Trevor in 1726. 

" Mr, Harpe." 

" Mr. Lane." 
Neither in this lift, nor amongft the names ^ven 
in the Diary, is the name of the Duchefs of Men- 
mouth, whom Evelyn here i 
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" the Ihmeing beautj^s" who performed, ] 
probable that Evelyn's Diary written at the t 
corroborated aa it is by the publiAied lift, is 
more coireft on this point. The Duchels of 
Monmouth coo had fome years before met with 
a fevere accident whilft dancing, which caufed an 
incurable lamenefs. See Pepys' Diary, Sept. so, 
1668. 

P. 95. "LardTrtdfurer." Thomas Ofborne, 
Earl of Danby, afterwards created Duke of Leeds ; 
fee the preceding note. 

P. 100. " Thi Coantefs of Sufali." "Was 
at the repetition of the paftoral, on which occa- 
fion Mrs. Blagg had about her ncerc 10,000/. 
worth of Jewells, of which flie loft one, worth 
about 80/., borrow'd of the Counteft of Suffolk.. 
The prcfs was fo grcate, that 'tis a wonder flie loft 
no more. The Duke made it good." Diary, Dec. 
zz, 1674. TheCountefsof Suffolk was Barbara, 
daughter of Sir Edward VilUera, widow of Tho- 
mas, fon of Philip, Vifcount Wenman, and. fecond 
wife of James Howard, third Earl of Suffolk. 
She was Jirft Lady of the Bedchamber to the 
Queen. She died in 1681. See Table IIL 

P. 103. "TbemaftirsfthiRoba^mm Earh, 
of Rscbijier." Laurence Hyde (fecond fon of 
the Chancellor Clarendon)^ was creawd Earl of 
Rochefterat the end of l68z, a &£t which proves 
that Evelyn did not write this life until fome 
years after Mrs, Godolphin's death. It would 
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appear that Godolphin purchaTed this place, as a 
certain provilion on which he might nuny. 
Laurence Hyde is the Lory of the lampcwn). 

P. 103. " Dr. Lake." John Lake of St. 
John's Coll. Cambridge, fuccefiively Archdeacon 
of Cleveland, Bifliop of Sodor and Man, of Briftol 
and Chicheller. He was deprived for not taking 
the oaths to William and Maiy, and was fuc- 
ceeded in his See of ChicheHier by Simon Patrick, 
then Dean of Peterborough. 

P. 106, " Inltrcourje bitvuene Cbrift end 
the Souli" It is probable that Mrs. Godolphin 
here fpeaks of the JuhjeS of the book which 
Evelyn lent to her. No book with that title has 
been found. 

P. 107. "My lady Hamilton." Thb was 
Prances Jennings, daughter of Richard Jennii^ 
of Sandridge, and elder filter of Sarah, afterwards 
the celebrated Duchefs of Marlborough. She 
had been one of the maids of honour to the 
Duchefs of York, and was diftinguillied as much 
by her pddinefs as by her beauty. Pepys fays of 
her (in Feb. 1665) •* What mad freaks the mayds 
of honor at court have ! that Mrs. Jenings, one 
of the Dutehefles's maids, the other day drefled 
herfelf like an orange wench, and went ap and 
down and cried oranges ; 'till filing down or by 
fome accident, her fine flioes were difcemed, and 
Ihe put to a great deal of Ihame." She married 
Sit George Hamilton, grandfon of James, fiiA 
Eari 
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Earl of Abercorn, and brotherof Count Anthony 
Hamilton, author of die Memoirea deGrammont. 
It was as his widow that Mrs. Godolpliin and 
John Evelyn now knew her. Evelyn in his 
Diary, 12 Nov. 1675, calls her " a fprightly 
youi^ lady, much in the good graces of the 
(Berkeley) iamlly, wife of that valiant and worthy 
gendeman George Hamilton, not long after flain 
in the wars. She had been a maid of honour to 
the Duchefs and now turned Papift." Lady 
Hamilton, if Ote did not accompany Lord and 
Lady Berkeley to Paris in 1675, was there du- 
ring the time of Mrs. Godolphin's ftay with 
them. She married for her fecond hulband 
Richard Talbot, who had been one of her ad- 
mirers whilft fhe was a maid of honour, but had 
married Mifs Boynton, and was now a widower. 
He was created Earl of Tyrconnel by James II. 
and appointed by him in 16S6 to fucceed the 
Earl of Clarendon as Lord Deputy of Ireland, 
whither the Countefs accompanied him. Tyr- 
connel, as is well known, remained attached to 
James, who, alter his abdicadoa, created him, in 
1 689, Duke of Tyrconnel. A change foon came 
o'er the fortunes of the Duchefs. Her hulband 
died in Auguft 1691, and William's fuccefsiul 
occupation of Ireland reduced her to obfcurity 
and poverty. The frolicfomc maid of honour, 
the "fprightly young lady" was reduced to fell, 
not for amufement but for livelihood : in Pen- 
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nam's words " Above flairs (at the new Exchange 
in the Strand), fat, in the charafler of a Milliner, 
the reduced Ducheft of Tyrconnel, wife to Ri- 
chard Talbot, Lord Deputy of Ireland under 
James II. a bigotted papiit, and fit inftrument of 
the defigns of the in£ituated prince, who had 
created him Earl before his abdication, and after 
that, Duke of Tyrconnel. A female, fufpefted 
to have been his Duehefs, afisr his death, fup- 
potted herfelf for a few days (till (he was known 
and otherwife provided for) by the licde trade of 
this place : having delicacy enough not to wijb 
to be detefled, (he fat in a white maik, and a 
while drefs, and was known by the name of the 
vibite wiJota." The Duchefs of Tyrconnel be- 
came a penfioner of the exiled monarch, and 
having, probably throu^ Marlborough's in- 
fluence, obtained leave to refide in Dublin, lived 
in the prance of the mofi auftere afceticilin, 
and died there, in all outward appearance very 
miferably, at the advanced age of eighty-two, in 
1 730, whilft her fitter Duchefs was living, pet^ 
haps more miferably, in all pomp and fplendonr 
at Bleniieim and Pall MaU, a torment to herfelf 
and all around her. 

A portrait of the *• CounttJs of Tyrconnel," 
painted in all probability tor Lady Berkeley of 
Stratton, is in the colleftion at Berkeley CaJUe ; 
engravings of other portraits of" Mifs Jennii^" 
are frequent, 

P. 109. I 
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p. 109. " Ambaffader te the Court of France." 
John, Lord Berteley of Slratton, (fee Table II.) 
left England on this Embafly 14 Nov. 167;. 
Evelyn in his Diiry for Od, and Nov. in that 
year, gives many particulars. If we were to 
tnift to the editor of Evelyn's Diary and to the 
firft two editions of Pepys', the I/ird and Lady 
Berkeley, fo often named as Mrs. Godolphin's 
wafm friends, were George, Lord Berkeley of 
Berkeley, afterwards created Earl of Berkeley, 
and his wife Elizabeth, daughter and co-heir of 
John Mafiingbeard, efq. of Lincolnlhire, and in 
the abfence of all connexion between them and 
the tiunilies of Blagge and Godolphin there would 
be great difficulty in Ihowing any probable caufe 
for the ftiendfhip, not to call it patronage, which 
Mra. Godolphin and her hulband received. The 
editors of Evelyn and Pepys have unfortunately 
fallen into the error, which I have pointed out 
as having been committed before them by Pen- 
nant, of confounding the two Lords Berkeley, if 
not the two " Berkeley-houfes." In Lord Bray- 
brooke's new and enlarged edition of Pepys the 
error is corrected. 

John, Lord Berkeley of Stritton, originally 
known as Sir John Berkeley, and in the fervice 
of Charle9 L at the fame time with Colonel 
Bla^e, Mrs. Godolphin's father, was concerned 
with John Alhburnham and Colonel Legge in 
the flight of Charles I. from Hampton Court to 
the 
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the Ille of Wight, a vexed point of hifioiy, on 
which Lord Clarendon'a muftatements have been 
well correOed by the late Earl of Afhbamham. 
During the eiile of the royal ikmtly he became 
the bvourite of James, Duke of York, whofe &- 
vour he never loft; although he was reprefcnted 
to Charles as the fecret agent of the Court of 
France, and as the known enemy of the Chan- 
cellor Clarendon and his party. The Chancellor's 
enmity Berkel^ ftiared alike with Afhbamham 
and liCgge, lor all alike ftood in the Chancellor's 
way ; Berkeley however obtMned his peerage in 
■ 6 jS, as the price of James' return tolii^ brother 
Charles ; the others, although high in &vour 
with Charles II. were ennobled in the perfons of 
their defcendants. Clarendon makes the enmity 
between himfelf and Berkeley, who had once 
been his own familiar " Dear Jack," to arife from 
his oppofition to Berkeley's claim to the maller- 
fhip of the Court of Wards : James II, in hia 
Memoirs, from Clarendon's advice to Lady Mor- 
ton to rejeft Berkeley's propofals of marriage. 

Lady Morton, one of the brighteft ornaments 
of " the beautifiil race of Villiers," was Elizabeth, 
daughter of Sir Edward Villiers, niece of the 
Duke of Buckingham, and widow of Robert 
Douglas, SthEarl of Morton, who died in 1649. 
Whilft Lady Dalkeith, and durmg the ftay of 
Charles the Fitft's family at Escter, ihe had had 
the charge of the Princefs Henrietta, afterwards 
Duchefs 
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Dochels of Orleans, and to her Fuller infcribes 
his " Good Thoughts in Bad Times." Her noble 
refeue of her royal ward, whom (he carried on 
her back from Oatknds to Dover, in the dilguife 
of a beggar and her child, is well known. Lady 
Morton died in \(i^^ 

Befides enjoying the perfonal favour of the 
Duke of York, Berkeley was a near kinfman of 
the influential Harry Jermyn, Earl of St. Alban's, 
who, as we fee by the tabic of the Blagge family, 

alfo a relative of Mrs. Godolphin: the clofe 
connexion of the Berkeley and Godolphin lamilies 
fiilly accounts for the long and intimate friendlhip 
which ezilled between them. 

After the Reftoration Berkeley's rife was rapid, 
and his employments numerous. In 1 660 he was 
appointed a commiflioner of the Admiralty, in 
June 1661 a privy counfellor for Ireland, and 
foon afterwards Lord Prelident of Connaught. 
In 1 664 he was made a mafter of the ordnance, 

in 166; a commiiBoner of Tangier. Allthefe 
offices he held at the fame time, and fo early as 
1663, Pepya fays that Lord Berkeley boafted of 
having gained £;o,ooo in the navy alone. This 
fum appears fo great that one might well have fuf~ 
peftcd fome error in the tranfcription of Pepys' 
Diary. But the ftatement is true, and there cm 

■cfore be no wonder that, in 1 665, we read of 
Berkeley's beginning a houfe at St. James', next to 
the Lord Cliancellor's, norat Evelyn's mendoning. 
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in 1672, that it had cofl £30,000, He had alfo 
more indirefl ways of obtaining money through 
his influence with the Duke of York, as Pepys 
mentions in i66S. In April 1670 Lord Berke- 
ley was appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
where he remained till Augufl 1672. In OSva- 
ber 1674, he was named to the embafly 1 
France, in which he was accompanied by Mrs. 
Godolphin and by Evelyn's fon. From this em- 
bafly he returned in June 1677, and in the fol- 
lowing year he died. 

A portrait of Lord Berkeley when a boy, and 
another portrait of him by Vandyke, are in 
colleAion of the Earl Fitzhardinge at Berkeley 
Caftle. A portrait of him, his lady, and a fervam, 
in one piece, painied in 1 676 by GaTpar Netfcher, 
is mentioned by Vertue, but it is not included in 
Sir Wm. Mufgrave's account of the piftures at 
Berkeley Caftle. 

As Evelyn and Pepys' Diaries may be c 
fulced, I add the following correAed index to 
:s where Lord Berkeley of Stratton is mci 
( 8 vo editions). Evelyn ii. 255. i6o. 373-375. 
398. 41 3. 417. 4ZI. 425. iii. 90. 117. 177. 338. 
Pepys i. 115. 121. 122. 1&3. 282.; ii. 21. 1 
141. 173. 224. 23a. 249, 250, 256. 346. 
1 iii. 167. 183, 228. 236. 386. 395.; 
[ 74. 181. The other places relate to George, 
Lord Berkeley of Berkeley, afterwards Earl of 
Berkeley, viz. Evelyn, vol. ii. 136. 140. 1 

198. 
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198. ai4- 385.; vol. iii. 67. Pepys, Tol. i. 39, 
95.305.; vol. ii. 80. J vol. iii. 87. 230. 191, 
vol, V. 4Z-45. 

P. 1 10. " Nelbing Hke Pinto's Travels." 
The name of Fenum Mendei Pinto will ever 
remain alTociated with falfehood and exaggeratioD. 
He lived in the 16th century, but hia travels 
were not tranflated into Englilh until 1663, 
whence probably Mrs. Godolphin's acquaintance 
with them. Congreve's well known lines, almoll 
become proverbial, (and which it b impoJSble to 
quote without remembering (heir witty applica- 
tion by the prefent Bifhop of Llandaff,) 

'< Ferdinand Mcndei PinU wu but a type of thee, 
Thou liir of the firft magnitode ! " 

Lew fir l/nit, Kd 11, Sc. j, 

were not written until after Mrs. Godolptin's 
death, Claude's Defence de la Reformatian, 
written in reply to the Janfeniit Nicole, was firft 
publiflied in 1673, fo that at the time of Mrs. 
Godolphin's vifit to Paris, the book muft have 
had the additional charm of novelty. 

P. III. " That baile of theirs." Perhaps for 
iaie, forrow, or deftruftion. 

P. 131, " Mj (barge jaiir fin." "I fettled 
affaires, my fonn being to go into France, with 
my Lord Berkeley, defigned ambailador extraor- 
dinary for France, and plenipotentiary for the 
general peace of Nimegoen." Diary, 15 Oft. 
1675. 
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1675. This fon was John Evelyn, great-grand- 
father of the prdent Archbilhop of York, At 
thu time he was about aineteea years of age. 
In the following letter to his father the allufions 
to his •' pretty pious govemefs's" chriftian name, 
and to her marriage with Godolphin, are too 
evident to be miibken. 

" Deak Grandfather, 
" I MOST humbly thank you for your kind letter, 
it came to mc juft before my Pretty, Pious, Pearly 
GovcrneJTe left me ; whofe departure makes this 
place ceaft to be either Athens, or any thing elfc 
but a very melancholy abode to me : now my 
Mmerva is gone I am aa defolate as the owl that 
ufed to lit on her Temple, and almoft in as great 
a PaSion as Achilles for the loffe of Brifeis ; I 
could methinks looke very ■uwol'piic on her Aga- 
memnon, and can hardly forbear drawing on him 
at this diftance, but that your letter, like an Ap- 
peafing Gentle Minerva, quieta me and fays 
AXX flcyfj^Jiy iptSo(,i*Ti3l^i^o(iX}iEoy^itfi' 
Ak\ nrei iViO'ty [/.iv aynSurov, lif timmi vcf. 
fo that I am fatisly'd to follow the Hero's Example 
and call my Agamemnon, though not oti'o|3«pE(, 
yet with permilEon 

— jtui-Js tft.f/.xr t^m, KfetSiiiv S^ iXec^oio' 
S'. Cicero's fon was a whole year at Athens, the 
fcholar of Cratippus. If my Cicero will let me 
ftay here fo long Coo, I will endeavour to recover 
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my doie and not return empty to follow his 
Iteps, to link my Greek and Latine ftudys toge- 
ther, and that not only in Philofophy, but alfo in 
the piaftice of Eloquence, (in order to the law) 
that I may equally eicell in the maftery of both lan- 
guages, I am bold to barrow this from Cicero but I 
hide it fo well chat I cannot ezprefle myfeif better. 

" Tlie Cratippiis's here are very dear, and to 
fatisfy your expefbations I muft be my own Cra- 
tippus in every ait and fcience, now I pay for 
my lodging, diet, and every thing clfe, which I 
beleeve Marcus found cheaper in Greece when 
hia lather wrote to him than I doe here. My 
Lord had audience of the K, the 7th. fo fays 
Nouvelles Ordinairea of the town, which with 
that of BrufleU I read for 30 fous a month. The 
Citadell of Liege is difmantled, and thofe of Huy 
and Dinant too. Prelidcnt Mole's library ia fell- 
ing now on the Quay dea Auguflina, there art 
abundance of line bookes and curious there. The 
Poll would be gon yf I fliould ftay to coileft any 
more news out of the Gazette. My humble fer- 
vice to my Unkle Gianvil, duty to my dear mo- 
ther, I am 

" Your obedient Grandfon, 
" John Evelyn. 

"Madame Feret was much pleafedwith her let- 
ter, etc. I will endeavor to write a better hand." 
Endorfed by Evelyn, 

" My fon John, from Paris, 1676." 
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p. 122. " Mj Lady H." Lady Hamilton, 
fee p. 107. 

P, 125, " Mr. Birnard Greenvih," of Abf- 
Court at Walton on Tbamea in Smrey, " an old 
houje in a pretty parke." Diary, 17 Sept. 1675. 
In Aaguft 1672, Bernard Grenville, Gentleman 
of the Hor{e, and Groom of the Bedchamber to 
Charles II., had been fcnt on a miffion to Savoy, 
and it was probably on hb retnrn from this mif' 
fion that he efcorted Mrs. Godolphin to England. 
He was the lecond fon of Sir Beville Grenville, 
killed at Lanfdowne fight, whofe eldeft fon. Sir 
John GrenviUe, the bearer of Charles II.'s mef- 
fages to the Lords and Commons, was created 
Vifcount Lanfdowne and Earl of Bath. After 
the death, without iJTne, of William, grandfon of 
the firft Earl of Bath, George, fecond fon of 
Bernard Grenville, was created Lord Lanfdowne 
in 1711. He is well known as a poet. The 
title became extinft at hi* death in 1735. 

P. 1 26. " Dr. Wametes in Ceveat GarJen, 
tnbsfi wife was her near reialion." Of this rc- 
lationfhip I find no trace. 

P. 129. " Liaji fiii haJ af tertaine lands in 
Spalding." See Diary of 9 Nov. 1676. "Fi- 
nifhed the leafc of Spalding for Mr. Godolphin." 
An elhte at Spaldmg had been left to Mrs. Go- 
dolphin and her fifters by their mother, to whom 
it had been granted on leafe by Queen Henrietta 
Maria, Mrs. Godolphin bequeathed her Ihare to 
her 
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her fillers Dorothy and Mary. 

P. 1 30. " Her pretty habitation In Scotland 
Tard." "To London, to take order about the 
building of an houfe, or rather an apartment 
which had all the convenieucea of an houfe, for 
my deaie friend Mr. Godolphin and lady, which 
I undertook to contrive and furvey, and employ 
workmen, till it ihould be quite linilhed, it being 
juft over apinft hjs majeftics wood yard by the 
Thames fide, leading to Scotland Yard." Diary, 
12 Sept. 1676. Who "V." the arehitcft was, 
it is not eafy to determine. It mull not be mif- 
taken to mean Vanburgh, for he was not bom 
tUl 1671. 

P. 136. "The piliurt Jbe fomi years fince 
befiewed upon me." This piftnre, of which a 
reduced engraving ia prefixed to this volume, is 
Itill preferved at Wotton, the anceftral rcfidencc 
of John Evelyn. It may be obferved that the 
B-(»TiitAf * which Evelyn had ufed at the com- 
mencement of this Life, and in other of his MSS. 
is alfo reprefented on the urn in the piAure. 
The painter's name jg not on the ponrait, neither 
is there any tradition in the Evelyn fiimily of liis 
name. A very competent judge pronounced it, 
after due examination, to be in his opinion the 
work of Gafpar Netfcher, and his opinion is 
ftrengthened greatly by the iaft that of the five pic- 
tures which Vertue mentions as punted by Netf- 
cher during his Ihori flay in England, one is a pic- 
wre 
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mre of " Lord Berkeley of Stratton, his lady, and 
a fervant, in one piece, dated 1676." It is pro- 
bable tliat Mrs. Godolphin would choole to be 
painced by the fame artifi who painted her inti- 
mate fiiend*. Another portrait of Mrs. Godol- 
phin, painted in all probability for her friend Lady 
Berkeley of Stratton, is mentioned in Sir W"m. 
Mufgrave'i lift, as eziiUng in 1790 at Berkeley 
Caftle, and it is lUll, as it is believed, in the col- 
lection of the Earl Fitzhardinge. 

P. 137. "Mj lady ViJcounUfs Mordant" 
Elizabeth Carey, daughter and fole heir of Tho- 
mas, fecond fon of Robert, Earl of Monmouth, 
wife of John, Vifcount Mordaunt of Avalon, 
eldeft fon of John, Earl of Peterborough. Evelyn 
fpeaks very highly of this lady in his Diary at 
this time, " I went to Lady Mordaunt, who 
put £100 into my hands to difpofe of for pioos 
ufes, relief of prifonera, poor, &c. Many a fum 
had ihe fent me on fimilar occafions : a bleHed 
creature flie was, and one that loved and feared 
God eiemplarily," Aug. 16, 1678. 

P. 137. "Ynur ladyfiip and fifter Gi^(abam). 
Dorothy Howard, wife of Colonel James Graham 
ofLevens. See Table IV. 

P. 138. " Mr, Apmol^ s att Lambatb" This 
vifit was on the 13rd of July, and on the fame 
day, '* Mr. Godolphin was made mafter of the 
robes to the King." On the z;th July, Evelyn 
adds " there was fent to me £70 from whom I 
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knew not, to be by me diibibuted among poore 
people: I afterwards found it was from that 
deere ftiend (Mrs. Godolphin) who had fre- 
quenlly given me Urge fums to beftow on chari- 
ties," It is fcarcely neceffary to fay that the 
muieum called "Mr. Afhmole'a att Lambath" 
is now the AOtmolean at Oxford. Of the MSS. 
which Evelyn mentions in his Diaiy, a catalogue 

, ha* recently been printed by the Univerfity. 

P. 143. " Mr. Harvye, trea/urer to her Ma- 
jeftje" John Hervcy, eldeft fon of Sir William 
Hervey of Ickwarth ; he was a great iavourice 
with Charles II. a leading man in Parliament, 
and a patron ofletters: he died 18 Jan. 1679. 
P. 146. "Dr.Lewtber:" perhaps Dr. Lower, 

I mentioned below, may have been meant. 

P. 146. " Dr. Ntidbem" Diary, Nov. 4, 

I 1679. " Went to the fiinerall of my pious, 
dear and ancient learned friend. Dr. Jafper Need- 

I ham, who was buried at St. Bride's Church. He 

: was a true and holy Chrillian, and one who loved 

! me with greate affcflion." 

i P. 146. " Dr. Short." Dr. Peregrine Short, 

■ whom Evelyn thus mentions in his Diary, 29 
Nov, 1694. "I vifited the Marquis of Nor- 

; maoby (John Sheffield, who had previoully been 

I Earl of Mulgrave, and was afterwards created 
Dute of Buckingham(hire)and had much difcourie 
concerning K. Chas. II. being poifoncd. Alfo 
concerning the ^inquino which the Fhyficians 
would 



oyGoot^ie 



272 



Notes. 

would not give to the King, at a time when in % 
dangerous ague it waa the axAj thing that could 
cure him (out of envy becaufe it had been bionghc 
into vogue by Mr. Tudor, an Apothecary), till 
Dr. Short, to whom the King lent to Icnow his 
opinion of it privately, he being reputed a papift, 
(but who was in truth a very honeft good Chrif- 
ftian) fent word to the King that it was the only 
tiling which could fave his life, and then the King 
injaincdliisPhylicians to give it to him, which they 
did, and he recovered. Being allced by this Lord 
why they would not prefcribe it. Dr. Lower laid 
it would fpoil their praflicc, or fomc fuch expref- 
£oD, and at lall confelTed that it was a remedy 
fii only for kings," 

P. 149. " Dr. Ffaber to make trjall of a nr- 
Jiall." No notice of Dr. Faber, nor of his cor- 
dial, has been met with, 

P. 153. " Mr/. Jff/-flW«," her After in law, 
viz. Jane (or Jael ?) Godolphin, wife of Edward 
Bofcawen; their fon was creaud Vifcount Fal- 
mouth, and their daughter, Anne, was afterwards 
the wife of Evelyn's grandfon. See Tables I. 
and V. 

P. 154. " My Jsfttr Pnn." Probably one of 
the unmarried fitters of Mr. Godolpliin, named 
after her aunt Fenehpi, Lady Fitzhardinge (fee 
Table II.). Only two of Godolphin's fillers 
were married, viz. Elizabeth to Sir Edward 
Northcote, Bart, and Jane (or Jael) to Edward 
Bofcawen. 
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Bofcawen. 

phin died ui 

p. .15. 



Nine brothers and fillers of Godol. 
married. There were fixteen in all. 
' Mjftiari eftbi ^e^i leafi." See 



note to p. 129. 

P, 303. "frcdace the originall" There can 
be no doubt that this letter was addreiTed to Lady 
Sylvius, wliitft Itill unmarried, and to her filler 
Dorothy. 

P. 225. " v!ith much bomr." Evelyn gives 
in his Diary the following particulars of Mrs. 
Godolphin's laft illnefs and iuneral. 

1678.] 

3 Sept. I went to London to dine with Mrs. 
Godolphin [fbrmerty Mrs. Blagg, who had ben 
maid of honour to the Quecne], and found her 
in labour; fhe was brought to bed of a fonn, 
who was baptiz'd in the chamber, by the name 
of Francis, y* fufceptors being S'W" Godolphin 
(head of the ftmily), M'. Jn". Hervcy, Treaff-. 
to the Queenc, and Mrs. Bofcawen, filler to S'. 
William, and the father. 

8. Whilft I was at Church came a letter from 
Mr. Godolphin that my deare friend his lady was 
exceedingly ill, and deftring my prayers and af- 
fiftance. My wife and I tobke boate immediately 
and went to White-hall, where to my inexpref- 
fiblc forrow, I found ftie liad ben atlacq'd with 
the new fever, then reigning this eiceflive hot 
autumn, and which was fo violent that it was 
not thought flie could laft many hours, 

9. She 
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9. She died in the 26th yeare of her age, to 
the inexprelSble affii£tioo of her deate hafhand 
and all her relations, but of none in the world 
more than of myfdfe, who loll the moft ezcelleu 
and ineftimabte friend that ever liv*d. N<;ver 
waa z. more virtuous and inviolable friendihip; 
never a more religious, difcrcet and admirable 
creature, beloved of all, admired of all, for all 
poflible perfcftions of her fei. She is gonto re- 
ceive the reward of her fignal charity, and all 
other her ChrilUan graces, too bleffed a creature 
to converfe with mortals, fitted as ihc was by a 
mod holy life to be received into the manlions 
above. She was for witt, beauty, good-nature, 
fidelity, difcretion, and all accomplilhments, the 
mod incomparable perfon. How ihall I ever 
repay the obligations to her for the infinite good 
ofiices flie did my foulc by fo oft engaging me 
to make religion the termea and tie of the friend- 
fliip there was between us ! She was the beft 
wife, the beft miftrefs, the beft friend that ever 
hufttand had. But it is not here that I pretend 
to give her charafter, having defigti'd to con/ecrale 
her worthy life to pojterity. 

Her hulhand, ftruck with unfpeakablc affiiflion, 
feU down as dead. The King himfelfe and all 
the Court cxpreffed their forrow. To the poore 
and miferable her lofle was irreparable, for there 
degree but had fome obligation to her 
□ carefdll and provident was Ihe to 
be 
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be prepared for all poffible accidents, that (as if 
(he forefaw her end) flie received the heavenly via- 
ticum hut the Sunday before, after a moft Iblemn 
recolleftion. She put all her domeftie concerns 
into y* exafleft order, and left a letter direftcd 
to her hufband, to be opened in cafe {he died in 
child-bed, in which with the moft pathetic and 
endearing expreflions of a moft loyal and virtuous 
wife, Ihe begs his kindnelTe to her memorie might 
be continu'd by his care and efteeme of thofe ihe 
left behind, even to her domeftie fervants, to the 
meanell of which the left confiderable legacies, as 
well as CO the poore. It was now feven yeares 
fince flie was maid of honor to y" Queene, that 
flle reguarded me as a father, a brother, and what 
b morcj 3 ftlend. We often prayed, vifited the 
fick and miferable, received, read, difcourfed and 
communicated in all holy offices together. She 
was moft deare Co my wife and affeftionatc to my 
children. But ftie is gon! This onely is my 
comfort that flie b happy in Chrift and I ftiall 
Ihordy behold her againe ! She dcfir'd Co be 
buried in the dormitorie of his family, neere 300 
miles from all her other friends. So affliiled was 
her hufband at this feverc loffe, that the entire 
care of her funerall was committed to me. Having 
doled the eyes and dropped a teare upon the 
cbeeke of my deare departed friend, lovely even 
in death, I caufed her corps to be embalmed and 
wrapped in lead, with a plate of brafle foldered 
thereon. 
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thereon, with an infcripdon, and other cimim- 
Itancea due to her worth, with bs much dil^ence 
and care as my grieved heart would permit me; 
I then retired home for two daies, which were 
rpent in rotitnde and Tad reflefUons. 

17. She was accordingly carried to Godolpliiii 
in Comwail, in a hearie with fix hories, attended 
by two coaches of as many, with about 30 of her 
relations and fervants. There accompanied the 
hearie her hulhand's brother, S'. W-,, two more 
of his brothers, and three fifters : her hafband 
was fo overcome with grief, that he vm wholly 
unlit to travel fo long a journey till he was more 
compofed. I went as lar as Hounflow with a 
fad heart, but was obl^ed to return upon Ibme 
indifpenlible af&ures. The corpfe was ordered 
to be taken out of the hearfe every n^ht, and 
decently placed in y* houfe, with tapers about it, 
and her fervants attendii^ to Cornwall; and 
then was honorably interr'd in the parifh church 
of Godolphin. This iiineral coft not much lefs 
than £1000. 

With Mr, Godolphin I looked over and forted 
his lady's papers, moil of which coniifled of 
Prayers, Meditations, Sermon-notes, Difcourfcs, 
and coUefUons on feverall rel^oua fubjcfls, and 
many of her owne happy compofing, and fo pcr- 
tinendy digefted, as if Ihe had ben all her life a 
ftudent in diviniiy. We found a diary of her 
fotemn reiblutions, all tending to pra^cal virtue. 
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with letters from feledt friends, all put into ezaft 
method. It aftonifh'd ua to fee what fhe had read 
and written, her youth, coniidered. 

i60£l. Mr. Godolphin requelted me to con- 
tinue the truft his wife had repofed in me in be- 
half of his little fonn, conjuring me to transfer 
the friendlhip I had for his deare wife, on him 
and his. 
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TABLE I. 
PEDIGREE OF BLAGGE AND GODOLPHIN, 
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FaiMi; C!<HX>[.fHiH, Ind^HinuEm Cbdmch- Fruci* 



> or honor. Tbe vouintt oT Earl of OaduJpbln, and 

,» <ALIc«), wu miUdof nonor Vltconnt RLBlIaaili.3 Sepl- 

Smtn AnK, dvlnc at WiiidK>r l«ra,crutcdlBim>Lord 

nm,ta.v. TlieoIliGrtHend- flodolphlB st SOiimi, 

'-.MiHiOnuTledSlrNannadDka wilh rcmaiiKlfr 10 Ike I9- 

Tlll.bart.oTCDiHUbleBanoii, ine at his uncle Henry. 

Yori^jn. Died II Jaa. 17W. 
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Note A. 

ffSl^^^l notice than the mere mention of bis 

li=^HS=EJ| He iras born in the year 1514, and 
was educated at Cambridge.' At a comparatively 
early age he was introduced at the Court of Heniy 
VIII." and in the abfence of other criteria we may 
Judge favourably of bun from the charaflers of his 
two chief companions and friends, the Earl of Surrey 
and Sir Thomas Wyat. In Oflober, 154.J, when the 
Imperialifls under the inunediate eye of Charles V. 
aided by the Englifti under the command of Sir 
John Wallop, formed the fiege of Landreci,' which 
Francis I. haftened to relieve in perfon, Surrey with 
other young nobles, joined the Englilh forces, and 
was accompanied in his eipediiion by G. Blaggc, 
Both incurred perfonal danger, and Sir John Wal- 
lop mentions in a letter to the King a narrow efcape 
of Blagge* in theft terras. "Yefterday, Blagge, 
who arrived here with my Lord of Surrey, went 
with Mr. Carew to fee the faid trench, and efcaped 
very hardly from a piece of ordnance that was Ihot 
towards him." 


1 Worfcj of Surrey and Wyat, by Nott, vol. i. p. Kvi. 

• Stiype'i Aniijli (Oiford Ed.), vol. il. pt. iL p. 419. 
' Surtey and Wyac, vol.i. app. inii. 

* lb. vol. i. p. Ivii. 

A proof 
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was held by Surrey, is affordtd by the following 
bcwtifiil lines, prefixed to his yeriion of the baiii 
Pfalm.* 

•' TkefiuLUnfiarms that htirve at to arndfra^ 
Had •wtU near ^ced FailA, mf guidii^ fail. 

For I that <m tht MbU -voyagi gi 
To/ueeour trutk, and ftUfikood to affmt, 

Coi^amcd am to bear my faib fidl lo^ ; 
Andnfver could attain fomt pliafimt gak. 

As men from fort to fort to feet aiml. 
Till bred dejpair ; luhirmffack do^ts didgrirv} 

That Iganfaht, and ail my couri^efail. 
Bat now, nrf BUge, mine error •will I fee j 

Such goodly light King David ^tieth me." 

Id a court like that of Henry VIII. high favour 
was near akin to danger and to death, and Blagge 
efcaped as hardly from the fires in Smithfield as from 
the French cannon at Landreci. In 154.6, when 
Wriothefley and Gardiner commenced proceedings 
gnder the ftatute of the Six Articles, he was taken 
up as a "fiivorer of the Gofpel,"' and was only 

radniathisi' 




* Surrey and Wyat, vol. i. p. 80. 
•St,„.-.M™oH.l.,.ol.L,t.i.,.S9l. 



oyGoot^ie 



Blag«, one of the King's Priyy Chamber, who, 
being ^llcly accufed by Sir Hugh CaverUy, knt. 
and Mafter Littleton, wa» lent for by WriothcQey, 
Lord Chancellor, the Sunday before Anne Aiken 
Aififered, and the next day was carried to Newgate, 
and from thence to Guildhall, where he was con- 
demned the fame day, and appointed to be burned 
the WedneClay following. The words which his 
acculera laid unto him were thefe i ' What if a moule 
fliould eat the bread } then, by my conlent, they 
Qiould hang up the moufe :' whereas, indeed, thefe 
words he never fpake, as to his life's end he pro- 
tefled. But the truth (as he faid) was this, that 
they, craftily to undermine him, walking with him 
in Paul's Church, after a fennon of Dr. Crome, 
aOced if he were at the fctrooo. He faid, ' Yea." 
'I beard fay,' laith Mafter Littleton, 'that he laid 
in his lermon, that the mafs proficeth neither for the 
quick nor for the dead.' * No,' faith Mafler Blage, 
' Wherefore then I Selike for a gentleman, when 
he ridcth a hunting, to keep his horfe from ihim- 
bling.' And fo they departing, immediatelj after 
he was apprehended (as is fliewed) and condemned 
to be burned. When this was heard among them 
of the Privy Chamber, the King, bearing them 
whifpering together (which he could never abide) 
conmianded them to tell him the matter. Where- 
upon the matter being opened, and fuit made to the 
King, efpecially by the good Earl of Bedford, then 
Lord Privy Seal, the King, being fore offended with 
their doings, that they would come fo near him, and 
even into his Privy Chamber without his know- 
ledge, fent ibr Wriothelley, commanding eftfoons 
to draw out his pardon himfelf, and lb was he fet at 
liberty; 
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liberty : nho, coming after to the King's pr«fe 
' ' Ah I my pig' (faith the King to him, for fo he 
was wont to call him). 'Yea.,' faid he, 'if your 
Majefty had not been better to me than your bilhops 
mere, your pig had been roamed ere this time.' 

Pox is in error ' when he fpeoks of Blagge as one 
of the Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber, a poft 
which he never held, and alfo in calling him at that 
time Sir George Blagge. Fox antedates Blaggc'i 
knighthood, an honour which nas conferred on him 
in 1547, by the Proteflor Duke of Somerfet, whom, 
whilft Earl of Hertford, Blagge accompanied in the 
Expedition to Scotland.' Blagge was knighted after 
the fight at MufTelborough,"' and in the fame year 
he and Sir Thomas Holcroft were made Commif- 
fioners of the Mufters," In 1548-9 occurred that 
I tragedy wherein one Seymour, the Lord Admiral, 
fell bythewarrant of his own brother, the Proteilor 
Duke of Somerfet, himfelf dcltined to fall under the 
fame axe. Some of the depoCtions of the witnelTes 
againS the Lord Admiral have long lince appeared ;" 
thofe of the Man]uis of Dorfet, the Lord RuOell, 
(Privy Seal) Sir George Blagge, and Lord Clynton, 
have only recently been brought to light." Blagge's 
evidence 



■ Strype'i Anoali, vol. ii. pt. li, p. 419. 
' Surrey lad Wyic, vol, ii. p. ImiJi. 
"> Halinlhed, vol. iii. p, lit. 
" HolinOied, Tol, iii. p. gfig. 

" In HayoBs' Slate Pipen from the Burghley Colkc 
ons, belonging Co the Marquji of Sililbury, it Hit£e1d. 
" From the Sate Paper Office, by Mr. FnTer Tytler in 
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evktence tends to prore the crinunal proje& of the 
Loid Admiral. 

In isso died Lord Wriothefley, at whofe hands 
Tvhilft Lord Chancellor, Sir George Blagge had in- 

the fcverity of the only remains of his writings j 
which are lines on the death of Wiiothelley. Dr. 
Nott, by whom they were firft printed," and in 
whole work they may be found, lays that he gives 

circumfttmce of their having been written by one of 
Surrey's friends than from any merit they poffels." 

On the 17th June in the folbwing year, 1551," 
Sir George Blagge died it Stanmore in Middlefex, 
of which his wife Dorothy afterwards obtained a 
leafe from Qjicen Elizabeth. 

Sir Thomas Wyat was wont to fay that he che- 
riihed three friends in particular—" Poynings for 
the geneiofity of his difpoCtion, Blagge fir Ml -wit, 
and MafoD for his learning." " In a letter from 
Lever to Afcham" it U fwd, in allufion to his lofi. 


hi> « EngUnd daring the reigni of Edw. VI. and Muy." 
rol. i. pp. 146, etc. 

" Surrey >nd Wyat, lol. i, p. mtI. 

" Gigc'i H-iftocy ofSuffblk. 

'• Surrey uid Wy.t, vol. ii. p. Iiiiiii. 

"Strype-9Cheke,p.!9. 

that 
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that England was "puuilhed, as to courdhip, by 




" By a totcment in Nott'i Surrey and Wpt, m1. 11. p. 
Uv. it would Teem chat BUggc did not die until ifui hii 
friend Wyat's eiecution in 1S53, 19 he lira appointed to 
offices previoufly held by Wyat, vli. « Keeper of the King's 
MelTuage at Maidftone," and " High Steward of Maid- 
flone." 
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SHEWING THE DESCENT AND CONNEXIONS OF 
LADV SYLVIUS. 
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